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June 30, 2010

To the citizens of Sonoma County and the Honorable Judge Nadler:

In accordance with California Penal Code, Section 933, with great pride I present the final report of the 
2009-2010 Sonoma County Civil Grand Jury. The individual reports included are the results of over 17,000 
hours of investigations, meetings, report writing and review. The topics cover a wide range and are aimed at 
many aspects of county and city government and special districts within the County. 

The California Penal Code, Section 919 requires the Grand Jury to inquire into the condition and 
management of jails within the County and in Sonoma County this has been expanded to include a review of 
all Officer or Employee Involved Fatal Incidents. Four of the reports cover the Grand Jury’s responsibility 
and can be found titled 1) “Officer-involved Fatal Incident Reports,” 2) “Detention Facilities Review,” 3) “A 
Death in Custody” and  4) “Use of Less-Than Lethal Force.”

Healthy behavior and good nutrition is a concern for everyone and this year the Grand Jury chose to see what 
our school system has been doing to foster healthier eating habits in “‘Sporks’ Fail to Block Nutritional 
Progress at Sonoma County Schools.” In addition we looked at a situation involving a local school and the 
Little League concerning how they are interacting with the local community.

The prior two juries presented reports involving the Sonoma County Public Library. This year we followed 
up on our concern for the availability of pornographic materials through the use of internet access at the 
public library.

Other reports focused on  1) cost concerns of a local special district, 2) the process of obtaining permits, 3) 
safety in downtown parking garages, 4) ethical aspects of a city planning commission and 5) issues regarding 
the Sonoma County Public Guardian.

The effectiveness of the Grand Jury as the citizen’s Ombudsman and watchdog of Sonoma County 
government is dependant to a large degree on the participation of its people. Most of our investigations come 
from complaints filed by concerned citizens. All complaints are given due consideration and many lead to 
investigations. “You Could Make A Difference” is a plea for our citizens to join with us.

Lastly, I wish to thank all my fellow jurors for their untiring efforts and devotion to fulfilling the obligation 
they accepted when they were sworn in as Grand Jurors. I am honored to have served with them and am 
pleased to report that more than half of the qualified jurors applied to holdover and serve on the 2010-2011
Sonoma County Civil Grand Jury.

Sincerely,

       -iii-

Cal B. Kimes
Foreperson
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