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Title: M aYor

F

FINDINGS: FL, F2, F3, F4, F5, F7, F1O, F11, F12, F13' F14' F16' F17 ' F19' FzO' FZL'

I (we) agree with the findings numbered: FL F2 F5 F11 F19 F20 F2I and F22

I (we) disagree wholly or partially with the findings numbered F4 F1 F10 FL2 F13 F14F3

16 and F17

(Attach a statement specifying any portions of the findings that are disputed with an

explanation of the reasons.)

RECOMMENDATIONS: R1, R2, R3, R4, R5, R6, R7, R8

Recommendations numbered: S!31{[/ have been implemented'

(Attach a summary describing the implemented actions')

Recommendations numbered: R3 R4 R5 6 and R8 have not yet been imPlemented, butR

will be imPlemented in the future'

(Attach a timeframe for the implementation')

Recommendations numbered: require(s) further

analysis.

tO*.t, .n explanation and the scope and parameters of an analysis or study' and a

timeframe for the matter to be prepared for discussion by the officer or director of the

agency or department being investigated or reviewed' including the governing body ofthe

p'rirt. ue"n., *hen applicatle' thiitimelrome shall not exceed six months from the dote

of pubtication of the Grand lury report')

Recommendations numbered: !f will not be implemented because they are not warranted

or are not reasonable.
(Attach an exPlanation.)

Date: O o 2o Z"- signed:

Number of Pages attached:
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FINDINGS OF TIIE SONOMA COUNTY CIVIL GRAND JURY

(zo2r-2022)
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TheCityofSonomaprovidesthefollowinginresponsetotheFindingsofthesonomaCountyCivil
Grand JurY
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Response: Disagree regarding the City of Sonoma The CJry.of Sonoma participated in the RHNA

nrocess and fullv endorseo tt" 'i;;;tl; 
p"';;iil to it or jt l.units' The Citv of Sonoma met or

ixceeded irs 5e cycle RHNA i;';;; il.o.".u,"gori"s wirh rwo vears lelr in the cycle'

4

Respg4!q,Disagree regarding the CitY of Sonoma. The CitY of Sonoma's Development Code in Title

19 promotes and encourages affordable housing and has the highest requirement for inclusi onarY

housing in the CountY at 257o . Further, the CitY requires 57o for ELI, 107o for YLI and 107o LI for

"Rental" units. It requlres 570 LI,107o Moderate arld lOVo Middle Income for "For sale" units' The

City is of the oPinion that "Hi storic Districts" help streamline housing develoPment bY clearlY

for development' Sonoma's efforts on Historic

identifYing histonc reso

Districts do not discourage

UTCES and outlining a Process
using and were initiated in 201 6ho

h

tleveloPment.

urisdiction within the CountY has develoPed its own Affordable

Houslng policies and Procedures over time that reflect 1ocal Priori ties as detemx ned bY elected ande l

appolnted officials.It is not uncomm on to have varylng deveioPment regulations . Indeed, it is rare

that a jurisdi ction will have identical requirements to another jurisdiction . The time needed to Process

affordable housing Prol ects is determined by the complexity of the Project' environmental and

financial constrat d public inPut (to name a few)nts an

Resoonses to the Findin8s of the

so nom a Co u nty C ivil G ra nd lury 
' 
2021 22
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Resoonse: Disagree. The city of Sonoma processes affordable housing projects in the same way as

other Droiects being developeo wi,ii",ir" Errv. Sensitive sites.requireihoughtrut deliberation and

oft"n inrbrres r.qrir"d "ruirorl"rii?IJqii 
,Jiew through a pub,c meeting process' Appeals of

actions taken by the etanning coiui-s'i* ii O"'ig" n""1"* *d Hi'to'i" Pteservadon

commission are no, un"o*n1o,i#i";;;;;;,h;'d"Inocratic orocess. Appeats add to the time

taken to approve projects, tt i*^p'*iJJal paflies with due nrocess of law' The City of Sonoma is

verv sensitive to i$ past and n.l';"1,;;;;i,i i".irv design standards that ensure that new

development (including affordatl'Jffii;;;'*tt') it ptt*li'"a in a streamlined manner and is

consisient with the adopted Gen"e'J pfr". i,.h"ia"Uf" h6using units are often approved as part of an

overall project ana tn,,, *'p'il"i;i;i;;;;t*t" totat uits in aevelopments of five units or

more.

Affordable Housing.

Units are required to be built on-site and fees are paid as established by

law. The CitY collects AB 1600 fees for non-residential proJects which are then Placed in the City's

newly created Housing Trust Fund that Promotes affordable housing. The CitY agrees that it is very

likely that jurisdictions have differing fees for affordable housrng projects. These fees are very likelY

based on the size of the Project and relate to local imPacts- And these aforementioned fees would

have been established using a nexus study unique to the circumstances of that respective citY. Such

fees lmpose the cost of develoPment on the develoPer based on their vo1untary choice to engage ln

developmen t rather than shifting the costs to mitigate the impacts of development to ciry Expayers'

which iould require tax increases'

b
3

resffictions.

BclpgNJhis Finding appears to be directed to increasing speed and efficiency in the

,nincorporated ar*, o, -'ono'|'i"c?t'i"Ii'irt*itl""'aig l-he aforementioned' the city disagrees

with respect to the City' The Ci{';i'#;g and Building Departments process both discretionary

oermits and ministeria permrs'icc;;iil;"" p""o-!' -nui'"a *ithin th" sono'a Municipal

["6l",-t#rii,r*,nii"g Act, and as eipeditioustv as possible'

Response: Disagree regartin-g the City of Sonoma' The City- of Sonoma's development regulations

require all deed restricted ar'"J;#''1t*,i; 'J" .o t"- t'1' tn-site and does not collect in-lieu fees

at oresent. In-lieu r"", *" on,y uiiliu"a r"i i.ar (4 or fewer units) developments or for fractional

rrnits. i.e.. where tt e ZSf, reqoii'eri".il*o, i. , fir",ion of a unit io b" co;structed with affordability

Resoonsesto the Findings of the

sonoma county Gvil Grand lury, 2021-22
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Resoonse: The City of Sonoma is not located near any high qualiw transit conidor and therefore is

unabletoagreeordisag'""w'tn"thi'Findi'gu'itisunaware.ofanydatathatsupportsadefinitive
;;;i;";i;;";projits wittrin ttre count! or the cities within the countv'

show a large effect.

additional infrastructure'

The City Council encoruages affordable housing

units as part of develoPment ProJects within the CitY limis and has an inclusionarY requirement of

25Vo.The CitY would encourage Prolects in its SPhere of Influence/U GB pursuant to l-AFCo policY

and that any annexation would Provide orderly growth and Prevent sPrawI through the logical

extension of infrastructure, consistent with state pol lcy.

3
Resoonses to the FindinSs of the

sonoma county civil Gra nd lury,2o2l-22



RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SONOMA COUNTY CTVIL GRAND JURY

(202r-2022)

nt d ,)
aa

r

o H usI

The Sonoma County Civil Grand Jury recommends

re

Resoonse: This is already being done' The City of Sonoma processes housing development

applications pursuant to its Deu"ffi* coa" -d the state Subdivision Map Act, as well as recent

IegislationsuchasSB:fOanaSg'3S'Affordablehousingrequirementsareapartofitsreviewand
are not sepamted out tbr a separ"Je r"ui"*. fft" Ciry ,"qir""757o deed restricted affordable housing

to be built onsite u. pu.t ot *y ,umivision. rle ciiy has also recently adopted objective design

."ri"* ttuna^ra, foi multi-family housing that strearnlines the process'

F11. F13)

Response: Disagree. The Ciry of Sonoma requires the highest percentage of deed restricted

affordable housing (252o),h* 
",il", "g.^"i"', 

in SonorniCounty.lt is ,nlit 
"ly 

thut other agencies

wouldstandardiz"ttr"i.."q*r"m"ntto"meettheCityofSonoma'srequirementandveryunlikelythat
the City of Sonoma would lower its requirement'

R3. By December 31,20 22.Permit Sonoma and the nrne Cities shou ld meet to discuss the

Hous throughou t the Countv. (F11,
coordi nation of fee reduction standardsfor Affo rdable rng

F12. F14)

th on- It would be beneficial to see how fees could be reduced to

increase housing Production in the CitY

3

Be$altsg: This work is currently being performed by the City as part of its 6rh Cycle Housing

Element uPdate

F22\

ResDonses to the recommetrdations

of the Sonoma Counry Civil Grand Jury

2g2r-22

t
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Response: This work is currently being performed by the. City as part of its-66 Cycle^Hotsing,

ffie-nt update. The Housing Eiemeniwill be approved by ths Ciry Council inlate 2022, and

submitted for certification by tne califomia Department oi Housing and Community Development in

Iantary 2O23.

June 1 2023 Permit Sonoma d the

dwellin unit and unior accesso drvell unit
e Cit hou deve accesso

F F7 F F 3S.

3

le

with m

the production of all housing types for all income levels

Response: This work has already been directed by the City. Council and is likely to be reviewed in

GF zozz.This wilt requil amendmenb t; the City's Development (Zoning) Code'

The city encourages non-traditional design options to further

2
Responses to the recommendations

of the Sonoma County Civil Grand Jury

2021-22

Yzl.Fz2\

Response: Agree with recommendation. It would be beneficial to create "permit ready" plans for

ffi participating in local efforts to do this.


