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Grant Davis Title: General Manager

Agency/Depa rtment Name: Sonoma Water

FINDINGS: F3, F5

I (we) agree with the findings numbered

I (we) disagree wholly or partially with the findings numbered: F3 F5. See attached.
(Attach a statement specifying any portions of the findings that are disputed with an
explanation of the reasons. )

RECOMMENDATIONS: R1, R2

Recommendations numbered: Rl has been implemented. See attached.

require(s) further

(Attach an explanation and the scope and parameters of an analysis or study, and a
timeframe for the matter to be prepared for discussion by the officer or director ofthe
agency or department being investigated or reviewed, including the governing body ofthe
public agency when applicable. This timefrome shall not exceed six months from the dote
of publication ol the crdnd lury report.)

Recommendations numbered:

(Attach a summary describing the implemented actions.)

o Recommendations numbered: R2 has been partiall implemented, and will be further
implemented in the future. See attached.
(Attach a timeframe for the implementation. )

Recommendations numbered:
analysis.

a

a

a will not be
implemented because they are not warranted or are not nable.
(Attach an explanation.)

Date: ? .22- Signed:

Number of pages attached: ;
(See attached Civil Grand Jury Response Requirements)
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Sonoma Water Response

Whot Hoppens When the Grond lury Makes Recommendotions?

Reqq ired Respo nse to Findinss

F3. The Recommendotion thdt the City of sonomo, the volley of the Moon woter District ond

Sonomd Developmento! Center implement plons to share existing woter resources to reduce

risks in emergencies wos not implemented.

sonoma water disagrees partially with this finding. This finding is specific to City of sonoma,

Valley of the Moon Water District and Sonoma Development Center (SDC). Sonoma Water

does not have any jurisdiction or control overthese entities. That said, Sonoma Water strongly

supports regional water supply resource planning and has been spearheading such efforts for

many years. As referenced in the Grand Jury's report, Sonoma Water along with its consultant,

Jacobs, has been leading the development of a Regional Water Supply Resiliency Study. Sonoma

Water is coordinating with its water contractors (including Valley of the Moon Water District

and the City of Sonoma) to conduct the study. The study has resulted in the development of a

decision support framework model that considers regional and local water supply sources and

infrastructure of both Sonoma Water and its retail customers. This tool enables the simulation

of emergency water supply shortages to assess impacts to service in addition to evaluating

potential mitigation projects to reduce the risk and/or duration of such shortages. The study has

completed an assessment of drought resiliency and has identified a suite of both near term and

longer term potential opportunities to coordinate water supply operations and share water

resources with and among the water contractors as a response to water shortage due to

drought. Atechnical memo was prepared that describes the analysis and its recom mendations.

The study is currently evaluating the resiliency of Sonoma Water's water supply and

transmission facilities to seismic events. The study is being informed by sonoma water's

recently updated Natural Hazard Reliability Assessment prepared by lnfra Terra on behalf of

Sonoma Water.

Through the Regional water supply Resiliency study and Sonoma water's existing water supply

agreements with the City of Sonoma, Valley of the Moon Water District, and the State of

California for SDC, Sonoma Water will continue to work with these entities on coordinated and

resilient regional water resources planning.

F5. The future sources of woter for the Sonomo Developmentol Center property are

undetermined at this time.

Sonoma Water disagrees partiallywith thisfinding. TheCountyof sonoma (Permitsonoma) is

in the process of developing a Specific Plan and associated Environmental lmpact Report for

sDC. As part of this process, Valley of the Moon water District has prepared a water supply
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Assessment which was adopted on Jury L2,2022. The water suppry Assessment identifies on-
site surface water resources for serving future development on the SDC property.

Reouired Response to Recomm endations

The recommendation has been parti ally implemented, and will be further implemented in the
future. The draft Specific plan and d raft environmental impact report (DEIR) were released on
August 1Q 2022 and are available online at htt www.sdcs ecific lan.com

R1-' By september i0,2022, permit sonomo, sonomo watel the voley of the Moon woter
Distrid, dnd the city of sonomo woter Deportment meet to ensure thot in ony sDC Specific pron,
the woter resources of the site ore utilized for ony future development with limited relionce on
woter lrom the Sonomo Aqueduct. (FS)

sonoma water agrees with this recommendation and it is being impremented. sonoma water
staff have been meeting with permit sonoma and Vafley of the Moon water District staff to
discuss the water suppry Assessment (which has now been adopted by the vafley ofthe Moon
District Board of Directors). The water supply Assessment identifies sufficient water resources
on-site to serve the level offuture development being considered for the sDC specific plan area.
sonoma water staff have provided input to permit sonoma on deveropment of ihe specific pran
and associated Environmental lmpact Report.

The draft specific plan and draft environmentar impact report (DErR) were rereased by permit
sonoma on August Lo,2022, and.are avairabre onrine at https://www.sdcspecificpran rom/. The
draft specific Plan includes the following goal and policies to ensure that onsite water resources
are used for future development and to limit reliance on other water sources by requiring
recycled water d uring construction:

Goal 6-E. woter suppries: sofeguard SDC's water suppries ond woter rights, ensuring ddequote
ovoilability of woterfor residents, businesses, fire suppression needs, ecosystem seitices, ondgroundwoter recharge.

Policy 6-26. Ensure the sDC site's woter rights dre retoined for uses within the core campus ond
for hobitat preseNotion, ecorogicor services, groundwoter rechorge in the open spoce or"o, ond
to increose the reliobility of the regionol woter supply.

Discussions between the agencies will continue as needed as the county responds to comments
on the DEIR and brings the draft specific pran forward for consideration. The agencies meet
again on August 18, 2022. The sonoma county pranning commission and then Board of
supervisors are expected to hord hearings on the draft specific pran and ErR before the end of
the calendar year.

R2' By september i0' 2022, permit sonomo, sonomo woteq the vortey of the Moon water
District, dnd the city of sonoma water Deportment meet to ensure thot o sDC specific pran
includes on outline for the shoring ol woter resources of the site during emergencies. 6s1

s
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specific pran incrudes the folowing goar and high-rever poricy to ensure that sharing of waterresources in an emergency is addressed:

Gool 6-E' Woter suppries: Safeguord sDCs woter suppries dnd woter rights, ensuring odequateovoilobility of woter for residents, businesses, fire suppression needs, ecosystem services, ondgroundwater rechorge.

Poricy 6-27' Maintain woter suppry ond fittrotion ot the site ond ensure odequote frexibirity andsupply to serve regionol needs in cose of on emergency.

Based on discussions with permit sonoma, sonoma water expects that a more detaired outrineof emergency water sharing wourd occur after adoption of the soC specific pran. A, namedparties are in the process of scheduring additionar meetings to discuss regionar water suppryplanning issues. The agencies meet again on August tg,2022.

sonoma water strongly supports regional water supply resource planning and has beenspearheading such efforts for many years. As referenced in the Grand Jury,s report, Sonomawater arong with its consurtant, Jacobs, has been reading the deveropment ofl*"g,"rrr w.a",.supply Resiriency study. sonoma water is coordinating r,iith its water contractors (incrudingVarrey ofthe Moon water District and the City ofsonJma) to conduct the study. The study hasresulted in the deveropment of a decision support framework moder that conrio"rr."gion.t.nalocal water supply sources and infrastructure ofboth ionor. water and its retail customers.This toor enabres the simuration of emergency water supfty snortages to assess impacts toservice in addition to evaruating potentiarmitigation pro;".t, to reduce the risk and/or durationofsuch shortages' The study has compreted rn ,rr"rirln, ofdrought resiriency and hasidentified a suite of both near term and longer term potentiar opportunities to coordinate watersupply operations and share water resources wrth and among the water contractors as aresponse to water shortage due to drought. Atechnicar memo was prepared that describes theanalysis and its recommendations. The study is currentry evaruating the resiliency of sonomawater's water suppry and transmission frcirities to seismic events. The study is being informedby sonoma water's recentry updated Naturar Hazard nerialitity nrsessment prepared by rnfraTerra on behalf of Sonoma Water.

Through the Regionar water suppry Resiriency study and sonoma water,s existing water suppryagreements with the city of sonoma, Valley of the Moon water District, and the state ofcalifornia for sDC, sonoma water wi continue to *ork *itt these entities on coordinated andresilient regionar water resources pranning. rn addition, as mentioned above, sonoma waterstaff have been meeting with and providing input to nermit sonoma and valley of the Moonwater D-istrict staffon deveropment of the sDC specific pran and its associated Environmentarlmpact Report. These discussions will continue.


