Civil Grand Jury of Sonoma County
Superior Court of California

The Sonoma County Civil Grand Jury (CGJ) is an independent institution with the principal function of overseeing
all aspects of county, special districts and city governments in the County to ensure that the best interests of its
residents are being served. The 19 Grand Jury members are selected annually from applications submitted by
County residents to serve a one—year term.
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* Be able to serve a one - year term
from July 1 to June 30 and to commit
10 - 25 hours a week to Jury business.

Selection * Have the ability to work with others
and be tolerant of their views.
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Secrecy

Grand Jurors take an oath of confidentiality
which prohibits them from disclosing
evidence obtained in their investigations and
from revealing the names of complainants or
witnesses. Witnesses are required to sign a
confidentiality admonishment which prohibits
the disclosure of any CGJ proceedings until a
final report is made public or an authorization
is issued by the court to disclose such matters.

Investigations

The CGJ conducts investigations based on
citizen requests and on its own initiative. A
minimum of 12 members of the plenary must
authorize an investigation. In conducting its
inquiry, the Grand Jury is authorized to:

* Inspect and audit the financial expenditures of
county and city departments and special districts
to ensure that public funds are properly accounted
for and legally spent.

* Inquire into conditions of jails and the treatment
of inmates.

* Inquire into the performance of any county,
city, or special- district public official or
employee.

Request for Investigative Review

Guidance

The Civil Grand Jury may call upon the following
officials for advice and guidance in discharging its
responsibilities:

* The Presiding Judge of the Superior Court for any advice
and counsel it deems necessary for its efficient functioning.

* The County Counsel in connection with its operation and
the rights, duties, and obligations of civil grand jurors
generally.

* The District Attorney in connection with possible
criminal conduct uncovered in the course of an
investigation.

Committees

The CGJ four investigative standing committees are:
Cities and Special Districts
Law and Justice

Human Services
County

Committees carry out authorized investigations under
the supervision of the plenary. They evaluate the
procedures, methods, and systems used by the various
agencies to determine if their operations are fair,
efficient, economical, and legal. Ad hoc committees
are created as circumstances warrant.

A written review request can be filed with the Sonoma County CGJ by any individual who believes that any
agency, or any agency officer or employee thereof, is acting improperly or inefficiently. The review requests

are held in strict confidence.

Final Reports

The results of selected CGJ investigations are contained in Final Reports that set forth findings and
recommendations. The content of the reports must be approved by a minimum of 12 members of the plenary.
All reports are reviewed by County Counsel and the Presiding Judge for compliance with the law before

being released to the public.

Copies of the Final Report summaries are published as an insert in The Press Democrat at the end of the
Grand Jury’s term in June. Additional insert copies are available at the Grand Jury office. The full Final
Reports are available online at the Superior Court website and copies are sent to the Sonoma County Regional

libraries.
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