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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

RULE 1

1.1

ORGANIZATION

Pursuant to Government Code §70200, there is one unified Superior Court for the County of

1.2

Sonoma which is divided into a criminal division, a family law division, and a civil division

which are governed by the following rules:

Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule

2
4
5
6
7
8

9

Rule 10
Rule 11
Rule 12
Rule 13
Rule 14
Rule 15
Rule 16
Rule 17
Rule 18
Rule 19
Rule 20
Rule 21
Rule 23
Rule 24
Rule 25

Rules Applicable to Small ClainGase and to Unlawful Detain@ases
Rules Applicable to All Civil Cases

Rules Applicable to Civil Law and MotioRroceedings

Rules Applicable to Probafroceedings

Rules Applicable to DefayltUncontestedand Compromis€roceedings
Rules Applicable to Criminalrial Proceedings

Rules Applicable to Faily Law Proceedings

Rules Applicable to Juvenil€ourtProceedings

Rules Applicable to Appellate DivisidProceedings

Superior Court Comrssioner

Rules Applicable to Trial Jury Service

Rule Prohibiting Smoking in Court Facilities

Rules Applicable to Grand Jury Service

Rules Applicable to Alternative Dispute Resolut{&bR)
Applications for Ex Parte Orders

Rules Applicable to Filingnd General Procedure

Executive Officer Clerk of the Supéor Court

Hours of Business

Rules Applicable to Media Coverage

Rules Applicable to Traffitnfractions

CommunicatiomPAmong CriminaJ Family and JuvenileCourts

Rules Applicablaoth e Cour t 6 s CadiDedorundolicy Dr e s s

(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev7/1/2005, 1/1/2017 1/1/202)

In the event of any inconsistency between these rules and any California statute or any of the

rules in the California Rules of Court, the latter statute and/or ruke shall control.

(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/2001)
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RULE 2 RULES APPLICABLE TO SMALL CLAIMS CASES AND TO UNLA WFUL

DETAINER CASES

A. Identification of Authorized Agent for Service

If plaintiff requests, and pays for, the clerk to provide service upon defendant(s) pursuant to Code of
Civil Procedure 8116.340(a)(1) and one or more of the defendants is a business, plaintiff shall include
the names(s) and address(es) of the authorgedk@) for service, identified as such, in parentheses
beneath the name of each defendant business.

All law and motion matters in small claims actions shall be scheduled as designated by the Civil
Division Supervising JudgeHearingdatesmay be obtained as indicated in Rule 5.1.B herein.

A trial date wil. be assignedsCGayn t he cl erk upol

Small Claimsmatters are heard by judges pro tempore pursuant to stipulation of the parties. Where
parties are unwilling to so stipulate, the matter will be reassigned for hearing, on a different date and
at a different timgbefore a judge or court commissioner.

Upon the conclusion of the trial, the Clerkods
consideration unless specifically requested by the Court at thetitrial. Exhibits introduced in a

small claims case will be destroyed in sixty (60) calendar days following the final determination of

the action unless return is personally requested by the litigant.

Small claims appeals will be heard asigaated by the Supervising Judgeahe Civil Division.

Upon the filing of a notice of appeal and paym

2.1 SMALL CLAIMS CASES

B. Law and Motion

C. Trial Setting

D. Exhibits after Trial

E. Appeals

schedule a trial de novo.

(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 1/1/2005, 1/1/2021
2.2 UNLAWFUL DETAINER CASES

It is the policy of this Court that neither a property manager nor a lease holder can file an unlawful
detainer complaint on behalf of the property owner. Corporatamaell as propertypanagers, need
attorneys at law to appeir Superior Court.

If the clerk, inadvertently files a complaint brought by a management company or corporation in pro
per, the clerk is ordered to refuse to enter defendant's default or to enter a clerk's jdgmen
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possession unless and until tharmagement company or corporation substitutes in an attorney of

record.

A.

Trial Setting

1. When a case is ready for trial any party to the action (by and through their
attorneyof record if represented) méije and serve a request to set the time of tla tri
which shall include the following trial information:

a. Time estimate for trial in hours or days;
b. Whether or not a jury is requested;
C. Whether there has/have been any previous request(s) for trigdeand
file date(s), if any; and
d. Whether or not an official court reporter is requested at trial.
2. Any party may (by and through their attorney of record, if represented),

following notice of a request to set the time of the trial and not less than five

(5) calendadaysprior to the @te set for trial, separately demand trial by jury.

Such demand shadtate whether there has been a previous request for trial and
the file date (if known)whether or not an official court reporter is requested at

trial, and may include a separate tiswimate for trial. Failure to deposit jury

fees at least five (5) daysior to the date set for trial shall constitute a waiwéjury trial
pursuant to Codef Civil Procedure §631.

3. Unlawful Detaineractions shall be assigned directly for trial bg therk and
without the appearanc# counsel.

When an unlawful detainer becomes an ordinary civil case and plaintiff has filed an amended
complaint, the clerk shall rdesignate the case and it $lpmbceed as a general civil case in
either the limitedbr unlimited jurisdiction, as appropriate.

Default and Compromise

1. Presentation of DefaultJudgment

Pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure 8585(d), any default judgment may be proven
upon proper presentation of declarations or affidavits without appearhtiee

party seeking default judgment or the necessity of scheduling a hearing, unless after
reviewingthe application the Court requests otherwise.

2. Time Frames for Presentation of Defaults

Requests to enter default and default judgments are to be tektethe Court or

the clerk when applicable no later than 90 calendar days from the filing of the
complaint. If no default judgment or order granting an extension of time is on file

by the 90th day from the filing of the complaint, the unlawful detainer action will be

di smi ssed, upon the Courtébés own moti on,

3. Disposition of Fictitious Defendants(Cross-Defendants)
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All unnamed parties (unknown defendants as described in Code of Civil Procedure
8474) must be disposed of, i.e., dismisa@t or without prejudice, prior to entry

of final judgment. Failure to comply may result in any judgment being returned
unsigned or in the issuance of an order to show cause entailing possible sanctions.

D. Law and Motion

All law and motion matters in Uewful detainer actions shall be scheduled on the Unlawful
DetainerLaw & Motion Calendaras designated by the Supervising Jud@ighe Civil
Division. Hearingdatesmay be obtained as indicated in Rulé.A.herein. No tentative
rulings will be made available for mattersthirs calendar.

E. Schedul e of Attorneyo6s Fees

Rule 7.3 of these rules is inapplicable to unlawful detainer actions because the gravamen of
the complaint is possession and because Code of Civil Procedure 81169 applies. Only the
Court ca ener money judgments, including attorney fees, in unlawful detainer actions.
Generally, where attorney fees are due, the Court will fix them at $300.00 for default
judgments and $375.00 for court trials absent satisfactory proof to the Court that théydiffic

risk, course of negotiations, necessary discovery, etc., justify a higher award.

F. Stipulations for Entry of Judgment

Any stipulation between parties that sets terms and conditions for settlefvaentnlawful
detainer actiomust include

1. A statement, pursuant to California Rules of Court, Rule 3.1385, that plaintiff will
file a Request for Dismissal, Entire Action, either within 45 days of the date of the
filing of the stipulation or upon some other specified date;

2. A place forthe cout to set a review date at which the parties may appear if the
terms and conditions are not met and upon which the Court may dismiss if the
parties fail to appear and the plaintiff has not filed a Request for Dismissal as
required by F(1) above;

3. If the stipulation is presented for Court approval prior to the trial date and the
parties do not intend to appear at trial, an order dropping the case from the trial
calendar;

4, A clear and concise statement of the ex parte application, oppositiborde

process by which remedies are available to either party in the event of a default on
any of the terms and conditions of the stipulation. The clerk will not enter judgment
upon declaration of the judgment creditor.

The use of Judicial Council ForUD-115 ent i t |l ed oi SEnpulabiodudgn
be used.(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev7/1/2004 1/1/2007 7/1/2008 1/1/202)
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RULE 4

RULES APPLICABLE TO ALL CIVIL CASES

4.1 DIFFERENTIAL CASE MANAGEMENT

A.

The following rules are adopted to advance the goals of the Trial Court Delay Reduttion

set forth in Government Code sections 68603, et seq., and addressed by sections 2.1 and 2.2
of the Standards of Judicial Administration and California Rules of Cales3.710 et seq.,

all incorporated herein by reference. It is the intent of ¢bigrt that these rules satisfy the
court's obligations under the Trial Court Delay Reduction Act, and the requirement of the
California Rules of Court that the court adopt local rules on differential case management
consistent with the California Rules @burt and the Standards of Judicial Administration.

1. Upon the filing of every complaint thderk shall provide to the plaintiff Notice of
the Case Management Confererare information on how to obtain ADR packet
which plaintiff is required to serve with the complaint;

2. Any party who adds a party to the proceeding must inform the new party of any
pending dates set by the court including a pending case managenfenticoe date,
a pending settlement conference date and a pending trial date.

3. Requests to continue a Case Management Conferensebe set forth in the Case
Management Conference Statement;

4, When a party to a caskies, the attorney for that party shall promptly serve and file a
notice with the court;

All general civil cases shall be deemed to be cagkectto California Rules of Court, Rule
3.714(b)(1)or (2), based on the amountdantroversyunless otherwise requested in a Case
Management Statemerffudicial Council form CML10) filed by counsel or any self
represented party and thereafter ordered by the court.

Unless a separate managemdanps defined in the California statutes or in the California
Rules of Court, Unlawful detainer actions and Injunctive proceedings pursuant to Code of
Civil Procedure shall be placed in the local case managemerfopldisposition within six
months.

Uninsured and Underinsured Motorist Action&t the time the complaint or petition is filed,

or within 30 days after discovering that the case isamsured or underinsured motorist case,

plaintiff /petitioner shdl file an ex parte application with a supporting declaration and
proposed order requesting that the case be designated as an uninsured or underinsured
motorist case. To allow for arbitration of the plair
ManagemenRules do not apply to a case designated by
Motoristd or fAUnder i nsur edaineMadn &oversment Gode section

68609.5 and Insurance Code section 11580.2 until 180 dayfom the date of the

desigmt i on. The clerkbés of fi ce sdndheedarlieste t a
availableCMC calendar after 180 days from the designation of the case as an uninsured or
undernsured case.
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4.2

All other civil actions idetifiable on the Civil Case Cover Shegdudicial Council form #CM)10)
under the headings of Judicial Revjeidnforcement of Judgment, or Miscellaneous Civil Petjtion
shall be placed in the local casanagement plan for disposition within nine months.(Eff. 1/1/1997,
Rev. 7/1/2004, 1/1/2007, 1/1/2008, 7/1/2011, 1/1/2014, 7/1/14, 1/1/15,;17111%).

ASSIGNMENT TO ONE JUDGE FOR ALL PURPOSES AND CASE MANAGEMENT

4.3

CONFERENCE

A. In everygeneral civil case, at the time of filing a complaint, by order of the Presiding Judge,
the Clerk of the Court will issue a Notice of Assignment of @Gasine Judge for All Purposes
and Notice of Case Management Coafere The Notice will include the name of the
Assigned Judge and the date, time and location of the Case Management Conference. A copy
of the Notice must be served with the summons and complaint, and with anga@nmgdsint.

B. Tentative Rulings Three (3) court days preceding each scheduled Case Management
Conferencecalendar, the Assigned Judge or his/her designee will cause to be recorded a
tentaive ruling for any cases set on the Case Management Conference calendar. The tentative
ruling may be obtained by telephoning (707) &&B1 (tapeecorded message) or on the
court o0s wwewsonpmeagaeurtsacd.govl he tentative ruling will become the ruling
of the court at the conference unless any party desiring to be heard so advises the judicial
assisa n t in the Assigned J u2digoar$ lsefore the soleduted n o
conference and also notifies all parties or their attorneys. Appearances will be required or
dispensed with by the court as indicated in the tentative rulings. Where amesasse
required by the court, or no tentative ruling is indicated on a case, then all principal trial
counsel and selfepresented parties shall appear at the conference at the time scheduled in
any notice, order to show cause, or as otherwise diregtételrourt.

(Eff. 1/2/1997; Rev. 1/1/2003, 7/1/20041/2014 Repealed/1/2016 Eff. 7/1/19

APPLICATION TO EXTEND TIME [Repealed]

4.3

Rule 4.3repealed effective January 1, 2016; adopted effective January 1, 1997; previously amended
January 1, 2003, July 1, 2004 and January 1, 2014.

JUDICIAL ARBITRATION

Pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure 881141.1:{®)xnd 1141.12(b) and California Rules of Court,
rule 3.810, all of the following actions shall be subject to arbitration.

A. All limited civil cases unless exempted by California Rules of Couie,3.811.

B. All unlimited civil cases where the amount in controversy does not exceed $50,000 as to any
plaintiff unless exempted by California Rules of Corute 3.811.

C. Upon stipulation (parties may use the Stipulatgoid Order Refeing Matter to Alternative
Dispute ResolutiofSonoma County form C¥) of any action regardless of the amount in
controversy.

D. Upon filing of an election by a plaintiff, any action in which the plaintiff agreas tine

arbitration award shall not exceed $50,000.00 as to any plaintiff.
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4.4

Pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure 81010.6(a)(6), the Sonoma County Superior Court will allow
service of the Notice of Appointment of Arbitratopon the arbiti@r if the arbitrator has given
written consent to the Arbitratiohdministratorfor service in such a manner.

All arbitrations shall be governed by and shall proceed in accardetitthe Code of Civil Procedure
881141.10 1141.31 and California Rules of Countles3.810- 3.830.
(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2005, 1/1/20071/2014 1/1/2016¢

ORDERS TO SHOW CAUSE

4.5

A. Each case included by this Rule will be reviewedcfimpliance with these rules, and orders
to show cause may be issued for failure to comply.

B. Orders taShow Cause will be scheduled on calendars at such times and places as designated
by the Assigned Judge.

C. In the afternoon two (2) court dagseceding the Order to Show Calsaring, commencing
at 2:00 p.m., the Assigned Judge or his/her designee will cause to be recorded a tentative
ruling of any case set on the Order to Show Cause calendar. The tentative ayifg m
obtained by telephoning (707) 58881 (tape recorded message) or at the Web page of the
Superior Court:www.sonoma.courts.ca.gov (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004, 1/1/2Q16
7/1/19

SANCTIONS

4.6

Failure to comply with these rules may result in the imposition of sanctions.

In the event that any attorney, any party represented by counsel, or any paatinggpero per fails

to comply with any of the requirements of, or orders made, pursuant to Rules 2, 4, 5, 7 or 9, or the
California Rules of Court, the Court may impose sanctions upon motion of a party or on its own
motion. Sanctionsay be imposed pursuant to Government Code Section 68609(d); Code of Civil
Procedure Sections 128.5, 128.7, 17%7%.2 and California Rules of Court, Rule 2.30.

Unless otherwise ordered, any monetary sanctions imposed by the Court shall be paithfarttiwi
payable to the Sonoma County Superior Court. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004, 1/1/2007, 7/1/2008
1/1/2016)

MANDATORY SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE

At the discretion of the Assigned Judge a mandatory settlement conference shall be hebsasall
set for trial. These settlement conferences shall be at such times and places as designated by the
Assigned Judge.

Not later than five (5) court days before the date set for the settlement conference, each party shall do
the following: Deliver thai Settlement Conference Statement directly to the pro tem panelist(s); lodge
the original with the appropriate Court Settlement Conference Coordinator; and serve a copy on
opposing counselSettlement conferenctatemerd shall be available to the court. At the conclusion

of the settlement conference, the pro tem panelist(s) shall make a report to the court as to whether the
case settled, and, if not, the last settlement offer(s) anddd(s), the likelihood of settlement, any
identifiable obstacles to settlement, and other matters as requested by the court.
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The date, time, and location of the settlememtiferencemust be typed on the first page of the
statement. The parties shabtify the panelist(sjand appropriatsettlement conference coordinator
of a preconference settlement. Failure to comply will result in monetary sanctions being imposed.

(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2006, 1/1/2007, 7/1/20081/2014 renumbered 1/1/2016Rev. 7/1/18
1/1/202)

4.7 JURY DEMAND
A. A jury must be demanded in the Case Management StatefRenpurposes of these rules,
the date of the Trias described herein in Rule 4.9.A will be construed as the date of trial.
(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004/1/2014 7/1/2014 1/1/2021;Renumbered 1/1/2016/1/18
4.8 TRIAL AND TRIAL -RELATED MOTIONS
A. Trial Calendar
Trials, both long cause and short cause, will be called on such dates and at such times as shall
be set by the Assigned Judge. Attendance by coantied call of theTrial is mandatory
unless excused by the Assigned Judge.
B. Continuances
Continuancesf trials may be granted, upon good cause show, by stipulation of the parties or
upon written notice ofmotion. Absent extraordinary circumstances failure to complete
discovery would generally not be considered good causg.motion for continuance must
be calendared for hearing before the Assigned Judge on thedlgatar at least seven (7)
calendar days in advance of the trial date, unless good cause is shown for a shortening of such
time. Stipulationof trial counsel by itself does not constitute good cause for granting a
continuance.
(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004, 7/1/2Q11¥1/2014 1/1/2021;Renumbered 1/1/2016
7/1/18
4.9 PRETRIAL MATTERS AND COMMENCEMENT OF TRIAL [Repealed]
Rule 4.9 repealed effective January 1, 2@dbpted effective January 1, 1997; previously amended
July 1, 20®4, Januaryl, 2QL2, January 1, 2014, January 1, 2016, January 1, 2018, July 1,818
July 1, 201.
4.10 VOIR DIRE [Repealed]
Rule 4.10 repealed effective January 1, 2021 adopted effective Inu#97; previously amended
July 1, 2004 and renumbered on January 1, 2016.
4.11 DISPOSITION OF FICTITIOUS DEFENDANTS (CROSS-DEFENDANTS) [Repealed]

Rule 4.1 repealed effective January 1, 2021 adopted effective Jnuary 1, 1997; previously amended
July 1, 2004 and renumbered on January 1, 2016.
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4.12 TEMPORARY JUDGE (PRO TEM) TRIALS

A. Stipulation: A civil case may be tried by a temporary judge, with or without jury, pursuant
to the stipulation of the parties, and subject to apdrby thecourt. Each temporary judge
must be an active member of the State Bar w
judge, and approved by the Presiding Judge or the SupervisingafutigeCivil Division of
the Sonoma County Superior Court.

B. Court Facilities and Personnel: Court facilities(including the courtroom at any location in
Sonoma County)gourt personnel and juror services may be used for the trial; subject to a
finding by the presiding judge that such use would further the interests of justicecolitie
personnel in attendance at the trial will include a court clerk and court reporter, unless
otherwise stipulated by the parties and approved by the Presiding Judgemtistugp Judge
of the Civil Division.

C. Compensation The stipulation must include the rate of compensation to be paid by the
parties for the services of the court clerk and court reporter; and the catepénsation to
be paid for the temporary judge, if any. The rate of compensation must be allocated between
the parties as set forth in the stipulation for each trial, and paid upon demand of the pro tem
court clerk.

D. Notice of Temporary Judge Calendar. The Assigned Judge may, from time to time, notify
parties in pending civil cases in advance of the availability of temporary judges and the
location of court facilities for the trial of civil cases and available trial dates.

E. Other Rules: The stipulation and civil trial by any temporary judge shall be in accordance
with Rule 2.831, California Rules of Court, which latter rule shall govern in the event of any
conflict with these local rules. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004, 1/1/20072014 1/1/2016§

4.13 DISCOVERY FACILITATOR PROGRAM

A. Policy of the Sonoma County Superior Court: It shall be the policy of the Sonoma County
Superior Court to encourage use of the Discotailitator Progranin connection with any
discovery dispute that arises in a civil case. Participatitre Discovery Facilitator Program
shall be deemed to satisfy a party's obligation to meet and confer under applicable law. All
Discovery Facilitator Program related documents, with the exception of the moving papers
and any opposition and reply thereto s h a | | be submitt gulicial o t he
assistantn chambers for review and processing. Should counsel require an endorsed filed
copy of such document, a salfildressed stamped envelope should be left withuthieial
assistant It is intended that participation in the Discovery Facilitator Program shall not delay
the scheduling ordaring of any discovery motion.

NOTE: CCP § 1013 SHALL APPLY TO ALL NOTICES SERVED PURSUANT TO

THIS RULE.

B. DiscoveryFacilitator Panel: A list of qualifieddiscovery facilitatorshall be maintained at
the Sonoma County Superior Court, with the assistance of the Sonoma County Bar
Association.
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Each panelist must be an active member of t
experiene, or a retired judge, and approved by the Presiding Judge or the Supervising
Judgeof the Civil Division of the Sonoma County Superior Court.

C. Participation by Stipulation: A discovery dispute or poteatidispute may be referred to
the DiscoveryFacilitator Progranpursuant to stipulation by the parties or their counsel of
record.

D. Mandatory Participation: Thecourtmay require participation in the Discovdfgcilitator

Programin the following instances:

1. At any time after the filing of a discovery motion, the court may, in its discretion,
issue an Order refring the motion to the DiscoveRacilitator Program In the event
any party desires not to submit the motion to the Discovery Facilitator Program,
within five (5) calendar days of service of thrder referring the case to the Discovery
Facilitator Program, such party may file
a ANofitetent to Opt Out of Discovery Fa
pursuant to this subparagraph shall beatedt.

2. In the event any party desires a dispute or potential dispute to be included in the
Discovery Facilitator Programsuch party may request referral to the program in
paragraph 19 (entitledi Ot her | ssueso0) of the Thease M:
courtshall hear from all parties on the issue atdige management conferenaed
shall determine, in its discretion, whetheclswlispute or potential dispute shall be
included in the Discovery Facilitator Program.

3. In the event a party desires that a dispute or potential dispute be included in the
Discovery Facilitator Programprior to the time of the next scheduled case
management conferenaa at a time when no furthease management conferences
are scheduled, such party may bring a motion in accordance with Sonoma County
Local Rules rule 5, and applicable provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure and
California Rules of Court, for referral of the matter to the Discovery Facilitator
Program. Such motion must be accompanied by a declaration setting forth a basis for
good cause for rlusion in the program.

E. Selection of a DiscoveryFacilitator: The moving party shall contact opposing party (ies)
and make a reasonable and good faith attempt to informally seliscoaery facilitatofrom
the list of potentiatliscovery facilitatorgnaintained by the Sonoma County Superior Court.
The parties shall promptly notithe courby f i Il i ng a stipul ation wi
judicial assistanif they choose a facilitator on their own. If the parties cannot agjnee
moving party shall dudicd essistanandtheliscAvery facfitaterd J u d ¢
shall be selected as follows:

1. The judicial assistanshall select, at random, a number of names from the list of
potentialdiscoveryfacilitatorsequal to the number of sides, plus one, and mail to the
parties or their counsel of record, the
Facilitator Program .

2. Each side has five (®alendar days from the date of servicebymdil t he A Not i
and Order Re: Inclusion in DiscoveacilitatorP r o g todilma written rejection
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entitled #ANotice of Rejreéc t(itoon boef sDuibsntiotv
A's s i g n e dudidiahasgstardinschambers), of no more than one name on the

list. If there are two or more parties on a side, they must join in the rejection of a
single name.

3. Promptly on the expiration of the fiy®) day period, thgudicial assistanshall
appoint, at random, one of the persons on the list whose name was not rejected, if
more than one name remains.

4. The judicial assistarghall assign the case ta@coveryfacilitatorandshall serve by
mailt he HANotice and Order of Appointment ¢
or their counsel of record. Upon receipt
Di scovery Facilitator o, t hfacilitatarcopiesefs s h al
all pleadings concerning the discovery dispute.

Thediscoveryfacilitator shall establish the procedures in each case to be utilized by
the parties, through telephone conferences, exchange(s) of letters or emails, and/or
in-person conferences for discussion and possible resolution of the discovery dispute.

F. Compensation Thediscoveryfacilitator shall devote up to two hours, without charge to
any of the parties, in an attempftfazilitate resolution of the discovery dispute. In the event
a resolution cannot be achieved within that period of time, the parties may agree to continue
with thediscoveryfacilitator provided that agreement is reached between and@ihe
parties and thdiscoveryfacilitator as to compensation of tldéscoveryfacilitator.

G. Resolution:
In the event a resolution of the discovery dispute is achigkedacilitator shall notify the
courtin writing of the disposition and shall serve a copy on all parties, not later than five (5)
court days before the scheduled law and motion hearing date.
In the event the parties are unable to resolve the discovery dispute withistogery
facilitator, the discoveryacilitator shall prepare and serve on all parties or their counsel of
record a report which contains the following information:

1. A brief summary of the dispute and contentions of the parties;

2. Any legal or factual analysis made by ttiscoveryfacilitator in connection with
his/her role in attempting to resolve this dispute;

3. A statement indicating whether moving and/or opposing parties met and conferred in
good faith.

The facilitator shall file such report with the coumd later than five (5) cotidays before the
scheduled law and motidrearingdate for this discovery issue.
(Eff. 1/1/2008; Rev. 1/1/2009, 7/1/2009, 1/1/2014, 7/1/15, 1/1/2016)

4.14 READINESS CONFERENCE [Repealed]

Rule 4.14epealed effective January 1, 2021, adopted effective January 1, 1997; renumbered
January 1, 2016.
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4.15 MATTERS AFFECTED BY BANKRUPTCY

A. Any party or counsel for a party in a matter pending before this court who acquires knowledge
of a proceeding in bankruptcy which may cause or impose a stay of proceedings in this court shall
promptly give notice of such bankruptcy proceedings as gétlielow.

1. The notice required by subdivision (A) above shall be filed with the court. Said notice shall
also be served on all parties to the litigation. The subject notice shall include: (a) a copy of
the most recent order of the bankruptcy court drahg stay order issued by that court; and
(b) An explanation of whether a stay order or an automatic stay is in effect and why the stay
applies to the pending litigation, appeal, or writ proceeding. Any party disputing the
notifying party's documentatiaor explanation shall promptly serve and file an opposing
statement addressing all such concerns.

2. Any party may, at any time, file and serve notice of any circumstances or orders permitting
the proceeding to proceed, inlcuding evidence that the bankrstiptchas been lifted, the
bankruptcy proceeding has been dismissed, or a party has obtained relief from {{igfstay.
1/1/2013 Renumbered 1/1/201&Rev. 1/1/202)

4.16 DEMURRER FACILITATOR PROGRAM

A. Policy of the Sonoma County Superior Court:lt shall be the policy of the Sonoma County
Superior Court to encourage use of the Demurrer Facilitator Progremnnection with any
demurrer that is filed with respect to any pleading in a civil case. Participation in the Demurrer
Facilitator Program shall be deemed to satisfy a party's obligation to meet and confer under
apdicable law. All Demurrer Facilitator Program related documents, with the exception of the
moving papers and any opposition and reply th
judicial assistant in chambers for review and processing. Shouldetwagaire an endorsed filed
copy of such document, a selfidressed stamped envelope shall be left with the judicial assistant. It
is intended that: 1) participation in the Demurrer Facilitator Program shall not delay the scheduling
or hearing of any demnter; and 2) demurrer facilitators shall not render substantive findings of fact
or law, as their purpose shall be to encourage voluntary resolution through a facilitative process.

NOTE: CCP § 1013 SHALL APPLY TO ALL NOTICES SERVED PURSUANT TO THIS
RULE.

B. Demurrer Facilitator Panel: A list of qualified demurrer facilitators shall be maintained at the
Sonoma County Superior Court, with the assistance of the Sonoma County Bar Association. Each
panelist must be an active member of the State Barawith | east ten (10) year
retiredjudge, and approved by the Presiding Judge or the SupervisingafutigeCivil Division of
the Sonoma County Superior Court.

C. Participation by Stipulation: A dispute or potential dispute regarding a demurrer and any
corresponding motion (i.e., demurrer and motion to strike) may be referred to the Demurrer
Facilitator Progranpursuant to stipulation by the parties or theiamsel of record.

Pagel9



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

D. Mandatory Participation: The court may require participation in the Demurrer Facilitator Program
in the following instances:

1. At any time after the filing of a demurrer the court may, in its dismreissue an order
referring the demurrer to the Demurrer Facilitator Progiarthe event any party desires not
to submit the motion to the Demurrer Facilitator Prograiithin five (5) calendar days of
service of the order referring the case to the Demurrer Facilitator Pregmparty may file
with the Assigned Judgebs judicial assist
Facilitator Program, 0 and t he shalrbdwagated. s s u e c

2. In the event any party desires a dispute or potential dispute to be included in the Demurrer
Facilitator Programsuch party may request referral to the program in paragraph 19 (entitled,
Ot her | ssueso) of t h.eTheaust shallMeanfeor allipaatieson St ¢
the issue at the Case Management Conferandeshall determine, in its discretion, whether
sud dispute or potentialispute shall be included in the Demurrer Facilitator Program.

3. In the event a party desires that a dispute or potential dispute be included in the Demurrer
Facilitator Progranprior to the timeof the next scheduled Case Management Conference
at a time when no further Case Management Conference is scheduled, such party may bring
a motion in accordance with Sonoma County Local Rule 5, and applicable preositre
Code of Civil Procedure and California Rules of Court, for referral of the matter to the
Demurrer Facilitator Program. Such motion must be accompanied by a declaration setting
forth a basis for good cause for inclusiorthe program.

E. Selectionof a Demurrer Facilitator: The moving party shall contact opposing party(ies) and make
a reasonable and good faith attempt to informally select a demurrer facilitator from the list of potential
demurrer facilitators maintained by the Sonoma County Sup€oart. The parties shall promptly
notify the court by filing a stipulation wit!/
facilitator on their own. If the parties cannot agree, the moving party shall contact the Assigned
J ud g e 6 s ssjstantlanatihealémuraer facilitator shall be selected as follows:

1. The judicial assistant shall select, at random, a numbearois from the list of potential
demurrer facilitators equal to the number of sides, plus one, anedmneaiiail to the parties
or their counsel of record the ANotice a
Program 0o

2. Eachside hasfive(® al endar days from the date of s
Inclusion in Demurrer Facilitator Program t o f il e a written rej
Rejection of Demurrer Facilitt or 6 t o be submitted to the /
in chambers, of no more than one name on the list. If there are two or more parties on a side,
they must join in the rejection of a single name.

3. Promptly on the expiration of the five (5ayl period, the judicial assistant shall appoint, at
random, one of the persons on the list whose name was not rejected, if more than one name
remains.

4. The judicial assistant shall assign the case to a demurrer facilitator and shall serve by mail or
emailt he fANotice and Order of Appointment of
counsel of record. Upon receipt of theNot i ce and Or der of App
Facilitator, o the parties shall forthwitdt
pleadings concerning the discovery dispute. The demurrer facilitator shall establish the

Page20



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

procedures in each case te lhtilized by the parties, through telephone conferences,
exchange(s) of letters or emails, and/cpé@rson conferences for discussion and possible
resolution of the dispute.

F. Compensation The demurrer facilitator shall devote up(&) hours, without charge to any of the

G.

parties, in an attempt to facilitate redadn of the dispute. In the event a resolution cannot be achieved
within that period of time, the parties may agree to continue with the demurrer facilitator provided
that agreement is reached between and among the parties and the demurrer facilitator as to
compensation of the demurrer facilitator.

Resolution:

In the event a resolution of the discovery dispute is achieved, the facilitator shall notify the
court in writing of the disposition and shall serve a copy on all parties, not later than five (5)
court days before the scheduled law and motion hearing date.

In the event the parties are unable to resolve the discovery dispute with the discovery
facilitator, the discoveryacilitator shall prepare and serve on all parties or their counsel of
record a report which contains the following information:

1. A brief summary of the dispute and contentions of the parties;

2. Any legal or factual analysis made by the discoveylitator in connection with
his/her role in attempting to resolve this dispute;

3. A statement indicating whether moving and/or opposing parties met and conferred in
goodfaith.

The facilitator shall file such report with the court, no later than five (5) court days before the scheduled
law and motiorhearingdate for this discovery issugff. 7/1/14, rev. 7/1/15, 1/2016)

4.17 POST-TRIAL MATTERS

On the same day that pesial documents are filed, including, but not limited to, pioisi motions,
opposition and replies, parties shall deliver courtesy copies of the filed documents directly to the
depar t meboxwhese tre mattpr was trig@Eff. 7/1/14 renumbered 1/1/201®ev. 1/1/2020)

4.18 WRITS OF MANDATE CHALLENGING GOVERNMENT APPROVALS AND  CEQA

MATTERS

A.

Applicability. This Rule applies to all matters involving the California
EnvironmentalQuality Act ( i C E Qrklading mattersthatcombinea CEQA
causeof action with other causes of action.

AssignedJudge. Thefi A s s iJgundegdhé@judgeassignedo the matterasis
setforth in Local Rule4.2.

Alternative Dispute Resolution All counselshall review GovernmentCode
sections 6603066035, and Public ResourcesCode sections21167.8 and
21167.9,0r their successorules or statutesand shall be preparedto discuss
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Alternative DisputeResolutionduringtheinitial CaseManagemen€onference

D. Initial CaseManagementConference All partieswho havebeenservedshall
appeaiin personor by phonefor anearlyinitial CaseManagemen€Conference.
All partiesshall be preparedo discussthe following itemsat this conference:
Alternative DisputeResolution statusof serviceandpleadingsstatusof record
preparationstatusof requesfor hearing settingof briefingscheduleandhearing
date,settinga future CaseManagemen€Conferencalate,and othermattersthat
requirethec o u atterdian.

E. Administrative Record.

1. Contents. Theleadagencyshallresolveany disputesoverthe contentsof
the Administrative Record Any party who disagreeswith the contentsof the
recordmay filea Motionto Augmentor Strikethe Recordin accordance with
this Rule.

2. Format and Lodging. All Administrative Recoré for actionsfiled
under CEQA shall comply with the California Rules of Court, Rules
3.2200through 3.2208.

a. Unless the court orders otherwise, the party preparing the record shall lodge
and serve documents identified in California Rules of Court, rule
3.2205(a)(1)(A)G) in paper format. The paper portion of the record may be
bound or subntied in binders. The remainder of the record, in chronological
order as identified in Rule 3.2205(a)(1)(H), shall be provided solely in electronic
format.

b. Should any party cite to a portion of the record that is lodged and served
only in electronic format, the party must also lodge and serve a paper copy of
cited pages by providing them together as an appendix of excerpts as noted in
Rule 2.2205(c). Thesdall be bound either as the record is bound or in binders
or in other format approved by the court.

c. Any record or portion thereof that is lodged in electronic format shall be
clearly labeled on the medium itself and presented in a labeled envetbpe an
shall be attached to the portion of the record containing the paper index.

d. Should the court require a paper copy of any portion of the record lodged
only in electronic format, the submitting party shall provide, at its expense, a
paper copy within 1dlays of a court order to do so. This obligation lasts as long
as the applicable record retention period. Tih@ng of the lodging of a
hardcopyof therecordwith the Clerk of the Courtshallbe asorderedin a Case
ManagemenOrder.

F. Motions to Augment or Strike. Any party who wishesto file a Motion

to Augmentor Strike the Administrative Recordshall file its motion atthe
sametimethatp ar t y 6 shried gn theneritgjs filed. Briefs on Motions

to Augmentor Strike shallbeseparatefrom the briefs onthe merits and shall
adhereto California Rulesof Court,rule 3.1113. Opposition and Reply briefs for
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Motions to Strike shall be filed at the same time as Opposition and Reply briefs on
the merits. (Eff. 1/1/2016)
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RULE 5 RULES APPLICABLE TO CIVIL LAW AND MOTION  PROCEEDINGS

5.1 SCHEDULING

A. Civil law and motionmatters will be heard at such times and places as designated by the
Assigned Judge. The calendar will include all civil law and motion magterspt DMV
Writs of Mandate Unlawful Detainermatters (see these rules, Rule 2.2D), Orders of
Examinatiorn(see these rules, RBe2), and Orders to Show Cause for Injunctions Prohibiting
Harassmentwhich will be heard in other courtrooms as designated biPtesiding and/or
Supervising Judge

B. All civil law and motion matters will be scheduled for a hearing date, time, and location at
the Clerkoés Office upon filing all moving p
C. Parties shall deliver courtesy copies ofdaltuments filed in connection with a law and

motion proceeding directly into the drop box for the department hearing the matter.
Courtesy copies do not need to be file endorsed.

D. If any matter scheduled on the law and motion calendas@ved, dismissed, settled or
becomes moot for any reason, the moving party shall immediately notify the judicial
assistant for the Assigned Judge if the motion is to be dropped from the law and motion
calendar. Said notification may be made by telephésilowed by a letter of confirmation.

E. When a party is required to provide an appendix of authorities other than California cases,
statutes, constitutional provisions, or state or local rules pursuant to California Rules of
Court, rule 3.1113(i)(1xhe appendix shall be lodged in the courtroom of the Assigned
Judge, and not in the cl er k®l8008,f12008,e. ( Ef f .
1/1/20137/1/2014 7/1/18;7/1/19 1/1/202Q Rev. and renumbered 1/1/2021

5.2 ORDER OF EXAMINATION CA LENDAR

A. The Order of Examination Calendaill be heard as designated by the Supervising Jofige
the Civil Division. Hearinglateswill be designated by thdepartment assigned to hear the
matter and indicated when the order is returned to the applicant for service; the court cannot
accommodate requests for specific dates. No tentative ruliilgbe made available for
matters on thisalendar.

B. Judgment Debtorés Failure to Appear

If the party named in the Application and Order for Appearance and Examination fails to
appear at the time and place specified in the order, and proper proof of service of the order

has been filed with the clerk, a warrant for the arrest of the partyssag.i The judgment
creditor must prepare a declaration and war
and warrant must be delivered to the cl er ko:c
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5.3

A new Order of Examination will be requirefdthe warrant is not issued within the six (6)
mont hsé time period. Subsequent warrants m

Service of Warrants

All warrants must be served by the Sheriffo

In -Custody Judgment Debtors

The Sheriffoés Office wildl notify the Cl er kos:c
Upon receipt of thi dicemid ariarfge a bait heaving datetoh the CI e r
next misdemeanor calendar in the Crimib@ision. Within his/her discretion, the judge

presiding at the misdemeanor calendar hearing shall effect the release of the judgment debtor
upon the ondition that he/she appear at a designated Order of Examination Caietidar

future. The clerk shall give notice to the judgment creditor of the date, time, and location of

that hearing by mailing copy of the minute order of the bail hearing.

Warrant of Attachment/Contempt of Court Hearings

A fine will be orderedupontheour t 6s finding of contrdempt f o]
of Examination. When bail has been posted by the judgment debtor, the fine will be deducted

from the bail. The balance of the bail will be returned to the judgment debtor unless the
parties stipulate or the court enters a turnover order transfalting part of the bail to the

judgment creditor or another third party. Bail posted by an individual other than the judgment
debtor will be returned to the depositor and the judgment debtor will be ordered to pay the
contempt fine to the court. Failuiepay said fine may subject the judgment debtor to further
sanctions. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2002, 7/1/2008, 7/1/2011, 1/1/7\M and renumbered

1/1/202)

CONTINUANCES

5.4

Requests for continuancksg stipulation(along with the required fees) or notification of dropping of

law and motion matters must be presented by the partithe tiudicial assistant for the Assigned
Judge by 4:00 p.m. at least three (3) court days prior to the scheduled hearing dateneOnly
continuance by stipulation will be granted; after that, if the case cannot proceed the court may drop
the matter or require that it be-meticed.

It is the responsibility of the moving party to notify the judicial assistant for the Assigned Judge whe
a pending motion may be dropped due to a stipulation or for any other reason. No hearing will be
automatically dropped from the calendar. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004, 7/1/2008, 1/1/2014)

MEET AND CONFER CONFERENCE

A.

Prior to the hearing date oil motions, the moving party must make a reasonable and good
faith attempt to informally resolve the motion with the opposing party(s) or attorney(s) in
person or by telephone, and in accordance with applicable law. The conference must occur
not less thariive (5) calendar days preceding the noticed or continued date of hearing as to
all motions, except motions for summary judgment and/or motions for summary adjudication
of issues. With reference to any motion for summary judgment and/or motion for summar
adjudication of issues, the conference must occur not less than ten (10) calendar days
preceding the noticed or continued date of hearing on such motion.
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B. In response, the opposing party@s)attorney(s), during the conference, must also make a
reasonable and good faith attempt to informally resolve the motion with the moving party or
his attorney in person or by telephone and in accordance with applicable law. In the event the
motion is ot so resolved, then the moving party must file not less than two (2) court days
before the hearing date a declaration pursuanotie@fCivil Proceduresection 2016.040
setting forth facts applicable to the meet and confer conference. Orders of Biandra
exempt from the requirement of this section. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004, 7/1/2008
1/1/202)

5.5 HEARINGS, TENTATIVE RULINGS AND ORAL ARGUMENTS

A. During the court day preceding each law and motion calend&:00yp.m., the Court will
issue a tentative ruling for each matter noticed on such calendar. Tentative rulings may be
obtained online between the hours of 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. on the day before the hearing
on the Courtds websi.tgeovat( Gwiwc ks oonno ntah ec ofuQ@ rt I si
the home page, sel ect -doWwremehuaand theelickon the limky s 0 i
to ACiIAvicloop)y. of the tentative ruling wild.l '
courtroomFor tentative rulingby phone, please call (707) 58606. Where appearance has
been required or invited by the court, then oral argument may be presented. Appearance is
always required on small claims law and motion matters and on all claims of exemption,
unless otherwisdaated on the tentative ruling.

B. Oral argumenbf all counsel and parties in any law and motion matter shall not exceed 20
minutes in length.

C. When the moving party fails to appear at the date and time scheduled for a hearing, t
matter may be dropped, continued or ruled upon at the discretion of the Assigned Judge
with or without the request of the responding p@es). (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004,
7/1/2008 Rev. and renumbered 1/1/2021

D. Subject t o tdne partpwitnessOr soursel may make telephowicvideo
appearances before the court (Eff. 1/1/2@Rdv. and renumbered 1/1/2021

5.6 EX PARTE APPLICATIONS

A. All civil ex parte law and motion applications including applicationstémnporary relief,
orders to show cause, orders shortening time or extending time, extraordinary writs, and other
provisional remedies, except as otherwise provided, must be presented to the Assigned Judge
at the times and locations as designated onthe o6 s We bsi t e

1. The following matters shall be deemed excluded from the ex pagpkcations
presented under this rule and shall be governed by other applicable sections of the
Sonoma County Superior Court Rules, to wit: family law matters, domestic violence
and civil harassment matters.

B. If the application is opposed, the attoygaenust meet and confer priorpesentation othe
ex parte.
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(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 1/1/2006, 1/1/2007, 7/1/2008, 1/1/201%2017 Rev. and
renumbered 1/1/2031

Whenever any transcript of a deposition orottestimony is an attachment, the relevant part must be

Any administrative record filed in conjunction with a special proceeding as described in Code of Civil
Procedure, Part 3,iffe 1, must be thermal bound separately, along the left margin, in volumes of not

5.7 TRANSCRIPTS OF ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS

highlighted in such manner that calls attention to the relevant testimony.

more than 300 pages. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 1/1/2005, 1/1/2007, 7/1/2007, 7/1/2008)
5.8 ORDERS AFTER HEARING OR UPON EX PARTE MOTION

Each proposed order must specify ba tace page, immediately below the case number, the date the
matter was heard and the name of the judge who presided at the hearing.

Itis thec o u poalicy ot to sign proposed orders pertaining to the filing of amendments to pleadings,
amended pleadgs, or to the filing of crossomplaints or complaintm-intervention, which require

the clerk to remove and file the copy of the proposed pleading attached to the motion as required by
California Rules of Courtrule 3.1324. Proposed ordeigranting leave to file amendments to
pleadings, amended pleadings, crosmplaints, or complaintis-intervention must specify that the
original of the proposed pleading will be submitted for filing following the granting of the order.

A. Protective Orders (Discovery etc.)

Any language incorporated in such an order that pertains to the filing with the court of material
under seal must state that the party submitting confidential material to the Court to be filed
mustput that material in a sealed manila envelope no smaller than 9" x 12" and no larger than
10" x 13"; that the envelope must have on its back (on the unsealed side) the warning:
ACONFI DENTI AL: SUBJECT TO PROTECTI VE ORDER,
and he title(s) of the paper(s) enclosed; that in parentheses beneath the title(s) of the paper(s)
as they appear on the envelope, there must be a reference to the confidentiality order, by file
date and title [as, for example, (FILED UNDER SEAL PURSUANT TOORECTIVE

ORDER FILED JANUARY 1, 2000)], under which the papers are submitted. These papers
must then be maintained in the Courtés regul
papers are exhibits to a motion or other paper, the manila eeryaeilitp the stated identifying

features, must not be attached to the principal paper, but there must be reference made in the
motion, memorandum of points and authorities, or declaration, as appropriate, to the
confidential materials filed under seal.

B. Orders to Consolidate

An order on motion to consolidate must specify which case number is to be the lead case. In
any instance in which the order does not specify the lead case number, the clerk must
designate as the leadsegthe one with the lowest file number in the highest jurisdiction. (Eff.
1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2005, 1/1/2007, 7/1/2008,/2014 1/1/202)
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RULE 6 RULES APPLICABLE TO PROBATE PROCEEDINGS

6.1 INTRODUCTION

A. General

The Probat&®ules for Sonoma Counguperior Court set forttocal policies and procedures

of the probate department. Thesdes do not attempt to restate or summarize statutory or
case law or estate administration in general. Guidance on probate law and prnagtice
found in publications such as California Decedent Estate Practice, California Trust
Administration, and California Conservatorshifyactice, which are published byCEB
Continuing Education of the BaiCalifornia

These rugs, although binding on parties, may be departed from in the discretion of the Court.

B. Contact Information

Website: For current contact information, tentative rulings, and the online probate
calendars parties s houlvew.sonemaeourtstcagod he court
All local forms referred to in this rule are available at and can be downloadethigcourt

website

One or more of the following may be helpful in matters presented to the P@ihate

1. Clerk of the ProbateCourt: The mailing address of the Probate Clerk is 600
Administration Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95403. The physical address of the Probate
Clerkdos Office i s 3055 Cleveland Avenue

2. ProbateCourt Examiner: Thenailing address of the Probate Court Examiner is
3055 Cleveland Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95403. The email address is
ProbateExaminer@sonomacourt.org.

3. Office of the Probat&ourt InvestigatarThe mailing andhysical address of the
Office of the Probate Court Investigator is 600 Administraflore, Santa Rosa, CA
95403. Theemail address isci@sonomacourt.org
(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 1/1/2006, 1/1/200/1/2007, 7/1/2009, 1/1/2010, 7/1/2010,
1/1/2011, 1/1/2014, 1/1/201%5/1/2018 1/1/202)

6.2 CALENDAR AND PROCEDURAL MATTERS

The current Probat€onservatorshifincluding LimitedConservatorshigsand
Guardianshiz al endar s are posted on the courtods Wwe
Probate Calendaro6 on t he probate page).

A. General Guidelines
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1. General ProbateMatters

One department of the Superior Court shall be designated by the Presidingfludge

the Superior Court to hear general probate matt&sneral probate matters will be
calendared and heard at such times and places as shall be designated by the
Supervising Judge of the Civid) .Di vision

2. Probate Calendar Day on Judicial Holiday

When the date for the Regular Prob@tdendaiis a court holiday the calendar will
be heard on a date and time as designated by the SupervisingOtigg€ivil
Division.

B. Calendaring Guidelines

Calendaring information on the Regular Probate, Guardianship and Lanterman
PetisShort (LPS) calendars may be found on
http://sonoma.courts.ca.gov/onliservices/calendars/probate

1. Regular Probate Calendar Matters

Except as otherwise indicated in these rules, all probate petitions concerning the following
are to be calendared for hearing on the Regular PrQlzd¢sdar

a. Decedent 6s estates,

b. Trusts,

C. Corservatorships of the person and of the estate (other than limited
conservatorships unless there is an esta
conservatorshipso)

d. Guardianships of the estate. Petitions for appointment of a guardian of the estate

only, and all petitions concerning the administration of an existing guardianship of
the estate, are to be calendared for hearing oRégelar Probate Calendar.

e. Special Needs Trusts. All petitions for an order approving a Special Needs Trust or
for an order directing payment or delivery of any property or funds to a Special
Needs Trust, pursuant to Probate Code §83602,3611,araithority, shall be
scheduled for hearing on the Regular Probate Calendar. When such a petition is a
first-filed paper or arises out of a civil matter not pending before the PrGobait,
the petition shall be filed with the Probate Clerk as a c&se and given a new case
number.

2. Case Management Calendar.

a. Matters are set on this calendar by the Court only and are generally uncontested
or for status only.

b. Case management statements are not required to be filed; however, any written
updates may be filed as a statement of issues at least five (5) Court days before
the hearing.

3. Petitions for Guardianship of the Person
Petitions for the appointment of the guardian of the person are to be calendared for
hearing on the Guardianshifalendar
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4.

5.

Limited Conservatorships

a. Petitions for the appointment of a limited conservator of the person or of the
person and estate of an adult alleged to be developmentally disabled who is
in placement at the Sonoma Developmental Center (SDC) are to be
calendared for hearing on th®S @lendar to be heard at such times and
places as shall be designated by the Supervising ddidige Civil Division.

b. All other petitions for the appointment of a limited conservator of the person
or limited congrvator of the person and the estate for an adult alleged to be
developmentallydisabled are to be calendared for hearing on the LPS
Calendar

LPS Calendar

All matters involving proceedings under the LanterrRatrisShort Act are
to be calendared on the LEalendar

Filing, Hearing, and ContinuanceProcedures

All petitions and supporting documents in matters to be heard on the probate calendar shall
be filed with the Probat€lerk.

1.

Procedure for Obtaining a HearingDate

In all matterspetitioners will be assigned a hearingedfitbom the probate clerk at the
time of filing.

Procedure for Obtaining a Continuance

a. Stipulated Continuance Form

Stipulated continuancder any matter set on the regular Probate calewdar

generallybe allowed a maximum of two (2) timpsr pending petition or

application for reliefind for not morethana total of six (6)month® t i me f r om
date the matter was first set for hearing

To requestone of the two stipulatedontinuancs, a NOTICE OF STIPULATED
CONTINUANCE (PROBATE) (Sonoma County Local FoR-018) executed by

all parties or their attorneys and the continuance fee must be submitted to the probate
clerk no later than noon (12:00 p.m.) three (3) court days prior to thmdpekmte.
Signatures transmitted by facsimile transmission (fax) are acceptabéeprobate

clerk will continue the hearing to the date selected by the parties if available based on
calendar wailability. If the selected date is not available, the pr@bderk will
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continue the matter to the next available probate calendar based on calendar
availability.

b. Continuance Requested at Hearing

Requests for continuancezay be made at theearing, and may be granted in the
discretion of the Court.

c. Limitation on Continuances:

Normally no more than three continuances will be allowed before the matter is
dismissed without prejudice.

d. Continuancesfor Probate Matters Assigned to Short Cause or Civil Master
Calendar:

Any matter assigned to or set on the Short Cause Calentas Civil Master Trial
Calendashall be governed by the California Rules of Court and Superior Court Rules
applicable to those calendars.

D. Submission of Proposed Orders and Other Pleadind®efore Hearing Date

1. Orders

A. Electronic Filings for Orders After Hearing

Subject to any applicable exemptiaslers after hearing shall be lodged with the
court electronically in PDF format attached to Judicial Council Form-@&Hs At

the same time as the E830 and the PDF proposed order are lodged with the court
electronically, a version of the proposed oridea fully editable word processing
format (preferably in MS Word format, and not PDF or PDF converted to a word
format) shall beemailed directly to the department using the following email

format: EFileProposedOrderDept#@sonomacourt-aeplace the #ign with the

A

Departmentdéds number . Pl ease note the cas

B. All Other Proposed Orders

Proposed orders shall be submitted to th
the petition. If a seladdressed, prpaid envelope is includeat paid forat the time

the order is submittewith appropriate photocopy chargdise clerk will return a

file endorsed copy by maiAttorneys with boxes in the Courthouse should pay the
appropriate photocopy charge and notgrtbhox number in upper righthand corner

of the proposed Order and in the comments section when eFiling to cause the clerk

to deliver a copy to the boxRev. 1/1/20201/1/202)
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2. Supporting Papers

Supporting papers shall be filed at the timdilofg the Petition, except as otherwise
provided in the Probat€ode or these Local Rules.

3. Proofs of Service

Proofs of Service for the initial petition shall be filed with the Clerk at least five (5)
days prior tahe day of hearing. Any other Proofs of Service shall be filed with the
Clerk contemporaneously with the papers to which they pertain.

4, Proofs of Publication

Proofs of Publication shall be filed with the Clerk at least five (5) days prior to the

day d hearing.
F. Hearings and Tentative Rulings
1. Notices of Hearing

Notices of hearing on cases scheduled for hearing on the Regular Realstdar
shall indicate that the time for the commencement of the calendar

2. Tentative Rulingsi Reqular Probate Calendar

During the court day preceding each weekly Regular Probate Calendar, by

approxmately 2:00 p.m., the Court will issue a tentative ruling for each matter

noticed on such calendar. The tentative ruling may be obtained online on the

Cour t 60 s wwe.bosoma.@urta.ca.gdetweerthe hours of 2:00 p.m. and

4: 00 p.m. on the day before the hearing
home page, select AaTeaownmenu, ang théalickdonthg s 6 i n
link to AProbateod). The Tetheprabate ve Rul i ng
department the day of the hearing. For tentative rulings by phone, please call (707)
521-6607.

a. Partieswho do not object to the tentative ruling need not appear at the
hearing, unless the ruling requires appearances trerqarty has requested
a hearing pursuant to the procedure in subdivision (b) below.

b. Any interested party who wishes to be heard in relation to the tentative ruling
must call 707521-6893 and leave a brief message that includesahe and
telephone number of the party calling and the case name and number. Any
interested party who wishdée be heard irrelation to oropposition to a
tentative rulingmust also notify the attorneys for all represented parties as
well as all unrepresented parties of their intent to appear. Notifications to the
court and all attorneys and unrepresentedgsartiust be completed no later
than 4:00 p.m. on thepurt day immediately preceding the day of the hearing.

C. Unless notification has been given as provide)n above, the tentative
rulings shall become the rulings tife Court, on the day of the hawy.
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Signed orders on approved matters are generally available at the Probate
Cl er k 0 swithio thduis @afeerthe hearing and are not immediately
available after the hearing

3. Tentative Rulings - Guardianship Calendar

During the court day preceding each weekly guardianship calendar, commencing at
11:00 a.m., or earlier if feasible, the Court will cause to be recorded a tentative ruling

for each matter noticed on such calendar. The tentatlirgg may be obtained by
telephoning (707) 526 8 81 ( Opt . #1) or by accessin
www.sonoma.courts.ca.goand selecting the option for Tentative Rulings. The
tentative rulings will alstoe posted at the guardianship department.

a. Partieswho do not object to the tentative ruling need not appear at the
hearing, unless the ruling requires appearances or another party has requested
a hearing pursuant to the procedureubdivision (b), below.

b. Any interested party who wishes to be heard in relation to /the tentative ruling
must call 707521-6893 and leave a brief message that includes the name and
telephone number of the party calling and the case name and nufmyer.
interested party who wishes to be heard in opposition to a petition must also
notify the attorneys for all represented parties as well as all unrepresented
parties of their intent to appear. Notifications to the court and all attorneys
and unrepresged parties must be completed no later than 4:00 p.m. on the
court day immediatelpreeding the day of the hearing.

C. Unless notification has been given as provided in b, above, the tentative
rulings shall become the rulings of the court when announced by the
courtroom clerk at 93.a.m. on the day of the hearing.

4, Appearances

No appearances are required for-ppproved matters urdsan interested person has
asked to be heard in response to the tentative ruling and has given the required notice
of such a request.

G. Contested Matters

1. Written Objections

a. Before the Court will conduct a hearing in any contegterteeding, the
party(ies) opposingor objecting to a petition, accounting or other matter
scheduled for hearing shall file verified, written objections specifying the
grounds for such objection or opposition. If oral objections are made at a
hearing, thecourt may continue the matter in order to have the objections
submitted in writing This rule does not apply to matters coming before the
court under the LantermdpetrisShort Act.

b. Interested persons who oppose the granting of a petition for appotrame
a guardian are encouraged to use Sonoma County fortn(PRjectiorfs)
to Appointment of Guardiaof the Person) to file objections.
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H.

Meet and Confer Requirement

In the event of any contest or objection to any petition on the probate calendar, the
parties or his or her respective attorneys shall make a reasonable and good faith
attempt to informally resolve the controversy at af@etace conferencef,_possible,
otherwise by telephone conference, before any hearing of the contested petition. |If
such resolution is not possible, then each party shall file a Statement ofdssues
provided in 3, below.

Statement of Issue®r Settlement

At leastseven(7) court daysbefore the hearing, each party shall either (1) notify the
ProbateClerk in the Superior Court Clerk's office or the probate department that the
controversy has been resolved; or (2) file and serve the Statement of |Eaas
Statement of Issues must:

a. Indicate that the parties or hislugr respective attorneys have met fase
face or, if that is not possible, have participated in a telephone conference to
discuss the issues in dispute,

b. identify the substantial issues in the controversy, with references to any
supporting evidence dror legal authority,

C. include each partyés opinion of any
d. provide an estimate of the time requirement for the hearing or resolution,
e. includeeach party's opinion as to the appropriate method for resolving the

controversy (i.e., mediation, arbitration, short cause trial, etc.).

Contested Matters on ProbateCalendar

When the heanig on a contested matter is estimated to be 20 minutes or less, the
hearing will be held before the Probdtalge orthe Regular Probate Calendaime
permits. Otherwise, the matter will be set for an extended hearing

Transfer to Trial Calendar

If the hearing on a contested matter is estimated to exceed twenty (20) minutes or a
jury trial is demanded, and counsel appear at the probate caléwdaratter may be
transferred to the short cause calendar or may be assigned directly to one judge for
all purposes.

(Rev. 1/1/2021)

Ex Parte Applications and Stipulated Petitions

1.

Ex Parte Procedure
a. Same Day Ex Parte Matters
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If a party has reason to believe that an order is urgently needed to prevent irreparable harm
or immediate danger to person or property, that party may file a Same Day Ex Parte
application for relief. Filing fees must be paid, and in the event a nevisdasiag

commenced a case number must be assigned, before a party presents any application for ex
parte relief.

An order granting or denying a Same Day Ex Parte matter is generally available for pickup
at 2:00 p.m. on the day it is presented.

b. Drop-Off Ex Parte Matters/Consent Petitions

Ex Parte Applications not based on an urgent need to prevent irreparable harm or immediate
danger to person or property -Ofafy HExe Paurbtnme tMe
where otherwise authorized by tsti2, Rules of Court, court order, or these rules. All Brop
Of f Ex Parte Matt-@ffrfs BEBwsParninmhel Maltet D& oen t h
includef ibErpParte Mattero on the caption w
a Same Day ERarte application and will be denied if it does not meet the standard for a
Same Day Ex Parte application.
The following matters are expressly authorized to be presented a©firBg Parte
Matters:
a. Approval of a stipulation, including a stipulated petitto approve settlement
agreement;
b. Petitions for letters of special administration or appointment of temporary
conservatorship;
c. Stipulated applications for a continuance of a hearing or trial;
Matters authorized to be presented to the court ex ppigeatute or Rule of Court
(with citation to authorizing statute or Rule of Court);
Requests to advance a hearing date and/or shorten time;
Applications to correct an order;
Applications to reduce or increase bond;
Petitions to appoint a guardian addite
Petitions to authorize sale of personal property in a conservatorship matter;
Petitions for final discharge and order;
Petitions for allowance or rejection of a
representative); or
I. Petitions requesting court amptment of counsel.

o

~T TS o

An order granting or denying a Dr&pif Ex ParteMatter is generally available for pickup
at 2:00 p.m. on the day which is five (5) court days after it is presented.

C. Hearing May be Required

The Court may deem that any matter presented on an ex parte basis, whether opposed or
unopposed, redres a hearing. If a hearing is required, the matter will be set by the Court on
the regular probate calendar on a date chosen by the Court. The Court may shorten time or
overset an existing probate calendar on its own motion if it deems such is necessary
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6.3

If a hearing is required, the party presenting the ex parte application will be notified of the
date and time of the hearing and that party shall be required to provide notice of the date and
time to all parties entitled to notice within two (2) codalys thereafter, unless otherwise

ordered by the Court.

2. Timing of Ex Parte Matters

Applications for ex parte relief are accepted Mon&agay and reviewed in chambers. No
personal appearance is required to request or oppose an ex parte matter.

Theapplication and all supporting documents must be filed with the Sonoma County Court
Clerkos office, Probate Division, before
The judicial officer may decline to consider untimely applications on thesneri

Papers in opposition to an ex parte matter must also be filed with the Sonoma County Court

Clerkdés office, Probate Division, by 10:00

presented.

3. Contents of Application and [Proposed] Order

An application for any ex parte order must be verified and must contain sufficient
evidentiary facts to justify issuance of the order. Conclusions or statements of ultimate facts
are not sufficient, and a f oun daknowtedge. mu st

Except where a Judicial Council or local form that includes an order is used, an application
for an ex part®rder must be accompanied by a separate order which is complete in and of
itself and which specifies all relief ordered by the Court. For example, it is not sufficient for
such order to provide merely that the application has been granted, or thae ibfe sal
property set forth in the petition has been approved.

4, Notice and Special Notice

Unless otherwise expressly provided for by applicable statute or rule of court, the form and
content of notice to all interested parties andigsmwho requested special notice shall be
provided in accordance with the California Rules of Court applicable to civil ex parte
matters, including timely notice of the date, time, and place for the presentation of the ex
parte matter. The application nit® accompanied by a declaration identifying all persons
entitled to notice under the applicable sections of the Probate Code, California Rules of
Court (including special notice), or these rules, and it must evidence compliant notice or set
forth the fats and legal authority upon which the applicant requests an order dispensing
with notice.

RULES REGARDI NG DECEDENTSO6 ESTATES

A.

Duties and Liabilities of Personal Representative
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The Sonom&ounty Superior Court does not require filing of the Confidential Supplement
to Duties and Liabilities of Personal Representative, as authorized in PCuuke
88404(a).

B. Continuanceto Permit Filing of Contest

When a petition for the probate of a Will is called for hearing and an attorney or party
appears and orally objects and declares that a written contest will be filed, the Court may
continue the hearing for a reasonable length of wmtie the condition that if such written

contest has not been filed prior to the continued date, the hearing will proceed as if no
objection had been made by said attorney or party, unless the court finds good cause exists
for a further continuance.

C. Estates with PourOver Wills

When the beneficiary of a will is the trustee of a trust, Item 8 of the Petition for Probate
shall identify all trustees and all beneficiaries of the trust by name and by stating whether
each individual is a trustee or a beneficiary.

D. Claims of Persond Representative and Attorneyof Record

1. Noticed Hearing

A noticed petition for approval of a creditor's claim of the personal representative or of his
attorney of record is required, except as provigeldw. All parties must receive at least
fifteen (15) days 0 redimtsiclaire shaltbe conpketewitt ar i ng.
approval signed by all personal representatives in the proceeding.

2. Ex parte approval

A petition and creditor's alm for any of the following claims that complies with the above
rule (except for théifteen (15) daynotice requirement) may be presented and considered by
the court ex parte.

a. The claim is for reimbursement of funeral and last iliness expenseyaoidof
payment is attached to the claim;

b. The claim, together with all other claims of that personal representative or attorney,
except for reimbursement of funeral and last illness expenses, is less than
$2500.00;

C. A written approval signed by all persons whose interest might be affected by the

approval is attached to the claim;

d. The personal representative has complied with the provisions of the Independent
Administration of Estates Act with respect to fireposed payment of said claim;

or

e. A claim is foran amount certain and based upon a prior court order, which is

attached to the creditor's claim.
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E. Content of Orders of Distribution

Every order of distribution, whether or rant accounting has been waived, must set forth
specifically the manner in which the estate
name and a description of the property, inc
parcel number for regiroperty, and the amount of cash (as of a date certain) to be

distributed. Descriptions must be complete and must not require reference to the petition or

to any extrinsic document.

F. Accountings

1. General Format

Accountingformat details and contents shall be in strict conformance with California law,
including but not limited to the Proba@»de and California Rules of Court.

2. Supplemental and Amended Accounts

A supplemental account in a decedent's estate shall include only receipts and disbursements
occurring since the ending date of the last filed account. Generally a supplemental account
is not to be used to amend or correct the last filed account. An athendount may be

filed to amend or correct such last account. Any supplemental or amended account shall be
noticed for hearing unless the Court by order dispenses with notice. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev.
1/1/1999, 7/1/2007, 1/1/2009, 7/1/20101/20151/1/2010, 1/1/202)

G. Reserves After Final Account

If a petition for final distribution requests a reserve in an amount greater than $2,500, the
petition shall include a statement specifically describing the need for the reserve amount.
The statement shatclude an estimate of the amount of costs, taxes, or other expenditures
for which the reserve is requestgiRenumbered 1/1/2021)

H. Spousal Property Petition/Succession to Real Property Petition
1. The petition must identify and present evidence ottireent vesting,
title, and character (community property or separate property) of each
asset.
2. Where the petition affects title to real property, a copy of the deed(s)

showing vesting at the decedentds da
the Petition for a Particular Transaction pursuant to Probate Code section
3100 et seq. must be attached to the petition. (Effective 7/1/21)

6.4 CONSERVATORSHIPS AND GUARDIANSHIPS
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A. Conservatorship Petitions and Selection of HearindDate

In all cases, a Petition for Appointment of Prob@@servatomust be filed with the Clerk

of the Court and a case number issued. Conservatgstiijpns and hearings should be set

for hearing, based upon the severity of the
harm pending hearing, as follows:

1. Probate Conservatorships Generally

Petitionemmay contact thé’robateDepartment Clerk to determine the likely date a
Petition for Probate Conservator may be set for hearing to assist in evaluating
whether a Petition for Appointment of Temporary Conservator may be desired.

2. Temporary Conservatorship

Where the petitioner believes that the proposed conservatee will suffer harm or
substantial loss prior to the hearing date on the Petition for Appointment of Probate
Conservatagrpetitioner may also file Retition for Temporary Conservatorshim

all such cases, the Petition for Appointment of Probate Conservator must first be on
file in the c¢clerkés office and a case n|
Conservatorship wibe heard.

a. Reqgular Notice:

Normally, a Petition for Temporary Conservatorshifi be setfor hearing
at the time normally set aside for prabatattersllowing for at least ten (10)
daysdé notice of the petition.

b. EmergencyCircumstancesEx Parte Application:

In very rare circumstances where the proposed conservatee is in immediate
and grave danger of physical or irreparable financial harm, petitioner may
notice the Petition for Temporary Consedorahipto be heard on the ex parte
calendar.

B. Required Documentsin Conservatorship Cases

In addition to the pleadings and papers normally required in a conservatorship matter, the
following special instructions apply:

1. Appointment of Court Investigator

The Sonoma County Court Investigasirall be appointed for all conservatorship
cases (excluding LP&nservatorships). Petitioner must submit the proposed Order
Appointing Court Investigatorto the Clerk with the firsfiled Petition for
Appointment of Probat€onservatarrequesting appointment of the Office of the
Sonoma County Court Investigator, with Boxes next to paragraphs 1 and 3 checked,
at a minimum(Judicial Council form GC 330)

2. Conservatorship Handbook
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The required DUTIES OF CONSERVATOR AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF
RECEIPT OF HANDBOOK (Judicial Counddorm GC348) shall be submitted
with the first filed Petition for Appointment of Proba@enservatr. The
HANDBOOK FOR CONSERVATORS is available at:
http://lwww.courts.ca.gov/documents/conservatorship_handbook.pdf.

3. Notification of Change of Contact Information

Any time the conservator or guardian or the conservateeaat has a change of
contact information, th&lotice of Change ofAddress or Othe€ontact Information
shall be filed and served on the Office of the Prokdart Investigatar (Judicial
Council Form MG040)

4, Confidential Contact Information Form

The Confidential Contact Information Form must be filed with all petitions for
appointment of a conservator, including appointment of temporary, successofs or co
conservators, and all petitions for approval ofaunts of a conservatorship estate.
The Confidenti al Contact I nformati.on
(Sonoma County Local Form PR2)

C. Procedures Specific to GuardianshigMatters

1. Probate Court Investigator

The Office ofthe ProbateCourt Investigatooversees initial and subsequent probate
petitions involving the guardian of the person, including cases involving both
guardianship of the person and estate.

2. Report of Proposed Guardian

A Report of Proposed GuardiaRorm shall be filed with any Petition for
Appointment of Guardian(Sonoma County Local Form FR

3. Temporary Guardianship Petitions

a. Applications for Temporary Guardianships of the Person may be submitted
to the Sonoma County C®iwision, MGndayr k 0
through Friday, during normal business hours.

For gplicationssubmitted between 8:00a.m. and 8:30aarders will be
available for pickup after 2:00 p.m. the day the order is submitted.

A party or attorney for a party can call (7®21-6893 to be informed of the
status of the application.

For

S
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b. Opposition papers may be submitted in person at the Sonoma County Court
Cl er k6 s OfDivisione A coyofdhe apposition papers shall also
be served personally or ligx on the opposing party by 8:00 a.m. on the day
of judicial review. If service of the opposition papers is not possible, an ex
parte declaration shall be filed providing the reasons for the lack of service.

C. Judicial review of the applications feix parte orders shall be conducted
Monday through Friday beginning at 8:30 a.m.

d. Notice: The moving party must give notice of the ex parte request. The
notice SHALL include copies of ALL papers submitted to the court. This
notice requirement caretwaived by the court if (1) notice is impossible, or
(2) notice would frustrate the very purpose of the order, or (3) immediate and
irreparable harm could be suffered if notice were given. (Sonoma County
Local FormPR-10 should accompany the applicatjon.

5. Petition for Visitation

A request for an order of visitation will be filed using Local Form®Rwhich can

be |l ocated on the courtés public alebsite
parties following the Probateéode, California Rules of Court and Local Rules for
Conservatorships and Guardianships.

D. Independent Powers under ProbatéCode 82591 et. seq.

The provisions of this section apgdipth to conservatorship and guardianship matters. For
simplicity only, the terminology for conservatorships is used.

1. Necessity Required

The conservator of the estate has broad powers to act for the conservatee's benefit
under the Probatéode. The Court will generally limit a grant of Independent Powers
under Probate Code 82590 et seq. to specific factual situations where necessity
requires independent powers.

2. Special Rules for Independent Powers

The following rules kall apply to all cases involving requests for independent
powers, except LP&onservatorships:

a. Temporary Conservatorship of the Estate:
Independent powers will be granted in a temporary conservgian§tihe
estate only in unusual situations upon a showing of good cause.

b. Factual Showing:
Any request for independent powers shall be accompanied by an affidavit or
declaration setting forth the facts which explain why: (1) the power requested
is needed to administer the estate or protect the conservatee; and (2) granting
such power would be the advantage, benefit and in the best interests of the
estate and the conservatee.
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C. Specific Enumeration of Powers:
Each power must be described in detail. Quoting the specific language of the
subsection enumerating the requested pasvereferred. It is not sufficient
to incorporate by reference Prob&tede §2591 in the petition.

d. Real Property Description:
Where the power to sell real property is requested, the request shall describe
the real propeytto be sold by the street address or legal description, and
whether or not the property is the conservatee's home or former home. The
notices of the request shall include the street address.

e. Court Confirmation of Real Property Sales:
Where the independent power to sell real property is granted, the Court will
normally require the sale be returned to the court for confirmation. This
requirement may be waived by the Court upon showing of good cause.

f. Enumerated SpecialPowersin Order and Letters:
Any special powers granted must be set forth in detail in the Order and in the
Lettersof ConservatorshipIn addition, if the poweto sell real property has
been granted, the Order and Letters shall describe the property to be sold by
street address or legal description, and whether court confirmation of the sale
is required.

E. ConservatorshipgGuardianship Accountings

1. Format

A standard accounting lists receipts and disbursements in suljételr categories,
with each receipt and disbursement category subtotaled.

Accounts of conservators and guartgsshdl be filed as a standard accounting unless
prior court approval is sought and obtained to file a sfingaliaccounting.

2. Adequacy of Bond

Reports of conservators and guardians shall state the total amountwirére bond

and whether additional bond is necessary. The report shall set forth the calculation
of the minimum bond amount, including the amount for recovery. Each report should
also specify any blocked bank accounts or assets and the current vahyesati
assets. Any significant changes in the value of assets should be reported, together
with the effect on the adequacy of the bond.

3. Requests for Extensiorof Accountings

Extensions to file accounts in conservatorships araddianships may be approved

in the courtds discretion. When reques
shall do so by filing an ex parte application and declaration in support of the extension
asaniOr der on Matter No uhaepglicabledcal guea Hear i

4. Original Account Statements in Conservatorshipand Guardianship Matters
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F.

Wherever the Probat€ode or these rules require the filing of original financial
account, billing and/ or escrow statement
clerk and not filedAll persons required to file documents electronically under these

Local Rules shall coidentially lodge the documents through thfiliag system. A

pleading caption page must be page one, and the first chronological statement of each
financial institution shall be bookmarked separately. If multipfiéireg envelopes

are required, pleageake a note in the comments box. Original scanned papers must

be retained and delivered to the Court for inspection upon request.

Persons not mandated to electronically file may still do so or deliver paper copies to
the Court for filing.

When paper dagnents are lodged, the documents must not be bound and must be
contained in a 90 x 120 (or |l arger , i f
prominently marked as ACONFI DENTI ALO and
brief description of the contesit If requested, original papers will be returned to the
filer after the Courtdés determination of
fiduciary must submit a sedddressed envelope of sufficient size and with adequate
postage affixed to retutine documents by mail at the time of lodging.

However the documents are submitted, the documents shall be organized by account

and then chronologically for each account. If the document exceeds a hundred pages,
an index should be included.

Waiver of Accounts

a. General Rule. Except as noted below, no request or petition for waiver of
any account or final account (upon the death of the conservatee or minor) in
any conservatorship or guardianship will be approved.

b. Small Estates Waivers of Account in conservatorships and guardianships
may be approved for small estates in the court's discretion under the
provisions of Probat€ode §2628. The conservator/guardian shall request
the waiver of account by completing and filing the local form PR6, and
submitting the requestasn A Or der on Matteodo &aot R ¢
described in Local Rule. After the courtshardered a waiver of accounting
in either a conservatorship or guardianship, the conservator/guardian shall
either biennially file the local form PR if the estate continues to meet the
conditions of Probate Code 82628 to waive an account, or file anrscand
report.

C. Guardianship Final Account Waivers. Waivers of final guardianship
accounts on termination are discouraged. Where the ward waives the final
account, the court may require the ward to be present at the hearing.

Final Distribution in Conservatorships and Guardianships.

1.

Investigator's Assessment on Final Accounting

Page43



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

Prior to the filing of a Petition for Termination of a conservatorship, counsel shall
contact the Coutinvestigatorto determine the Court Investigator's assessment of the
conservatorship estate for services rendered. A request to pay the assessment and the
amount of the assessment shall be included in the petition and finahtaool order
thereon.

Small Estates

If the value of the conservatorship/guardianship estate does not exceed the amount
determined under Proba@ode 8§ 13100 and distribution is intended by affidavit
procedure pursuant to Probate Code § 13101, notice of hearing, a copy of the final
account and report of the conservator/guardian, and a copy of the petition for final
distributiony shall be served otie successor(s) of the deceased conservatee/ward.

Other Probate Estates

In all other cases, a petition for final distribution upon the death of conservatee or
ward shall be approved only after appointment of a personal re@tgerdf the

estate of the conservatee/ward. The final account and petition for distribution of the
conservator/guardian shall identify the personal representative and the court and case
number of the probate proceeding for the deceased conservateeMatide of
hearing, a copy of the final account and report of conservator/guardian, and a copy of
the petition for final distributioyshall be served on the personal representative of the
estate of the deceased conservatee/ward.

G. Limited and LPS Conservatorships

1.

Limited Conservatorship Filings

Every conservatorship involving a developmentally disabled proposed conservatee
shall be filed as a limited conservatorship proceeding.

Disclosure of Developmerdl Disability

The involvement of a developmentally disabled conservatee shall be clearly set forth
in all conservatorship and guardianship petitions and accountings.

Limited Conservatorships Regional Center

a. Calendar Setting if Regional CenterReport Required

Any conservatorship proceeding requiring a Regional Ceapart shall be

set at least thirty (30) days after mailing notice of the proceeding to the
Regional Center, to allow the Regional Center report to be filed prior to the
hearing.

b. Regional Centerand Public DefenderAppointment

The Order Appointing Regional Cenf&@onoma County Local Form # PR
4) may be utilized to facilitate ordering the Regional Center report and
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appointment of the Public Defend&y represent the conservatee. Such
Orders shall be submitted with the initial Petition.

4, Review of General Conservatorships

In existing general conservatorships involving a developmentally disabled
conservatee the court may direct that a new petitioconservatorship be filed under
the limited conservatorship code provisions.

5. Accountings
Any accounting required in LRS limited conservatorship matters shall comply with
accounting requirements in other Sonoma County consestdp estate matters
unless otherwise directed by the court designated to hear the LPS calendar.

6. Closed Status of Reports

Reports by a Regional Centand the Office of the Probaourt Investigatgrand

other documents or materials containing sensitive information filed in &S
limited conservatorship hearings, shall be maintained in a confidential status in the
case file with disclosurenty to authorized persons pursuant to Court order.

(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev.7/1/2006, 1/1/2007, 7/1/2007, 1/1/2008, 7/1/2009, 1/1/2010,
7/1/2010, 1/1/2011, 7/1/2012, 1/1/20141/201% Rev. and renumbered 1/1/2021
revised 7/1/2021

6.5 COMPENSATION OF FIDUCIARIES AND ATTORNEYS

A. Feesand Commissions in General

Al'l requests for compensation of fiduciarie
guardianship, conservatorship and trust proceedings shall be submitted oostptiance
with the Code of Civil Procedure, Prob&ede, California Rules of Court, and these local

rules.
B. Feesfor Extraordinary Services in Decedents' Estates

1. General Rule
Each request for fees for extraordinary services will be considered on its individual
merits. Such services may include, but shall not be limited to, leases and
foreclosures of real property, tax matters (including preparation of returns, audits
and tax itigation), operating a business, heirship proceedings, special services that
may be necessary for the personal representative or attorney to perform, and those
matters specifically mentioned in the California Rules of Court.

2. Determination of Entitlement and Amount

In addition to the factors set forth in California Rules of Court, the Court may
consider the following factors, among others, in exercising its discretion in any
application for fees for extraordinary services:
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a. Time devoted to the atter categorized by subject matter of services
provided. The Court must be provided with a statement of facts containing
sufficient informationin order to enable it to analyze the reasonableness of the rate
and the amount ofime devoted to the matte Detailed time records may be

provided to support thatatement of facts, but are not required in all cases.

b. The benefits of the services to the estate. It is recognized that the
representative or his or her attorney may occasionally be undéy s qursue
certain matterswhich do not provide a financial gain to the estate. Such services
may nevertheledse compensable.

C. Whether, if not performed by the attorney or personal representative, the
extraordinary services would have been performed by an independent
professionabnd the reasonable expected cost of such independent services.

3. Service of Petition for Comensation

In addition to other papers required to be served, copies of any petitions requesting

all owance of fees or commissions for ext
shall be served on all persons entitled to receive enofithe hearing on the petition

(except beneficiaries of specific gifts whose interests are not affected by the
compensation requested).

C. Compensationof Conservators, Guardians and Their Legal Counsel

1. Court Appointed Counselfor Conservatees

Hourly rates for court appointed counsel for conservatdébe set at the time of
appointment.

2. Allowance of Fees

Each request for fees in guardianship and conservatorship matters will be
considered on its individual merits.

3. Factors in Allowing Compensation

In addition to the factors set forth in California Rules of Court, the Court may
consider the following factors, among others, in exercising its discretion in any
application for fees for services:

a. Time devoted to the matter categorized by subject matter of services
provided. The Court must be provided with a statement of facts containing
sufficient information in order to enable it to analyze the reasonableness of
the rate and the amount time deaato the matter by each person whose
time is charged. Time records may be provided to support the statement of
facts, but are not required in all cases. However, if the court has questions
about fees, time records may be requested. To avoid delayrovappf
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fees, counsel may want to submit time records at the time of filing their fee
request.

b. The quality and extent of the services performed.
c. The responsibility assumed and exercised.

d. Inafinal account, a reasonable estimate of work and time tpletan
estate affairs and distribution.

4, Attorney Representing Conservate®r Ward

An attorney representing the conservaieward may file a petition for fees at any
time after the hearing on the petition for appointment of probate conservator or

guardian.
D. Reimbursement of Costsn Conservatorships and Guardianships
1. Reimbursement of Costs
a. Allowed Reimbursements. Allowable reimbursement of reasonable costs

that benefit the conservatorship estate include, but are not limited to:
i Coutt Clerkodés fees;

ii. Newspaper publication fees;

iii. Surety bond premiums;

iv. Appraisal fees;

V. Extraordinary photocopies involving large numbers of pages, not to
exceed $0.25/page;

Vi. Extraordinary Postage:

a. certified mail fees; and
b. foreign mailings.
Vii. Photocopies and p@gje costs must typically be itemized; however,
up to a total of $100.00 in fAmisc:
may be approved without itemizing.

b. Not reimbursable. The following costs are considered part of normal
overhead and may not be reimbursed absent a showing of special
circumstances:

i. Routine photocopies and postage;
ii. Secretarial time and paralegal time for secretarial services;
iii. Local telephone calls; and

iv. Locd mileage and parking.
C. Rei mbursed Only i nThealamng ddsgsmybs cr et i on
rei mbursed in the Courtdés discretion:

i. Unusually large costs for photocopies and postage;
ii. Substitutes for U.S. Postal Service (Federal Express, UPS, etc.);
iii. Long dstance telephone;

iv. Travel outside of Sonoma County;
V. Parking fees incurred when traveling outside of Sonoma County;
and
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Vi. Other costs found to be extraordinary.

(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 1/1/1999, 7/1/2009, 7/1/2010, 01/01/221%5/2016; 1/1/19

6.6 BONDS

A.

Increasing or Decreasing BondAmount

The fiduciary may normally petition to increase or decrease the required amount of bond on
an ex parte basis, using the procedure @ditainingan "Order on Matter Not Requiring
Hearing described in Local Rule 612 Where objections to the amount of bond are expected,
the petition should be noticed for hearing on the regular probate calendar.

Use of Bbcked Accounts

A fiduciary shall evaluate whether holding liquid assets in blocked accounts with financial
institutions would be advantageous to the estate and request authorization for such holdings,
where appropriate.

Waiver of Bond in Conservatorships and Guardianships

The Court generally will not waive bond for conservatorships or guardianships except in the
following circumstances:

1. Conservator Spouse of Conservatee

Where the conservator is the spouse of conservatee, all or most of the property of the
conservatee is shown to be community property, to the Court's satisfaction, and the
community property is to be excluded from estate administration.

2. ConservateeWaiver

In matters where the conservatee gives consent, as a competent person, to waiver of
bond.

3. Small Estates

In small estates as defined in the Proltzdde. Sonoma County Local Form-BR
is available for this purpose.

Reducing BondThrough Use of Blocked Account.

1. Issuance of Letters

Where assets are to be placed in a blocked account, the fiduciary shadl Riedtipt

and Acknowledgment of Order Restricting Release of Property of the Financial
Institution within thirty (30) days of issuance of LetteBonoma County Local Form
PR-5 is available for this purpose.

Proposed ordsrpertaining to blocked accounts should contain appropriate language
to allow deposits in conformance with the Proliatele and Financial Code § 1586.
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2. After Appointment

Bonds may be reduced at any time after appointment by an ex parte petition and order
reducing bond, together with the Receipt and Acknowledgment of Order Restricting
Release of Property of the Financial Institution showing that assets have been
deposited. Such petition must set forth the total assets of the estate and designate
those held in blocked accounts. The reduced bond must satisfy the minimum bond
requirements. Such a petitionmay be presemated an fAOr der on Matt e
Hearing , as described in Local Rul e 6. 2.1

3. Direct Transmittal to Financial Institution

If the assets to be deposited are in the possession of a financial institution other than
the named financial institution, the order should direct the entity ssgssion to
deliver such assets directly to the named financial institution and further direct the
financial institution, on receiving such assets, to issue its receipt and agreement to the
fiduciary, who shall forthwith file the same with the Court.

4, Withdrawals or Releases from Blocked Accounts

An application for an order authorizing release of assets from a blocked account may

be submitted ex parte as@rOr der on Matt er ObsaéscriBeelipui r i n
Local Rule 6.2.1. The petition should set forth the approximate value of the assets on
hand, the approximate value of all assets in blocked accounts, the amount of the
existing bond and the purpose for which the withdrawal is requested.

E. Discharge of Bondand Exoneration of Surety

1. Receipts Must be Filed

Bondshall not be discharged and surety exonerated until all Receipts on Distribution
have been filed with the Court.

2. Guardianship Bonds on Termination

The guardian of the estate shall maintain the guardianship bond during tfl® one
year period that commences when the ward reaches the age of majority. The Order
terminating the guardianship of the estate may include an authorization to retain a
reserve for payment of the bond premium for the additional one year period and
relatedfees and costs.

The Order terminating the guardianship of the estate may recite that the bond is
discharged and the surety on the bond exonerated on the date that is one (1) year after
t he wa'bidhdlay, udle8s suit has been filed within that di)eyéar period.

(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 1/1/2003, 1/1/2010, 7/1/20Q0/01/201%

6.7 SALES OF REAL PROPERTY
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A. QOverbids in Court Confirmation of Sale

When there is successful overbid in open court on a sale of real property, counsel must
complete and the successful bidder must sign an "Increased Bid In Open Court" form and file
same. $onoma County Local Form PR}) The order will not be signed unldbg form is

filed. Copies of the Increased Bid In Open Court form will be available in the Probate
Department when a sale of real property is on calendar.

B. No Commission-- Special Situations

No real estate commission shall be alldwe credited to or for the benefit of a personal
representative or fiduciary in the subject probate proceeding who is a licensed real estate
broker or salesperson in any probate sale of real property in the proceeding, directly or
indirectly. The petitia for confirmation of sale shall state any known claim of the personal
representative, fiduciary or purchaser to all or any part of the proposed real estate commission,
directly or indirectly.

C. Disputes Between Agents or Brokers Regarding Compensation

Should a dispute arise between agents or brokers seeking compensation upon the sale of real
property under the purview of Section 10161 and/or Sections 10162.5 through 10166 of the
ProbateCode, there shall be a separate evidentiary hearing to resolve the dispute. Before the
hearing the agents or broker, or their respective attorney, shall "meet and confetd-(face
face) in a reasonable and good faith attempt to resolve the disputeattjoor by other

means, and notify the court of the results at leas{®yoourt days before the hearing. The

sale of real property may be confirmed at the hearing on the sale and need not be delayed by
virtue of any dispute for compensation by or ledw real estate agents or brokers.

D. Contracts With Broker or Agent

Any application for order approving an exclusive listing agreement with a real estate broker
or agent shall include a completed copy of the proposed written listing as an atta&uolent.

application may be submitted ex pardeasas ar
described in Sonoma County Local Rule 6.28ff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 1/1/1999, 7/1/2010
01/01/201%

6.8 TRUST PETITIONS

A. Trust Instrument

For every petition filed pursuant to Division 9 of the Probate Code, the petition must
include a copy of the entire trust instrument(s) relevant to the action, including all
amendments thereto, and all attachments, schedules, and exhibits.

B. Accountings

1. Required Form of Accounts

Accountings should conform to the requirements set forth in this rule and with
Probate Code sections 106064 and 2620 as well as Cal. Rules of Court, Rule
7.575.Accountings are designated as either standard or sindplAistandard
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accounting lists receipts and disbursements in subjatter categories, with each
receipt and disbursement category subtotaled. A simplified accounting lists receipts
and disbursements chronologically, by receipt or payment date, witHgatsu

matter categorie®ll trustees must file standard accountings unless prior court
approval is sought and obtained to file a simplified accounfingounting values

of assets must not be changed to reflect fair market value, but fair market value
mug be set forth separately in the report or account. If an item is net self
explanatory, an explanation must appear either in the accounting or in the report
accompanying the accounting.

Pagebl



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

RULE 7 RULES APPLICABLE TO DEFAULT, UNCONTESTED, AND COMPROMISE
PROCEEDINGS
7.1 DEFAULT CALENDAR

Default, uncontested, and compromise hearings will be conducted at such times as scheduled by the
Assigned JudgeE(f. 1/1/1997; Rev7/1/2004)

7.2 PROCEDURE
Defautand wuncontested hearings wil!/ be schedul ed
letter d confirmation of the date, time and location of the hearing shall be sent to the Clerk of the
Court not less than ten (10) calendar days prior to the sietteldeiaring and shall be accompanied by
all documents listed in California Rules of Court, Rule 3.1800(a). Failure to do so shall result in the
hearing being dropped from the default calendar on the date scheduled. IN NO CASE WILL THE
MATTER BE CALENDARED BY THE CLERK UNLESS THE DEFAULT HAS BEEN ENTERED
AND FILED. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev7/1/2004 1/1/2007)

73 ATTORNEYOSINBE-EULT PROCEEDINGS

A. I'n Iimited civil cases, whenever the obliga
fee in eacltase where judgment is entered by the clerk pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure
8585(a) shall be fixed pursuant to the fallng schedule:

35% of the first $1,500.00 principal prayed for in complaint
30% of the second $1,500.00 or any part thereof
25% of the third $1,500.00 or any party thereof

10% of the sum in excess of $4,500.00

SCHEDULE OF ATTORNEY®6S FEES
PRINCIPAL FEES PRINCIPAL FEES

$50.00 $17.50 $9,000.00 $1,800.00
$100.00 $35.00 $9,500.00 $1,850.00
$200.00 $70.00 $10,000.00 $1,900.00
$400.00 $140.00 $10,500.00 $1,950.00
$600.00 $210.00 $11,000.00 $2,000.00
$800.00 $280.00 $11,500.00 $2,050.00
$1,000.00 $350.00 $12,000.00 $2,100.00
$1,500.00 $525.00 $12,500.00 $2,150.00
$1,600.00 $555.00 $13,000.00 $2,200.00
$1,800.00 $615.00 $13,500.00 $2,250.00
$2,000.00 $675.00 $14,000.00 $2,300.00
$2,200.00 $735.00 $14,500.00 $2,350.00
$2,400.00 $795.00 $15,000.00 $2,400.00
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PRINCIPAL FEES PRINCIPAL FEES
$2,600.00 $855.00 $15,500.00 $2,450.00
$2,800.00 $915.00 $16,000.00 $2,500.00
$3,000.00 $975.00 $16,500.00 $2,550.00
$3,200.00 $1,025.00 $17,000.00 $2,600.00
$3,400.00 $1,075.00 $17,500.00 $2,650.00
$3,600.00 $1,125.00 $18,000.00 $2,700.00
$3,800.00 $1,175.00 $18,500.00 $2,750.00
$4,000.00 $1,225.00 $19,000.00 $2,800.00
$4,200.00 $1,275.00 $19,500.00 $2,850.00
$4,400.00 $1,325.00 $20,000.00 $2,900.00
$4,600.00 $1,360.00 $20,500.00 $2,950.00
$4,800.00 $1,380.00 $21,000.00 $3,000.00
$5,000.00 $1,400.00 $21,500.00 $3,050.00
$5,500.00 $1,450.00 $22,000.00 $3,100.00
$6,000.00 $1,500.00 $22,500.00 $3,150.00
$6,500.00 $1,550.00 $23,000.00 $3,200.00
$7,000.00 $1,600.00 $23,500.00 $3,250.00
$7,500.00 $1,650.00 $24,000.00 $3,300.00
$8,000.00 $1,700.00 $24,500.00 $3,350.00
$8,500.00 $1,750.00 $25,000.00 $3,400.00

In an action on book account, attorney fees shall be fixed atakiennam permitted under

Civil Code 81717.5.Kff. 1/1/1997;Rev. 7/1/2008)
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RULE 8 RULES APPLICABLE TO CRIMINAL TRIAL PROCEEDINGS

8.1

CRIMINAL COURTS: ASSIGNMENT OF CASES

All criminal felony mattersincluding violoations of felony probatioshall be initially set in the

design#ed Early Case Resolution Departm@i€CR). If a felony case is not resolved in the Early

Case Resolution Department, it shall be assigt
predetermined alphabetical split basis.

All criminal misdemeanor matdts, with the exceptioof misdemeanor Domestic Violencases, shall
be assigned for dal.l purposeso to a misdemeano
basis.

A Defendant with a hyphenated last name shall be assigned an alphabetical split based on the first last
name.

A copy of the CriminaDivision Schedule may be obtained from theSur i or Court Cl er
Criminal Division, or on our websitevww.sonoma.courts.ca.goyEff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/2005
7/1/2009 7/1/2015, 1/1/2021)

All violations of probation shall be assigned to a criminal department on laabatcal
split basis. Violations of formal probation in domestic violence cases shall initially be

B. Disclosure of NonConfidential VOP Probation Records

The Court authorizes the Sonoma County Probation Department to produce copies of non
confidential probation records that form the basis of allegations containedréq@st
Probati on be Summarily Revoked (aka, t he
prosecution in anformal violation of probation proceeding.

Any request for confidential records, or records of probation not otherwise produced by the
Probation Deprtment,may be sought through the Court in any Violation of Probation
proceeding after providing reasonable notice to the Probation Department and District
Attorneyd s Of Eff. ¥/1€199F; Rev(/1/2005 1/1/2008 1/1/202)

8.2 VIOLATION OF PROBATION
A. Assignment of Cases
assigned tohte domestic violence court.
8.3

PROTECTION OF CONFIDENTIAL PERSONAL INFORMATION

In accordance with Penal Code section 964 and the public policy set forth therein,

prosecutors and law enforcement agencies should not submit police reports, arressorepo
investigative reports containing Aconfident
subdivision (b) of Penal Code 8 964) of victims or witnesses to the court in support of a

criminal complaint, indictment, or information; or in support of a sear@rrest warrant.

Rather, prosecutors and law enforcement agencies should present the court with written
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8.4

declarations from law enforcement officers that are devoid of this confidential personal
information.

The parties may submit copies of police rep@teest reports or investigative reports that

are redacted of all Aconfidenti al per sonal
redacted copies of these reports provided to the court must be attached to a declaration
attesting to the fact thatthef or mat i on redacted was dAconfi di
victims and/or witnesses as defined in Penal Code Section 964. The parties must also

provide an unredacted copy of the documents, which, upon review, shall be sealed, and
retained bythecourt i f t he redacted materi al i's deter
as defined in Penal Code Section 964(b).

I n instances where Aconfidenti al per sonal i
redacted for purposes of clarity or completenésit must be provided to the court,

prosecutors and law enforcement may request the court seal a portion or all of the warrant

and its components, police report, arrest report or investigative report. The Court may grant
the sealing order if it makesdtollowing express findings in a written orderThe

document requested to be sealed contains fic
Penal Code Section 964; 2. The confidential personal information must be provided to the

court for clarity ad completeness of the criminal complaint, indictment, information, or
search/arrest warrant application; and 3. No less restrictive means exist, such as the
procedures set forth in paragraphs #2 and #3 of [this Local Rule], to protect the confidential
personal information while preserving clarity and completeness of the criminal complaint,
indictment, information, or search/arrest warrant application. If the sealing request also
seeks protection of information asdefinedby s not
Penal Code Section 964, the Court will consider that portion of the request pursuant

California Rules of Court 2.550. All documents reviewed, as well as orders signed, will be
retained by the court.

All agencies should bear in mind thagétbourt will not undertake the task of redacting any
confidential personal information of victims or withesses from documents submitted for the
courtds consideration. Rather, the burden t
within any documentsrpsented falls squarely on the agencies preparing and presenting

them to the court. In this respect, the court may exercise its discretion to accept or reject a
police, arrest or investigative report containing confidential personal information that is
submitted in support of a criminal complaint, indictment, or information; or in support of a

search or arrest warraifdded 7/1/15)

CRIMINAL PRETRIAL LAW AND MOTION

Criminal pretrial law @d motion hearings shall be heard by the gidgsigned the case at such time
and place scheduled by the judge.

A. Written Motion Procedures

1. All motions shall be made in writing. With the exception of 1050 PC continuance
motions Notice of Motionand Motion for Transfer pursuant to PC 1203.9 and
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motions to vacate baiond forfeitures, or upon order of the codtL. motions must

be filed in court, except that the judge

Office by minute sheet entryi203.4 PC motions to expunge/reduce will be received

in the Clerkés Office and filed in cour

motions. Appearances for filing of motions in court may be calendared through the
Clerkdos Office.

All motions, induding all Penal Code section 1538.5 motions, shall clearly state the
grounds for the motion and be accompanied by points and authorities; which shall
include a concise statement of the facts supporting the motion.

2. All motions, including all Penal Codeection 1538.5 motions, shall clearly state the
grounds for the motion and be accompanied by points and authorities; which shall
include a concise statement of the facts supporting the motion.

3. All moving papers and all responding documents shall Hheehearing date
prominently displayed and underlined in red on the documents togettethsi

moving partyés estimates of the ti me
4. Courtesy copies of all pl eadings shal
assistahor courtroom clerk at the time of filing.
5. Any person submitting or filing documents with the court shall redact personal and
financial identifying information.
(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 1/1/2005, 7/1/2007, 7/1/2008, 1/1/2010, 71820/1/15 Rev.
andrenumbered 1/1/2021
8.5 PRETRIAL DISCOVERY [Repealed]
Rule 85 repealed effective January 1, ;A0@dopteceffectivelanuary 1,1997% previously amended
effectiveJanuary 12005)
8.6 APPOINTMENT AND PAYMENT OF COUNSEL IN CONFLICT CASES
A. In cases where the Public Defendley Of f i c e d éenAdubanetsverderimioah f | i

matters, the Court shall appoint conflicts counsel. (Penal Code s88fid2) The County of
Sonoma may provide a list abntract conflict counsel for the court to make appointments.

If any attorneys from the contract list declare a conflict, the Court shall appoint the next
attorney on the list. If the list is exhausted, the Court in its discretion shall appoint other
conpetent conflict counsel outside of the contract conflicts list.

B. In cases where the Public Defeniler Of f i ce decl ares unavail
conflicts counsel. (Penal Code section 987.2) The County of Sonomarmage a list of
contract conflict counsel for the court to make appointments. If any attorneys from the
contract list declare a conflict, the Court shall appoint the next attorney on the list. If the list
is exhausted, the Court in its discretion shppoint other competent conflict counsel outside
of the contract conflicts list.

req

ct

abi

C. AfReasonabl e necesfsanmye annernVvilaeso shall al so

conflicts counsel. (Penal Code section 987.8(g), and section 987.9; Evidedeesection
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730) These requests are confidential and may be maplartxto the Superior Court. The
application for appointment and funds shall be accompanied by an affidavit and other
supporting documents that specifically outline the eaableness of the request and the
appropriate amount of funds requested.

After the appointments are made and applicationsther defense services fees are approved,
bills for payment shall be forwarded to the County of Sonoma for review and paymen
appropriate. (Penal Code section 987.3ff.(1/1/1997; Re\./1/2006 1/1/2007 7/1/2007
7/1/2010

Applications for second counsel in special circumstances cases shall be made to the "P.C. 987.9"
judge ofthe Superior Court. The application shall specify how the lead counsel intends to use the

All applications involving criminal matters shall hesented to the assigned criminal

All applications for a court order for the temporary release of inmates from the Sonoma
County Jail shall beled and presented in writing along with a proposed order to the assigned

1. Each application shall include a written declaration showing that notice of the
application has been given to the District Attorreyd to the Sonoma dDnty
Sheri ffds Of f i-eight(48)doursbefose she dpat@mis pfesentedy

2. Unless the District Attornewgrees in writing, the application shall be heard and
decided by the Court after considering the viewdlgfaties. The Court may under
appropriate circumstaes consider in camera declarations concerning the merits of

3. Any order granting the application shall include an order that the Sonoma County
Sheriff shall provide security arichnsportation for the applicant. Alternatively, the
Court may choose to release the inmate on his own recognizance or supervised own

4, Upon submission of a declaration of indigence, the order maydea waiver of
costs or fees by the Sheriff for transportation and security.

5. In the event that the defendant requests confidentiality the aaler may include a
protective order to preserve confidentiality, upon a showing of good cause.

8.7 APPOINTMENT OF SECOND COUNSEL
second counsel.Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/2005 7/1/2007)
8.8 EX PARTE APPLICATIONS FOR ORDERS
A.
department.
B.
criminal department.
to the Court.
the request.
recoquizance if there is good cause to do so.
(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/2005 7/1/2007)
8.9 CONTINUANCES
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A. No trial or preliminary hearing may be continued, except upon written motion establishing
good cause as required by P.C. 1050, unless otherwise required by statutory or decisional law.
(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/2005 7/1/2007 1/1/202)

8.10 COURT SYSTEM

It is the goal of Sonoma County Superior Court that each department haagkidrsed cases from

start to finish regardless of the custodial status of the defendant. A copy of the Chivisiah

Schedul e may be obtained from the Clerkos Of fic
www.sonoma.courts.ca.goEff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/2005 7/1/2007)

8.11 ARRAIGNMENTS

Felony arraignments will be in ECR ustearraignment and plea is deferred to the trial department.
Trial departments are designated alphabetically and that alphabetic designation will be determine by
the Superior Court and is subject to change, with the exception of Domestic Violence cases.

In multiple defendant ases, the assignment shall be made by the first defendant listed on the
complaint. Once assigned, the case remains with the assigned judge until it is completed.
(Eff. 1/1/1997, Rev1/1/2005 7/1/2007 7/1/15

8.12 CALENDARING SYSTEM

A. First Appearance Date

First gopearance date for out of custody felony defendants will be two weeks after arrest.
First appearance date for out of custody misdemeanor defendants will be four (4) weeks after
arrest except in cases where defendant is charged with violations of §&itb%0377 of

the Health and Safety Code in which the first appearance date shatl (E0) days after
arrest. See, Penal Code 8853.6

When a defendant is charged with violations of Penal Code 88243(e)(1), 273.5, 273.6,
166(a)(4) or 422, the first appearce date shall be fourteen (14) days after date of arrest when
the defendant is na custody.

B. Arraignments
Public Defendeand District Attorneyshall be present at all arraignments.

Any person appointed an attorney shall be assessed fées fferson is fouhable to pay
them.

C. Schedule of Events

MisdemeanorsAfter the entry of a plea of not guilty, the case shall be set for a settlement
conference. If there is no settlement and no motions to be filed, the next event setahall be
readiness conference and jury triMisdemeanor cases shall be disposeatiordance with
California Rules of Court Judicial Administration Standards 2.2. (Effective 1/1/1997;
Revised 1/1/2021)
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D. Calendar Events

1. Arraignments

The District Attorneyshall give a defendant, designated by the court as in pro per, or
an attorney appearing generally, a copy of all police and laboratory reports and the
complaint.

District Attorneyshall file P.C. 1000 declarationsapplicable.

2. Jury Trials

a. Felony cases: Defendant is to be present at jury trial unless waived. Each
judge shall conduct a pretrial conference to discuss in limine motions, jury
instructions, witness schedules and voir dire proceduf&st. 1/1/1997;

Rev. 1/1/2006, 7/1/2007; 7/1/15)

b. Misdemeanor Cases: Defendant is to be present at jury trial unless waived.
Each judge shall conduct a pretrial conference to discuss in limine motions,
jury instructions, witness schedules arit dire procedures. All motions
in limine, requested jurinstructions listed by hame and number, witness
list, and verdict forms shall be filed with the court no later than the first day
of trial. Unless specially set, the first day of trial is Thursday at 10:30 a.m.
(Eff. 7/1/15 Rev. 7/1/2021
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RULE 9 RULES APPLICABLE TO FAMILY LAW PROCEEDINGS

GENERAL PROVISIONS

9.1 APPLICATION [Repealed]

Rule 9.1 repealed effective January 1, 2021; adopted effective Jant@8y, Jpreviously amended
January 12004and July 1201Q

9.1 CASE ASSIGNMENT

All Family Law cases will be assigned to a Family Law department upon the filing of the
initial pleading. The assignment to a department is for all purposes. The statutory time
limits to disqualify a judicial officer pursmtito CCP §170.6(a)(2) shall contrdExceptions
include those cases required to be heard by the Ti[2 €dmmissioner pursuant to Family
Code section 4251 and cases filed pursuant to the Domestic Violence Presehtion

Family Code section 6200 et seq. The assigned department shall continue to hear the case
through its course unless the department is disqualified, recuses itself, there is a change in
judicial assignments, or the Department of Child Support Serkicetervened in the

action at which time all pending suppoetated hearings will be fealendared to the Child
Support Commissionerlf the case must be moved for any of the above reasongghe ¢

shall be reassigned to another Family Law department.

(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev7/1/2005 1/1/2007 7/1/2007 7/1/2010, 7/1/20121/1/2018 1/1/202)

9.3 SANCTIONS IN RESPECT TO RULES

A. In General

Failure to comply with angipplicablerules may subject theoncomplying partyo sanctions.
B. Responsibility

If a failure to comply with an applicable rule is the responsibility of counsginat of the

party, any penalty must be imposed oncounsedla must not adversely af:!
of action or defense.

C. Notice and Procedure
Sanctionsnust not be i mposed under this rasl e exc
or upon the court 6s oproridedrwticé anchan appdrtenity tothb e ¢ o
hear d. A partyds motion for sanctions must

violated, (2) describe the specific conduct that is alleged to have violated the rule, and (3)
identify the attorney, laviirm, party, witness, or other person against whom sanctions are
sought. The court on its own motion may issue an order to show cause that shall (1) set forth
the applicable rule that has been violated, (2) describe the specific conduct that appears to
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hawe violated the rule, and (3) direct the attorney, law firm, party, witness, or other person to
show cause why sanctions should not be imposed against them for violation of the rule.

D. Award of Expenses

In addition to the sanctions awardable under e, ¢court may order the person who has

vi olated an applicable rule to pay to the
reasonable expenses, including reasonable attorney fees and costsd iimcooenection

with the sanctions motion or the ordershow cause.

E. Order

An order imposing sanctions must be in writing and must recite in detail the conduct or
circumstances justifying the order. (Eff., 1/1/2004; Rev. 7/1/2010, 7/1/201/202)

9.4 FAMILY LAW FACILITATOR

A. Services Providedby the Family Law Facilitator
1. Provide educational materials to parents concerning the process of establishing
parentage and establishing, modifying, and enforcing child and spousal support in
the Courts;
2. Provide educational materials and information to parents concerning thesppbces

establishing child custody ampdrenting plarorders, particularly regarding how
custody angbarenting planselate to child support, to the extent that funding is

provided.
3. Distribute necessary court forms and voluntary declarations of paternity;
4, Provide assistance in completing forms;
5. Prepare support schedules based upon statutory guidelines;
6. Provide referrals to the local child support agency, Family Court&srand other

community agencies and resources that provide services for parents and children.

B. Additional Services Designated by Local Rule

1. Meet with the litigants to mediate issues of child support, spousal support, and
maintenance of health insurance, where at least one of the parties is not represented
by an attorney;

2. Draft stipulations and stipulated judgments regarding all Familyisawes, where
neither party is represented by an attorney;

3. At the request of the court, prior to or at the Domestic or Child Support Catendar
other hearing, review paperwork, examidocuments, prepare support calculations,
and advise the judge or commissioner whether or not the matter is ready to proceed;
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9.5

Prepare for mal orders consistent with
party is represented by an attorney;

Assist and advise the Family Lasderk with procedures and
maintenance of records;

When requested by the court, serve as a special master and make findings and
recommendations to the court, unless the Family Easilitator has served as a
mediator in that case;

When requested by the court, provide the services specified in Family Code section

10004 concerning the issues of child custody@arenting planas they relate to
calcdating child support, if funding is provided for that purpose.

Assist the court with research and any other responsibilities which will enable the
court to be responsive to the needs of unrepresented parties;

Develop and provide programs for Bar and Community Outreach that will assist
unrepresented and financiatlisadvantaged parties to gain equal access to the
Family LawCourt. Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev7/1/2005 7/1/2009 7/1/2010, 7/1/201)2

COLLABORATIVE LAW CASES

The Sonoma County Superior Court recognizes the unique natiamibf law disputes and the fact
that family law issues are best resolved by the parties reaching agreement over such critical matters

as child custody, support, and property, without engaging in the traditional adversarial litigation
process. The Sonoma@nty Superior Court strongly supports the use of the collaborative law process

as well as other alternative dispute resolution tools for the purpose of developing botarsharid
long-term workable agreements that meet the best interests of the fantihg, particularly the
children whose lives will be affected by the resolution.

A.

Designation

N o

case wil/ be entitled to a designati on

following requirements are met:

1.

The parties have signed dlaborative law stipulation and order that provides for a
full and candid exchange of information, that advisory counsel shall not
subsequently represent either party, and the prohibition for further work on this
matter by all experts and other professlematained for the process, if the use of
the collaborative law procedures are terminated.

All documents filed in the case are to be submitted by the parties-asmelented
parties. Notwithstanding this provision, the attorneys may appear &gragnt as
counsel of record for the sole purpose of filing a bifurcated judgment regarding
status, the final judgment and/or other final documents reflecting the agreement of
the parties, upon the entry of which they shall immediately withdraw.

No conested matters are presentedalitequest foDrder that requirgudicial
resolution.
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4. The term collaborative law case is included in the caption of any document filed
with the court from and after the filing of the collaborative law stipulation and
orda.

B. The collaborative law process is by its very nature, a series of intense settlement

negotiations, therefore

1. Other than as may be agreed in the collaborative law stipulation and order, no
evidence of anything said or any admission made for the purpose of, in the course
of, or pursuant to the collaborative law proceeding is admissible or subject to
discovery, andlisclosure of the evidence must not be compelled in any non
criminal proceeding.

2. Other than as may be agreed in the collaborative law stipulation and order, no
writing, as defined in Evidendeode section 250 that is prepared for thegppse of,
in the course of, or pursuant to a collaborative law case is admissible or subject to
discovery, and disclosure of the writing must not be compelled in angrimamal
proceeding. This does not include documentary items such as account gsgtemen
bank statements, records of title, etc., that reflect on the existence and value of the
assets or debts.

3. Other than as agreed in the collaborative law stipulation and order, all
communications, negotiations or settlement discussions betweengaanticin the
course of a collaborative law proceeding must remain confidential.

C. As to any case designated as a collaborative law case, the court will:

1. Consider collaborative counsel to be advisory and not attorneys of record, except as
provided in paragraph A.2. of this rule.

2. Refuse to set any hearings, impose discovery deadlines or enter scheduling orders.
3. Give priority in processing of stipulated orders.
4, Provide notice and an opportunity to be heard prior to any dismissad lupon a

failure to prosecute or for delay.

D. The designation of a case as a collaborative law case is totally voluntary and requires the
agreement of all parties. The collaborative law case designation will be removed upon
stipulation or filing andservice of a termination election as provided in the collaborative law
stipulation and order. In the event collaborative law procedures are terminated, any party
filing a Request for Ordeshall include a request for scheduling of a case management
confeence prior to the hearing

E. Except as otherwise provided in this rule, collaborative law cases are governed by the
Family Code and the California Rules of Court. (Eff./2005 Rev.7/1/2005 7/1/2009
7/1/2010, 1/1/201,31/1/2017 1/1/202)

9.6 APPEARANCE BY TELEPHONE

Page63



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

A.

Application

This rule does not apply to Family Court Serviégpointments. To request to appear
telephonically for mediation at Family Court Services, refer to Rule 9.14.A.2. This rule

does not apply when the Department of Child Support Services is requesting the telephonic
appearance on behalf of one of theipart If Department of Child Support Services is the
requesting party, they shall make the request as soon as possible after the request is made of
them by the party.

General Provision

A party, an attorney, a witness, or a representative of theestpport enforcement agency

or other governmental agency may request permission of the court to appear by telephone in
any hearing or conference. The Court shall ensure that the appearance of one or more
parties by telephone does not result in prejutlidhe parties appearing in person.

Requests

Absent good cause, request for appearance by telephone shall be made by submitting a
separate local form, form #FQ75, to the Family Laww | er ks Of fi ce with t
papers. If the gplicant is the responding party, the attorney for the responding party,
another party, or a witness, the request mu
no later than (5) five calendar days after the date of service of the moving papers. The

request by the responding paghall be served on the other parties.

Opposition

Opposition to the application must be made in writing no later than five (5) court days from
the submission and service of the application for telephone appearance.

Court Order on Application

Application and/or opposition shall be submitted to the judicial assistant for the designated
family law judicial officer. All requests and opposition papers must include a day time

telephone number and a fax number, if availalglenotification purposes. The court will

rule on the application at leg#) five court days before the hearing. If the application is

not contested and the court has not ruled on the application by that time, the application is
deemed granted. Ifpposi ti on is filed, the parties wil
decision at least 48 hours before the hearing.

I f a |itigantbds request to appear telephoni
hearing, the litigant shall have thehltgo a continuance in order to make travel
arrangements to attend the hearing.

The determination as to whether a party may appear by telephone shall be made by the court
on a cas#y-case basis. At any time before or during a proceeding or hearirgpLttie

may determine that a personal appearance would materially assist it in deciding the
proceeding or hearing and order the matter continued.

Costs
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The party appearing by telephone will be required to pay a fee directly to the vendor who
providesthe telephonic appearance services. The fee may be waived if an Order Granting
Fee Waiver has been issued by the cgkift. 7/1/2005; Rev 7/1/2007 7/1/2008

1/1/2009 7/1/2009 7/1/2010; 1/1/2012. 7/1/2012, 7/1/141/2016 1/1/2018

9.7 ACCEPTANCE OF HANDWRITTEN PLEADINGS

Litigantsmay submit handwritten pleadings in blue or black ink that are neat and Iefiglgudicial
of ficer and/ or Clerkés Office have the discret
legible. Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev7/1/2005 7/1/2009 7/1/2QAL0, 1/1/202)

938 LIMITED LEGAL REPRESENTATION [Repealed]

Rule 9/8 repealed effective January 1, 2021; adopted effective January 1, 2003; previously amended
effective July 1, 2005, January 1, 2007, July 1, 2009, July 1, 2010 and July 1, 2013.

99 DOCUMENTS NOT TO BE FILED WITH THE COURT

In family law cases only, notices of unavailability shall not be filed with the court.
(Eff. 1/1/05; Rev. 7/1/05, 7/1/09; Retracted 7/1/10; Reinstated 7/1/11)

CASE FLOW PROVISIONS

9.10 CASE RESOLUTION CONFERENCE

A. Purpose

The purpose of a Case Resolution Conferénte provide judicial management in family

law matters in order to expedite the process of the case, reduce expense of litigation, and
focus on early resolution by assisting the parties in establishing processes and procedures to
bring a case to a findlisposition in an effective and timely manner pursuant to CRC 5.83

and FC 2450.

At the Case Resolution Conferentiee court may:

0 Provide early neutral case evaluation;

0 Suggest Alternative Disputesolution

0 Bifurcate issues and set these issues for trial;

0 Make special referrals such asgarent counseling;

0 Order completion of Declarations of Disclosure if they haoebeen timely

exchanged pursuatd Family Code section 2104(f);

0 Limit, schedule or expedite discovery, including disclosure of expert witnesses
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0 Appoint joint experts upon stipulation of the parties amder allocation of
payment for experts;

o] File stipulations the parties rdaon temporary issues or that narrow the other
issues;

0 Schedule a hearing on issues that are criticthe progress of the cager
example, appointment of minorés counsel,

o] Set the case on a dismissal calendar for fatluserve (CCP 583.210y failure to
adjudicate (CCP 583.31Q)nless CCP 583.161 applies;

0 Review other case management options under Family Code section 2451 with
counsel, their clients and seHpresented parties;

0 Take such other actions anthke orders regarding case flow management which
would tend to promote a just and efficient disposition of the case.

B. Requests to Reset/Advand8et Case Resolution Conference

The Court may set a Case Resolution Conference by issuing a Setting Or@&B}]FL

Parties upon a showing of good cause, may request to set, reset or advance the Case
Resolution Conferendsy submittingthe Case Resolution Confererfoem (FL-092).

Setting Orders shall provide at least 45 advance notice of the court date. All parties must
complete the Gae Resolution Conference Statement portion of formQ®2, and have it

filed and served on all parties at ledBtcalendar days prior to the Case Resolution
Conference.

Partiesrequesting to set, advance or reset a Case Resolution Confaremequired to
complete page two (2) of form F92.

C. Appearances

Selfrepresented partiesd attorneys of recdmust appear at the Case Resolution
Conferencaunless excused by the CouRailure to appear at the Case Resolution
Conference may result in sanctiotighe Department of Child Support Services is a party
to the actn, their appearance is not required unless requested by the Court

D. Drops from the Case Resolution Conferenc€alendar

A case shall not be dropped from the Case Resol@@bendamuntil a final judgment
addressing all issues in the case has been filed with the court.

(Eff. 1/1/2008 Rev. 7/1/20081/1/2009 7/1/2009 7/1/2010; Revised and Renumbered
7/1/20117 formerly Ruk 9.10; Rev. 1/1/2012, 7/1/2012, 1/1/2013, 2/2411%/202)
(Renumbered 1/1/2016)

9.11 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESTRAINING ORDERS (FAMILY CODE 88 6200 -6389)
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9.12

Noticeand Deliveryof Applications for Domestic Violence Temporary Restraining Orders

including copies of all documents to be submitted must be given to the opposing party or attorney by
10:00 a.m. the dalyefore the application is scheduled to be reviewed by the assigned judicial

officer. For details see local form F240.

Opposition papersust be receivelly 8:30 a.m. on the day of the review. A copy of the opposition
papers shall also be served personally, by faxrmaikon the opposing party by 8:00 a.m. on the day
of judicial review. If service of the opposition ap is not possible, an ex parte declaration shall be
filed providing the reasons for the lack of service. (Sonoma County for6%6).

Judicial review of the requests for temporary orders shall be conducted Monday through Friday
beginning at 8:30 a.myla judicial officer designated by the presiding judge. At the discretion of the
judicial officer, oral argument may be taken. If this is to occur, the court will notify counsel or parties
by noon on the morning of the review. If counsel or parties wishppear by telephone, their
pleadings shall so indicat¢Eff. 7/1/13 Renumbered 1/1/2016/1/2017F

EX PARTE/IEMERGENCY FAMILY LAW ORDERS

It is the policy of this court not to grant ex parte/emergency orders changirtgttieecgio with

respect to child custody, parenting plans or residence exclusion without a very strong factual
showing of grave danger or severe detriment to the child prior to the time the issues can be properly
set for a noticed hearing with both parieesent and afforded an opportunity to be heard. The

court may in its discretion refer the matter to Family Court Serfires child custody

recommending counselirgppointment prior to signg an order shortening time for the prompt
calendaring of the matter at the earliest available €8€hdar.

A. Declarations
1. Factual Basis
All declarations shall be based upon personal knowledge of the declarant. Declarations

confining hearsay are subject to a motion to strike the whole unless the hearsay is
substantiated by a supplemental declaration by the hearsay declarant.

2. Extraordinary Relief

A very specific declaration must be given when extraordinary relief is sought. A specific
declaration includes the dates of incidents, detailed descriptive facts and specific harm
threatened or actually caused. Conclusions, feelings, wishes or fearsvdlarot support

an ex parte/emergency order. Extraordinary relief includes without limitation: temporary
custody of children, temporary possession and use of personal property, limited contact with
children, or removal of one party from the family desice.

3. Declarations Upon Ex Parte/EmergencyApplication

Ex parte/Emergencgrders are sometimes rendered without giving an opportunity for the
parties to be personally seen and heard. The temptation to indulge on paper in unrestrained
exaggeration is ev@resent. Concealment of relevant facts is a danger. Accordingly,
attorreys, parties and persons employed to type pleadings (typing services) shall adhere to
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the highest standards of full disclosure in preparing the declarations in support of ex
parte/emergency orders.

4, Change of Status Quo

THERE IS AN ABSOLUTE DUTY TO DSCLOSE THE FACT THAT A REQUESTED
EX PARTE/EMERGENCY ORDER WILL RESULT IN A CHANGE OF THE STATUS
QUO.

B. Notice

Notice of the intent to file an eparte/emergency request for temporary family law orders must be
given to the opposing party or attey by 10:00 a.m. one court day before the application is
scheduled to be reviewed by the assigned judicial officer. This notice requirement can be waived by
the court if (1) notice is impossible, or (2) notice would frustrate the very purpose of theoor(@
immediate and irreparable harm could be suffered if notice were given. Local fedd6Fand

Judicial Council forn-L-303 have been adopted for optional use in advising the Court that you

have given notice to the other side. See either forrimformation for applicants. A completed +L

016 orFL-303 must be submitted to the court when your request for temporary/emergency orders is
submitted.

C. Delivery of Application

The application, including all declarations, attachments, and documeardéd for court review

shall be delivered to the opposing party/attorney by 11:00 a.m. one court day before the application

is scheduled to be reviewed by the assigned judicial offiadslank copy of Local form CALO6

must be delivered to the opposipga r t y/ att orney with the applicant

D. Opposition

Opposition papersiust be receivedn the day the application is scheduled to be reviewed by the
assigned judicial officer. A copy of the opposition papers shall also be served perdontakyor

e-mail on the opposing party or attorney by 9:30 a.m. on the day of judicial review. Local ferm CA
106 has been adopted for optional use in submitting opposition. Information for the opposing party
is included with form CAL106.

E. Judicial Review

Judicial review of the applications for ex parte/emergency family law orders shall be conducted
Monday through Friday beginning at 10:00 a.m. by a judicial officer designated by the Presiding
Judge.

At the discretion of the judicial officer, oral argument may be taken. If this is to occur, the court
will notify counsel or parties by noon on the day of the review. If counsel or parties wish to appear
by telephone, their pleadings shall so indicate

F. SetAside of Ex Parte/EmergencyOrder (Domestic Violence and Family Lawy

If a responding party requests an ex parte/emergency order be set aside prior to the date set for
hearing on the Domestic Calendaotice shall be given to the moving party in the same manner as

Page68



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

described in Sonoma County Local Rules, rule 9.12 and 9.13. The judicial officer may order an
earlier hearing date or modify the orders on a propewisigoin lieu of setting aside the orders.

(Eff. 7/1/2005; Rev. 1/1/2007, 7/1/2007, 1/1/2008, 1/1/2009, 7/1/2009, 1/1/2010, 7/1/2010; Revised
and Renumbered 7/1/201Xormerly Rule 9.11; Rev. 1/1/2012, 7/1/2012, 7/1/200/3/14; 7/1/15
Renumbered 1/1(216, 1/1/19)

9.13 DOMESTIC AND CHILD SUPPORT CALENDARS

A. Calendar (Domestic and Child Support)

1. Domestic and Child Suppornatters shall be heard as designated by the Presiding
Judge. A copy of the current designatio
or the Sonoma County Superior Court websitenatv.sonoma.courts.agov.

Domestic matters shall be heard by a judge, court commissioner, or persons
specified by the Presiding Judge.

2. Matters wild/| be scheduled for a hearing
Office upon the filing of moving papers.

3. Every partywho files a Request for Order or Responsive Declaratiooiving
child custody or visitation may also complete and file a Family Céwld Custody
and VisitationQuestionnaire (F045). The purpose of the questionnaire is to
provide the Child Custody Recommending Counselor and the judicial officer with
focused information regarding the child(ren). When this form is completed it must
be filed and served to the other party.

4, Unless agreed to by all parties, contempt proceedings shall not proceed at the initial
calendar date. The moving party need not have witnesses available at that time.
The initial calendar date shall be for the appointment of counsel if necessary, entry
of plea, and the setting of a trial date.

B. Responsive Pleadings

Responsive pleadings a Request for Order shall be filed and served within the time
provided by law. An order shortening time for servitay specify a different time for
filing responsive documents.

An exception to these pleading rules may be allowed by the court to allow more time to file
a response if the matter is an initial Request for Order on a new matter or a post judgment
motion or for good cause shown. [f additional time is permitted to file a response, the
moving party may request that the hearing be continued.

Sanctiondor failure to comply with the rules may include the hearing being conducted as
default matter, or if a continuance is requested, the party whose pleadings are untimely filed
may be required to pay the costs of the opposing party's appearance.

C. Meet and Confer Requirements

No case on the Domestic Calendaase Resolution Calend&ettlement Conference
Calenday Trial Calendaror the Child Support Calendaill be heard unless and until ALL
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THE PARTIES, COUNSEL, AND THE LOCAL CHILD SUPPORT AGENCY (when
involved in the ase) have met and conferred, face to face, in a good faith effort to resolve
all issues. All relevant documents shall be exchanged by all the parties, their counsel, and
the local child support agency while conferring, absent good cause to the contrary.

The requirement to meet and confealy be satisfied by a meeting on the day of the hearing
prior to the case being heard except in cases in which one or more parties will appear by
telephone.

Failure to saneet and confer may result in the matter being dropped from calendar or
continued, or rejection of documents not so exchanged, or other appropriate sanctions.
Contemptproceedings shall not be subject to this rule.

D. Continuanceor Drops

Continuances on Domestic and Child SupportMatters

Stipulated continuances prior to the court date wikhlb®ved a maximum of two (2) times.
Thereafter, a court appearance is required to request a continuance. The party(ies)
requesting a continuance after two continuances has/have already been granted, shall be
required toshow good cause and/or an emergendAll requestsbeyond the maximum

two (2) will be delivered to the judicial assistant for the assigned judicial officer to

review.

To request a continuance, a NOTICE OF STIPULATED CONTINUANCE (FAMILY

LAW) (Sonoma County form FLO1%ompleted anéxecutd by all parties or their

attorneys and the continuance fee must be submitted to the family law clerk no later than
noon (12:00 p.m.) two (2) coutiys prior to the hearing date. Signatures transmitted by
facsimile transmission (fax) are acceptable.

If a party is unable to submit a Notice of Stipulated ContinuaBoaoma County local

form FLO15, to the court by noon (12:00 p.iwd (2) court da prior to the scheduled

hearing, then good cause and/or an emergency must be shown to the court on the day of the
hearing. Furthermore, a courtesy call to t
one (1) court day prior to the scheduled heariThe content of the call shall be limited by

providing only notice that an in court continuance will be requested and that good cause

and/or an emergency will be presented.

Orders to show cause and motions shall be heard and resolved within foon{#¥ f the
original hearing date absent a showing of good cause and/or an emergency

E. Continuanceson the Title IV-D Calendar

Requests for continuances the Child Supportalendar may be effected via NOTICE OF
STIPULATED CONTINUANCE pursuant to the rules above, OR may be made via
personal appearance on the scheduled hearing date. Litigamtsish to have child

support matters continued must contact the Department of Child Support Services to verify
available calendar dates. There is no fee for continuing a child support matter on this
calendar

F. Dropping a Case fromthe Domesticor Child Support Calendars
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The moving party may dropteearingfrom the Domestic or Child Support Calentsr
submitting theRequest to Drop Hearinigrm (FL-042) or submitting the request in
pleading formatnoon (12:00 p.m.), one (1) court day prior to the hearing date. The
following matters may not be dropped without a written stipulation covering the status of
existing court orders or upon leave of the Court:

a. Restraining orders

b. Child custodyand visitation parenting plans or orders which have been
issued in conjunction with a domestic violence restraining ader
transmitted to the Department of Justice through the California Law
Enforcement Telecommunications Systems (CLETS).

C. Any matter in which a Responsive Declaratias been filed seeking
affirmative relief on the pending issues

G. Financial Matters

1. 271 Sanctions
If the moving party is seekingnly Family Code Section 271 fees (and no other
financial relief), the moving party need not file an Income and Expense Declaration.
However, a party objecting to an attorney fee request based on their inability to pay
attorneybs f ees ahmeoind andbExpenseRecdration.d t o f i |

2. The Income and Expense Declarasiithe Income and Expense Declaration shall
have the following documents attached:

a. W-2's or 1099 forms if the income tax return is unavailable; and
b. Last three (3) pay stubs.
C. Selfemployed individuals shall attach a profit and loss statement for the

preceding twelve (12) months, or other appropriate time period, at least as
detiled as the IRS form Schedule C, to their Income and Expense
Declaration

In addition, if more than three (3) months have elapsed since the filing of the
Income and Expense Declarati@elfemployed individuals shall prepare a
supplemental profit and loss statement, again at least as detailed as the IRS form
Schedule C, for the period of time between the ending date of the profit and loss
statement attachdd the Income and Expense Declarationl the time of the

hearing. Any supplemental profit and loss statement shall be delivered to the other
party no later than three (3) court days preceding the hearing date.

3. Tax Returns:Theparties shall also exchange the last two (2) years income tax returns,
including all attachmentdlf the court determines that it wants to retain the tax returns
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they shall be sealed and maintained as a confidential record of the court pursuant to
Family Code section 3552(c).

4. Deposition releated to financial matteirsthe event that depositions are necessary in
connection with a Request for Ordetating to financial matters, the deposition of any
party maybe bifurcated and taken as to financial issues without violating the statutory
limitation of a single deposition, provided the notice of taking deposition specifies that
only financial matters will be investigated and that the deposition will be adjotor@ed
later date for all other issues. This procedure also may be applied to a deposition
regarding issues which have been bifurcated for trial.

(Eff. 7/1/2005; Rev. 1/1/2007, 7/1/2007, 1/1/2008, 7/1/2008, 1/1/2009, 7/1/2009, 7/1/2010,
1/1/2011; Revisednd Renumbered 7/1/201Xormerly Rule 9.121/1/202]1 Rev. 1/1/2012, 7/1/12,
1/1/2013, 7/1/20137/1/14; 7/1/151/1/20161/1/17, 7/1/2017 1/1/2018 7/1/1§

9.14 CHILD CUSTODY

A. Referral to the Online Orientation Program and Family Court Services

All Requests foDrdersregarding custody or parenting piaaues must be filed and served with local
foomFL-017, emhurittherd @Grders for Par i tAgpsintnventtates Cust o
for child custody recommending counseliftiereafter referred to as recommending counseling)
appointmenttnay be obtained through the Clerkods Off i
custody omparental contaatases, including requests for review dates and requests @ifications,

will be heard by the court unless and until the parties have been provided appropriate opportunity to
attendan orientation class and a recommending counseling appointment

All parties shall complete theonline orientationprogram and attend thecommending counseling
appointmenaes di rect ed o rFurthen @rdecs fodRanties with Custody and Viditation
Matter® ( Sonoma Cell7p tTlyeonlineoriemtatibrijpogram cannot be waived and is to
be completed before thecommending counseling appointmahEamily Court Services

1. Documentsto be Delivered and Reviewed byhe Child Custody
Recommending Counselor

All relevant materials to be considered by Family Court Serviaest be delivered

to all other partiesn a timely manner. nail delivery is permitted upon the

attorney of a represented partyntail service is not permitted upon a self
represented party without t-B0BCVartyds ex
Delivery shall be as follows:

a. Moving dowments must be filed and personally delivered, faxednoaiéed
no less than seven (7) court days prior to the recommending counseling
appointment. If delivery is by US Mail, documents must be mailed to
opposing party seven (7) court days plus five @grdar days prior to the
recommending counseling datBroof of delivery is required. Responding
documents must be filed and persondiyivered, faxed or-enailed no less
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2.

than two (2) court days prior to the recommending counseling appointment.
If delivery is by US Mail, documents must be mailed to opposing party two

(2) court days plus five (5) calendar days prior to the recommending
counseling date.

For review hearingsdocuments must be personally delivered, faxed-or e
mailed ten (10 court days in advance of the FCS appointment. If sent by
mail, then documents must be mailed five (5) additional calendar days in
advance. Thearties are not permitted to provide FCS with any
documents, including replies, after the time set forth imst paragraph
except for compliancecertificates and documents as set forth in
subparagraph AcTohiosf doheiss nRoutl ea fof. elcdt,
to timely file any appropriate pleadings with tbeurt before the review
hearing itself. Documens filed or delivered after the time set forth in this
paragraph will not be reviewed by the FCS child custedgmmending
counselor. Courtesy copies are not required.

No court documents shall be sedvor exchanged at Family Co&drvices
Videotapes, recordings, electronic communication and photos shall not be
brought to the child¢ustody recommending counseling session.

Only the following types of documents showing compliance with prior

court ordersmay be presented at Family Court Serviaethe time of the
appointment withoutbeing previously filed and served if they were not
available to be served and delivered in compliance with para§ragh

Al.a: Counseling, education, shElp programs, drug test results, law
enforcement records, supervised visitation, day care, anger
management/domestic violence/ psychological/substance abuse assessments
and medical records.

The Court may impose a financial penalty on a party or attorney who failed
to provide documents to the amging party in a timely manner.

When the parties haveached an agreement concerning any issues, Family
Court Serviceshall report any agement to the court in writing.

If the parties fail to reach any agreements, Family Court Sersigs
provide the court with its recommendation as to custpdyenting plans

and restraining orders pending further proceedings, pursuant to Family
Code section 3183. Such recommendations shall be in writing and may
include referral for an investigation and/athild custody evaluation and
report pursuant to Eviden€&ode section 730. The court may consider the
Family Court Services recommendatishenmaking anycustody or
parenting plan orders.

Copies of all reports to the court regardingrilgt Court Services
agreementsand/erhe chi |l d custody recommendi
recommendations will be delivered to the parties and/or their attorneys as
soon as practical prior to the hearing.

Appearing by Telephone
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Party(ies) may appear telephonically their appointmenat Family Court Servicei$ they

are 60 miles or more driving distance, in one direction, from the Family Court Services Office.
Party(ies) shall contact Family CaBervices by telephone at (707) 52800 no later than

one day before the scheduled appointment to make arrangements to appear by telephone for
the appointment.

3. Failure to Attend Recommending CounselingAppointments at Family Court
Services

The court may impose a fine on a party who receives reasonable notice of the appointment
and fails to appear. Inquiry may be made by the court on the saakgrone or all the parties

missed their appointment. Fines as deemed appropriate by the judicial officer may be levied
and collected by the Court Collections Divi
by Family Court Servicegrior to the imposition of any fine.

Failure to cancel or rechedule an appointment at least 48 hours before the appointment may
result in sanctions.

4. Requests for Change oRecommending Counseloror Complaints Regarding
Recommending Counselors

Any request for a change sdfcommending counsekor any complaints relating to general
problems withrecommending counselintpust be received byhe Office of the Court
Executive Officemo later tharthirty (30) calendar days after thecommending counseling
session anghould be addressed to t@®urt Executive Officer Requests or complaints
received after this time frame will not be considered. The request or the complaint should be
in writing and should set forth the case nanase number, and the nature of the request for

a change imecommending counselaand should set forth all of the facts and circumstances
with as much clarity and specificity as possibReresponse to the complaint will be issued

in writing thirty (30) calendar days after the complaint is received bycthet The other

party will be copied on the communication.

Complaintsor disagreements related to thentemt of therecommending counselimgport
should be addressed with the Court.

5. Contact with Family Court Services

No party, attorney, or the court is permitted to have any ex parte contact with the assigned
Family Court Servicesecommending counsel@bout the pending case. Communication

with the Family Court Services staff shall be conducted by a mutually agreed upon conference
between each party, or if represented, his or her attorney, anectiramending counselor
Family Court Servi ces 6 reedmaéntlingcoundelermay behan t h
contacted regarding scheduling and timing ofrdf@mmending counselimgocess.

Minorb s counsel may ¢ o nt apursuanft ta anlilyy Code cseatiot Ser
3151(c)5 to obtain and provide relevant information regarding the child(ren) they represent.
However, Family Court Services is prohibite

to California Rule of Court 5.235.
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Unsolicited communications (@aimiles, emails and correspondence via regular mail) are
not permitted and will not be reviewed or considered.

1.

Appointment of Child Custody Evaluators

Referral

In the event of a referral to a private psychological expert for a custody evaluation and
report, the parties shall complete tBeder Appointing Child Custody Evaluator (F327)

and the court shall make an order regarding the paymetite 0bsts of such evaluation at

the time the evaluation is ordered.

2.

Time Limits

CustodyEvaluationReports will bdodgedwith the court within ninety (90) days of the date
such investigation has comnuenl (120 days if one party resides outside the county). The

Acommencement dateo for a report by
have paid the required deposit/retainer and submitted any required paperwork.

a

pri vart

CustodyEvaluationReports are confidential and shall be distributed to parties, attorneys,
experts, and the Court. The report, or any portions thereof, shall not be shown or distributed
to any other person or used or attached to gogument filed with the Court, except as
authorized by the Court. Upon a request by the evaluator or a party, the Court may make
additional and/or more limited restrictions regarding the release and distribution of the report.
The Court shall sanction aathorized distribution or use of the report.

3.

Requests for Change of Evaluator or ComplaintfReqgarding Evaluators

i Private Psychological Evaluators

An evaluator may only be disqualified or removed at the request of
a party on grounds that are similar to the disqualification or removal
of a judicial officer, referee or arbitrator (Code of Civil Procedure.

section 170.1).

An evaluator may decline apmbment. Once appointed, an
evaluator may petition the court for withdrawal by submitting a letter
to the court, with copies to counsel and/or-selfresented parties.
The letter shall state the reasons for the request for withdrawal. The
court shall tereafter set a hearing to determine whether the request

will be granted and if granted, to appoint a new evaluator.

A party with a grievance regarding an evaluator shall first meet with
the evaluator to attempt to resolve the issue, if the evaluatdhirgwi

to meet. If the evaluator is not willing to meet, or if after meeting
with the evaluator, the grievance is unresolved, complaints regarding

an evaluator shall be directed to the Family Ljadge or court

commissioner who is, or Bdeen hearing the case. The complaint
shall be in writing and should set forth the case name, number and
the nature of the complaint, including all the facts and circumstances

with as much clarity and specificity as possible.
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4. Contact with Child Custody Evaluator

No party, attorney, or the court is permitted to have any ex parte contact with the
assigned child custody evaluator about the pending case, except as directed by the
child custody evaluator during the custody estiin procedure.

C. Appointment of Parent Coordinator

1. Partiesmay stipulate to the appointment of a Parent CoordimetBarat
CoordinatorTeam.

2. ParentCoordinatos Team:If the parties stipulate to the appointment of a
Parent Coordinator Tearthe parties or their attorneys, if represented by
counsel, shall contact the proposed mental health and attorney members of the
Team toobtain his/her consent to act as a Team. The Team may only be
appointed by agreement of both parties and upon each Team member signing
the Stipulation and Order Regarding Appointment of Parenting Coordinator FL
030 and the attorneyefr t he parties signing The RO
document, Sonoma County Local Form-681. Any requested modifications
to the provisions of the local forms must be approved by each Team member.
A Stipulation and Order for Appointment of Paremto@inator Team may only
be submitted to the Court for approval and signature after obtaining the
confirming signatures of the mental health and attorney members of the Team.

3. Attorneysand mental health professionals who want tafgointed as parent
coordinators must complete the application for approval to serve as a parent
coordinator (FEO37) and submit it to the Court.

4. The Court shall maintain a list of approved parent coordinators who have
satisfied the requirements set fonttthe application.

5. The Court shall annually contact the parent coordinators on the list and request
a declarations from them stating their current education and licensing status.

D. Appointmentof Minor6 s Counsel

1. Family Code section 3150 Appointments

i. The Court may appoint counsel to represent a child in a cugtozbeeding
The Court shall require the parties to submit financial information, such as
an Income and Expense Declarationorder to consider whether the parties

are abl e to pay tTheappointed attorbey shalloeveives e | f
a reasonable sum for compensation and expenses. The court shall set the

attorneybatehouakiyng i nto considerat.
circumstances. The rate may be up t

court shall apportion payment of the hourly rate between the parties
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depending on the parti eiced Theeampmeagt i v e
order the parties to submit updated financial information.

ii. I f the Court finds that the parties
counsel, appointed counsel shall be compensated at the rate established by
the Superior Courdf Sonoma County.

Feesand expenses including, but not limited to, travel time, mileage to or
from any location, tolls, photocopy charges, telephone or fax costs,
secretarial or document processing fees, postage, preparatiaitiiog

package, and court runner and messenger fees, shall neinffeursed. Fees
shall not be charged by the Court for the filings of appointed counsel. The
Court shall make an order of appointment, which will include the rate of
payment and an expiration dater fihe appointment. Minérs counsel ,
appointments will be reviewed annually, and the Court may require
additionalIncomeand Expense Declaratiubmissions by the parties to
determine whether a change in circumstances has enabledpheties to
pay future minords counsel fees.

The appointed counsgthallsubmit invoices fopaymenbn a quarterly basis.
The court uses a fiscal year that opesdrom July 1 - June 30th. Request

for payment by appointed counsel must be submitted within the fiscal year
that the services were performed or the invoice will not be pHi only
exception is at the close of the fiscal year (Jurte)3@here theappointed
counsel may submit an invoice for work performed in the last quarter of the
fiscal year by July 3of that calendar year.

When submitting an invoice to the court for reimbursement the appointed
counsel must includ€1l) the order indicatinghte appointment and the terms

of compensation2) a declaration of the attorney atetailed invoice which
clearly describes the services provided and the hours assigned to each service
and (3) a proposed order for payment.

All requests for paymeiatre sibject to judicial reviewlf the reviewing judge
deems thehargesxcessive or not conforming to this rule, charges baay
reduced or disallowed.

iii. Application for Appointment for Family Code section 3150
Appointments

aa. To apply to be on the court approved attorney appointment
panel for Family Code section 3150 appointments, an
attorney must file an applicatiand confirmation that they
have met the educational requiremenith the family law
supervising judge.

bb. The court will evaluate the application and notify the
applicant within 30 days of th

cc. The court will only appoint attorneys who are members of
the court approved counsel panel.
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iv. Annual Review

aa Upon appoi nt meunselthe ¢ourtrwill Bedband s
annual review of the appoint me
date will be approximatelywelve 12 months after the first
appearance of minordéds counsel

bb. At the annual review, the court will determine whether the
mi nor &s counsel has satisfied
as set forth in CRC 5.2426).

cc. The annual review will be scheduled in the order of
appointment or at the chil dés
of the case.

V. Inter -Agency Exchan@ of Information

aa. This rule addresses the exchange of information between
Family Court ServicesProbation Department, Department
of Human Services, Case Management Council, minors
counsel and the Court Investigatorjuvenile delinquency,
juvenile dependency, child custody, conservatorship,
guardianship, and criminal proceedings. The disclosure of
information concerning children and their parents by any of
these agencies is generally prohibitey law. Nevertheless,
a limited exchange of information about children or parents
between these agencies in certain circumstances will serve
the best interests of the child who is before the court. The
court hereby finds that the best interests of childand
victims appearing in court, the public interest in avoiding
duplication of effort by the courts and by the investigative
agencies serving the juvenile and family courts and the value
of having relevant information gathered by a court agency
outweidhs the confidentiality interests reflected in Penal
Code sections 11167 and 11167.5 and W&I sections 827 and
0850 et seq., Family Code section 1818, and Prdbatie
section1513, and therefore good cause exists for this rule.

bb. The representatives of the abolisted agencies who are
investigating or supervising cases involving children may
orally disclose information to each other as follows:

Whether the child before the court, his/her parents,
guardians, or caretakers arehl@ve been the subject of a
child custody, delinquency, dependency criminal or probate
investigation, the findings and status of that investigation the
recommendations made or anticipated to be made to the
court by the agencies listed above, and the pregmsle
under court supervision including compliance with court
orders, and any court orders in existence with respect to the
child, parents, guardians, or caretakers.
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Any statement made by the <chi
guardians, or caretakers whimight bear upon the issue of
the childdéds best interests in

Each agency may include this information in court reports
and keep such information in their case files.

All of the above listed agencies may provide written
documents to each other. These documents may include but
are not limited to relevant portions of investigation notes,
progress notes and summaries, and court reports containing
information described in (a) arfd) above. However, child
abuse and neglect reports described by Penal Code section
11167.5 (Suspected Child Abuse Report form88%2),
information disclosing the identity of a reporting party, or
courtordered psychological evaluations will not be
exchanged between the agencies absent a court order. Copies
of HSD or JuveniléProbation Department documents used
by the abovdisted agencies will not be made available to
the public without a court order.

cc. Any disclosure authorized byighrule shall be subject to the
following conditions: The agency receiving the request shall
first establish to its satisfaction that the inquiring party is in
fact a member of an agency designated above; all
information shall be provided orally; if an exgcy desires
written documentation, it shall make written application for
a court order releasing that documentation; the information
gathered shall be used exclusively in the investigation being
conducted and the subsequent court proceedings, and shall
nat be repeated to anyone not a party to those proceedings
without court order.

dd. Nothing in this rule is intended to limit any disclosure of
information by any agency which is otherwise required or
permitted by law or by other court orders.

ee. The relase of information by Family Court Services
subject to limitations imposed by state and local rules.

Vi, Relieving Minor6 s C oad Appoiniment

The court, in its discretion, willceni der r el i eving minor 0:
appointment under the following circumstances:

aa. At the time of a final order or judgment has been filed, or 90
days thereatfter, or;

bb. A motion filed by any party for good cause; or
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Vil.

Viii.

cc. A motiontoberelieve f il ed by the minor €
mi nor 0s counsel does not bel
effectively represent the child; or

dd. At the annual review.

ee. Minorb s counsel wi || not be reli
showing of good causaleems it necessary to extend the
appointment, or if the court requests periodic review or
monitoring of the child related issues before the court. At
any hearing where the Court is
counsel, the Court will address the issakseimbursement
of fees paid to minor6s counse
parties must file current income and Expense Declarations at
the hearing.

Grievance

A party or counsel who wishes to lodge a complaint regarding the
performance of a minorodéds counsel app
writing and serve the original of the
than 20 days after the event giving rise to the complaint or within 20 days of
receiving any writtenrepor of t he minor 6s counsel

No | ater than 10 court days after th
counsel must serve the complainant with a written response to the complaint.
Without conceding the accuracy of th
cownsel may ask the court to relieve him or her of the appointment and, if
appropriate, appoint a new minords coc

I f the response served by the minoros
the complainant must serve a copy of the complaint and spemee of the

mi nordéds counsel, i f any, on the super
concerning the complaint, which may i
from the panel of mi nords counsel u ¢
decision by the supeising judge must be served on the complainant and

mi nords counsel within 15 court days

Minors counsel may contact Family Court Servigessuant to Family Code
section 3151(c)5 to obtain and provide relgvimformation regarding the
child(ren) they represent. However, Family Court Services is prohibited
from contacting the minors counsel pursuant to California Rule of Court
5.235.

All other aspects of Family Code Section 3Hgpointments are governed
by California Rules of Court 5.24(05.242.

2. Family Code section 7860 Appointments

The court may appoint counsel to represent a child or parent in a freedom from
parental custody and control proceeding. The appointetheytshall receive a
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reasonable sum for compensation and expenses, the amount of which shall be
determined by the court. The amount shall be paid by the real parties in interest, other
than the child, in proportions the court deems just.

If the court finds that the real parties in interest are unable to afford counsel, the
amount shall be paid out of the general fund of the county.

All requests for payment are subject to judicial review. If the charges are deemed
excessive by the reviewing judge, alpes may be reduced or disallowed.
(Eff. 7/1/13 Rev. 7/1/14XRenumbered 1/1/2016/1/20187/1/19 1/1/202)

9.15 CHILD SUPPORT

A. Guidelines for Child and Spousal Support

1. Child supporthall be awarded in accordance with Family Code section 3500 et seq.
and shall be determined by the use of a Judicial Council approved computer generated
calculation that complies with the formula set forth in Family Code section 4055.

2. Temporary spoud support shall be awarded in accordance with Family Code section
3600 et seq. and may also be determined by the use of a computer generated
calculation that applies the AAl ameda Ru
The AAl ahe didesi Rul e

(a) In cases in which there is no child support, the guideline shall be 40% of the
net income of the payor minus 50% of the net income of the payee.

(b) In cases in which there is to be child support, the guideline shall be 35% of
t he p aycomd afterdexucting the child support amount, minus 40%
of the payeeds net i ncome.
(© If the amount produced is a negative number, the spousal support
is zero.
B. Computer Generated Support Calculations

With the exception of permanent spousal support mattead, pnoceedings in which support
an issue, the parties shall submit an approved computer generated calculation that sets forth
their proposal for child support and/or temporary spousal support.

If a support modification is at issue, the parties shall indicate on their respective proposals the
date and amount of the order that the court is being asked to modify.

All orders after hearing, including stipulations, that contain child and/or temporangapo
support provisions, including orders for $0 support, shall have attached a computer generated
support calculation setting forth the guideline amount and the assumptions used by the court
in determining the support amount. If the parties do not agree a single calculation, each

party may attach a computer generated calculation.
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C. Reimbursement Issues

Request for reimbursement of emftpocket costs for health care and/or child care must
include a summary detailing the cost paid and reimbursemezuested. Copies of
evidence/exhibits in support of the request for reimbursement shall be submitted with the
moving papers.

(Eff. 7/1/13 Renumbered 1/1/201&Rev. 1/1/202)1

9.16 PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

If one party is receiving public assistance or if the local child support agency is otherwise providing
support enforcement services pursuant to Family Code sections 17400 and 17406, all of the following
shall apply:

A. A copy of theRequest for @ler and all supporting documenrghall be served on the local
child support agency at the same time the papers are served on the opposing party

B. The fact that any party is receiving public assistance shall be revealed on the financial
declarations fied with the court;

C. All orders shall comply with Family Code sections 4200 and 4201;

D. All stipulations for temporary or permanent orders shall be presented to the local child
support agency for approval pursuant to Family Code section 4065(ufficient time for
the local child support agency to object if it deems it necessary to d&f$o7/{/2005
Rev7/1/2009 7/1/2010; Renumbered 7/1/20iformerly Rule 9.13, Rev. 7/1/12, Rev.
7/1/13 (renumbered 1/1/2016)

9.17 PREPARATION OF ORDERS AFTER HEARING

A. Unless otherwise ordered by the court, the moving party must, within ten (10) days of the
ruling, prepare a written order following any heariRgrtiesshall follow the procedures
outlined in CRC 5.125.

B. On the Child Support Calendahe order shall be prepared and presented to the court for
approval before the end of the court session whenever massibl

C. On the Domestic Violence Calengdne order shall be prepared and presented to the court
for approval before the end of the court session.

D. Any order that includes an order for child or family support shall have attachedltivarigl
Judicial Council forms:

1. Notice of Rights and Responsibilities, Health Care Costs and Reimbursement
Procedures (Judicial Council form FL192);
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2. Information Sheet on Changing a Child Support Order (Judicial Council form FL 192
side 2);
3. A Judicial Council approved computer generated support calculafidne parties

do not agree upon a single calculation, each party may attach a computer generated
calculation; and

4, Notice of Rights and Responsibilities, Child Care Costs and Reistberg
Procedures if the order provides for payment of a percentage or ratio of child care
costs (Sonoma County form FL020).

In addition, the parties shall submit a completed Child Support Case Régistny
(Judicial @uncil form FL-191) with the order. This form is not required if the local
child support agency is an intervener in the case.

E. The Court shall set a compliance calendar date within 90 days after the hearing to assure the
Order After Hearings filed.

F. In accordance with LR 9.4.B.2, for cases in which both parties areepedfsented, the
Court may direct the Family LatacilitatorSelf Help Center staff to complete Judgment
documents based on settlements reached during Settlement Conferences at court, or after
Trial. The Family Law Facilitator / Self Help Center is not limitedeto (LO) days in which
to draft the Judgment.

1. After Settlement Conference, if the parties are not at court to review and sign the
Judgment, the draft shall be mailed to the parties, who shallhlvangy 20) days
from the date the drafted Judgment is mailed in which to approve or refuse to sign
the drafed Judgment.

2. If the Judgment is approved by the parties, they shall cooperate in signing the
Judgment and any other necessary documents, and submit them for filing prior to
the compliance date. The parties may use the service of the Familydcditator
/ Self Help Center staff for assistance in signing and submitting the Judgment
documents. Once the Judgment is filed, the compliance date shall be dropped.

3. If either party refuses to approve the drafted Judgment, the refusing party shall
provide the othr party, in writing, with an itemization of objections and a proposed
alternative to the drafted judgment.

a. If the refusal is resolved, and parties agree to sign the proposed Judgment or
an alternative to the Judgment, they shall follow the proceduess aft
approval as stated in #2 above.

b. If the parties do not resolve the refusal, they shall appear at the compliance
hearing. Ten (LO) days prior to the hearing, the refusing party(ies) shall file
and serve a declaration itemizing the items refusedrenceisons for the
refusal.
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4. After trial, drafted Judgment shall be submitted directly to the Judge for approval.

(Eff. 1/1/2006; Rev. 1/1/2007, 7/1/2008, 7/1/2009, 7/1/2010; Revised and Renumbered
7/1/20117 formerly Rule 9.14, 7/1/12, Rev., 12016, 1/12017, 1/1/202) (Revised and
renumbered 1/1/2016)

With regard to any matters set fewview on the Domestic or Child Support Calesdany

declarations, including income and expense declarations, or other pleadings to be considered by the
court shall be filed with the court and served on all ofiaeties no less than ten (10) calendar days
before the date the matter is set for review. Any reply declarations shall be filed with the court and
served on all other parties no less than five (5) calendar days before the date the matter is set for
review. (Eff. 1/1/2003; Rev7/1/2005 7/1/2009 Renumbered 7/1/20%ilformerly Rule 9.1%

9.18 REVIEW HEARINGS
(renumbered 1/1/2016)

9.19 LAW AND MOTION MATTERS

A. Application

The provisions of this division of the Sonoma County Superior Court Rules shall apply to all family
law and motion matters before trial or as otherwise provided in any other division of these rules. All
law and motion matters shall be governed by Cal. Rules of Court, rule 3.21Eb52 and 92 et

seq. The following motions shall be considered law aatiam matters:

Bifurcation of Any Issue(If a bifurcation of status only motion is filed with any other issue,
the motion will be set on the domestic calendar);

Change of Venue;

Claims of Exemption

Discovery

Enforce or Compel DiscoverRequirements Pursuant to Familpde2105 et seq.;
Enforce Settlement;

Execute Documenis Family LawCases;

Motions for Reconsideration or Motions for New Trial;*

Quash;

Receivership;

Summary Judgmehincluding Status Only;

Vacate or Set Aside Defaults, Judgmenmt©rders;

Withdraw as Counsel

*These Motionsshall bescheduled before the original judicial hearing officer on the appropriate law
and motion calendar.

B. Scheduling

1. Family law and motion matters will be heard at such times and places as designated
by the Supervising Judgé the Family LawDivision. The calendar will include all
family law and motion matters as listedSonoma County Local RulesulRr 9.19
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A schedule may be obtained from the Family Law KCtarthrough the Sonoma
County Superior Court website.

2. All family law and motion matters will be scheduled for a hearing date, time, and
|l ocation at the Clerkés Office upon fil.@i

3. No hearing will be held unless a request hesnbmade pursuant to subsection E.1
after the tentative ruling.

C. Memorandum of Points and Authorities

All law and motion matters listed in Sonoma County Local Rules 9t maybe accompanied
by a memorandum of points and authorities.

No opening or responding memorandum may exceed 10 pages. No reply or closing memorandum
may exceed 7 pages. The page limit does not include exhibits, declarations, attachments, a table of
contentsa table of authorities, or the proof of service.

A party may apply to the court for permission to file a longer memorandum. The application may be
made ex parte, but with written notice of the application to all other parties at least 24 hours before
the memorandum is due. The application must state reasons why the argument cannot be made
within the stated limit.

A memorandum that exceeds the page limits of these rules will be filed and considered in the same
manner as a latiiled paper.

To the extent practicable, all supporting memoranda, declarations, and affidavits must be attached to
theRequest for Order

All references to exhibits or declarations in supporting or opposing papers must reference the
number or letter of the exhibit, the specific page, and, if applicable, the paragraph or line number.

Any request for judicial notice must be made in a sepatacument listing the specific items for

which notice is requested. A party requesting judicial notice must provide the court and each party
with a copy of the material requested to be judicially noticed. If the material is part of a file in the
SuperiorCourt of California, County of Sonoma, the party must specify in writing the part of the
court file sought to be judicially noticed

If a proposed order or judgment is submitted, it must be lodged and served with the moving papers
but must not be attactieo them.

D. Meet and Confer Conference

The parties, and attorneys, if any, shall meet and confer in a good faith effort to resolve all of the
issues in the case pursuant to Sonoma County Local Rule8,¥8leThe meet and confer session

may t&ke place by telephone conference call. The meet and confer shall occur in a timely fashion so
that the parties will be prepared to file a declaratigargingcompliance withCalifornia Code of

Civil Procedure Section 2016.040 later tharfive (5) cout days prior to the date set for the

hearing. All relevant documents must be exchanged by the parties while conferring, absent good
cause to the contrary.
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E. Hearings, Tentative Rulings and Oral Arguments

1. Commencing at 2:00 p.mndhe court day peeding each Law and Motion
calendaythe court will cause to be record a tentative ruling (if available) on each
motionseton the next day's Law and Moticalendaron he ¢ o witet 6 s web
http:/Mwww.sonoma.courts.ca.golor tentative rulings by phone, please call (707)
521-6607. The tentative ruling shall become the ruling of the court, unless any
party desiring to be heard so advises the judicial assistant for the designated family
law judicial officer no later than 4:00 p.m. on the court day preceding the law and
motion calendar, and further advises the judicial assistant for the designated family
law judicial officer that such party has notified atherparties of her/his intention
to appearWhere appearance has been required or invited by the court, oral
argument may be presented.

2. Evidencereceived at a law and motion hearing shall be by declaration and affidavit
and by request for judicial notice without testimonyrssexamination, except as
all owed in the courtodos discretion for go
rules.
F. Continuances

Requests for continuanclksg stipulation or notification of droppg of law and motion matters must

be presented by the parties to the clerk by 3:00 p.m. at least five (5) court days prior to the scheduled
hearing date. Only one continuance by stipulation will be granted; after that, if the case cannot
proceed, the courmhay drop the matter or require that it benaticed.

It is the responsibility of the moving party to notify the clerk when a pending motion
may be dropped due to a stipulation or for any other reason. No hearing will be
automatically dropped from the calendar by the clerk.

G. Orders of Examination

Orders of Examinatioshall follow Sonoma County Local Rules.

The Sheriffoés Offi ceivisionCl entbbsf PffheeFamitnh
taken into custody. Upon receipt of this n
The clerk shall give notice to the judgment creditor of the date,aimddocation of the bail hearing

by telephone.

H. Hearings on Claims of Exemption

Hearings on Claims of Exemptignursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 703.570 and section
706.105 shall be set at such times @laces as designated by the Supervising Joidkde Family

Law Division. Hearingdatesshall be obtained from the clerk. No tentative rulings will be made
available for these matters on this calendar.

l. Protective Orders (Discovery etc.)

Any language incorporated in such an order that pertains to thedilimgterid under seal shall
state that the party submitting confidential material to the courtattath a cover sheet tioat
materialwhich contains the following warningCONFIDENTIAL: SUBJECT TO PROTECTIVE
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ORDER," the case number and caption, and thedjtte(the paper(s); that in parentheses beneath

the title(s) of the paper(s) there shall be a reference to the confidentiality order, by file date and title
[as, for example, (FILED UNDER SEAL PURSUANT TO PROTECTIVE ORDER FILED

JANUARY 1, 2000)], under wich the papers are submitted. These papers shall then be maintained
as confidential on the o u r t. §E$f. 1//2004e Rewi/1/2005 1/1/2007 7/1/2007 1/1/2008

7/1/2008 7/1/2009 7/1/2010 1/1/2021 Renumbered 7/1/20%1formerly Rule 9.16; Rev. 1/2012,
7/1/2013 (Renumbered 1/1/2016)

9.20 FAMILY LAW SETTLEMENT CONFERENCES

A.

Family law judicial officers may refer cases for a Settlement Conference which shall be
conducted by a settlement conference officer as directed by the family law judicial officers.
When setting a settlement conference dateCthet shall always set a Case Resolution
Conferencalate following the settleemt conference dat&he Court will serve all parties
personally or by mail.

Settlement Conferences will be scheduled only if Preliminary Declarations of Disclosure
have been exchanged and an1 has beefiled by the requesting party and, if required,

by the responding party; or the requesting party has complied and there is good cause for
proceeding without the other party having provided the Preliminary Declaadtion
Disclosureand filed an FE141.

To request a Settlement Conference, parties (or theigth&tbrney if represented) may
submitSonoma County Local Form Fl.74, Request/Response to RequestJettlement
Conference, Trial, or Defautearing

The family law judicial officer will review cases set on the dome&tase Resolution
ConferenceChild Support, and Trial calendars. If the court determines the case could

benefit from a Settlement Conference, an order will be entered and a date for the conference
will be set as well as a Case Resolution Conference date. Thevilbserve all parties

with an order regarding the conference personally or by mail.

Partieqor their attorneyif represented) may submit a Request for Settlement Conference
Only or Requesfor Settlement Conference and Trial, Sonoma County forfd#, to
request a Settlement Conference.

Settlement Conferences will be scheduled only if Preliminary Declarations of Disclosure
have been exchaad and an F141 has been filed by both parties or the requesting party

has complied and there is good cause for proceeding without the other party having filed the
Preliminary Declarationf Disclosureand FL-141.

The request will be reviewed by a family law judicial officer. If the judicial officer
determines a Settlement Conference is appropriate, the Court will issue an order and serve
the parties and/or attorneys with the order settivih a Settlement Conferee and a Case
Resolution Conferencelf the party requesting a Settlement Conference and/or Trial has
provided a Prelimimary Declaratiai Disclosure and the responding party has not, if the
Court bes not set a Settlement Conference and/or Trial Date, the Court will place the
matter on the next scheduled Case Resolutoin Coinference at which time the Court may
issue orders relatingtothenrono mpl yi ng partydés failure to
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Declaraton of Disclosureincluding, but not limited to, an order to comply, sanctions and
setting a trial and settlement conference as originally requested.

D. Each party shall served and submit Sonoma County foca FL-002, Statement of Issues
for Settlement Conference or Trial or Sonoma County local forrrfD48, Settlement
Conference Statement/Trial Bripfior to the caference. The Statement must be submitted
to theCivil & Family Law Courthouse, 3055 Cleveland Aventen(10) calendar days prior
to the Settl ement Conference. The Stateme
submit a Stateménn a timely manner may result in the Court doing one or more of the
following: 1) Rescheduling the settlement conference with the same panelist; 2) ordering the
norrcomplying party to pay sanctions.

E. Any requesto drop or continue the Settlemerar@erence and Case Resolution Conference
must be made to the Family Laludicial Assistanby 5:00 p.m. at least three (3) court days
prior to the conference. Absent extraordinary circumstancesnmakiequest in an untimely
manner or failing to appear at the Settlement Conference may result in the Court ordering
such party to pay sanctionghe Court will not drop the Case Resolution Conferamdess
a Judgment resolving all issues is submitted to the Court prior to the Case Resolution
Conference date.

F. Appearances

Each party and principal trial attornegrfeach party shall attend thetementConference.

The SettlementConference shall be conducted bySettlementConference officeto be
appointed by the court. Unless notified otherwise, appearance by all parties is mandatory.
An attorney or party who fails to atté or participate effectively in any edtlement
Conference may be subject to sanctions. Any alternative to personal appearance shall be pre
approved by a judiciafficer. When the local child support agency has intervened in a case,
the agency will detenine if its appearance is necessary and notify the Court whether it intends
to appear. The agency may appear by telephone.

A SettlementConference calendar will be called by an assigned judicial officer at 1:30 p.m.
on Thursday and 8:30 a.m. on Frideach week. At the calendar call, the court will assign
the case to SettlementConference officeand also may consider the imposition of sanctions
for failure to comply with any part of this rule.

SettlemenConference will last a maximum of three (3) hours or until the parties are excused

by theSettlementConference officer Partiesand counsel are expectedi® present for the
entireSettlemeniConferencewith the exception of the local child support agency, which may

appear for supporelated issues alone. If the agency is a party to the action, any settlement
involvingsuppori ssues requires the agencyds signatu

G. If a complete settlement is not reached at the Settlement Conference, the casmalalet
for a CasdResolutionConferenceso the court can determine the next steps needed to resolve
the case.
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(Eff. 1/1/2005 Rev.7/1/2005 7/1/2007 1/1/2008 7/1/2008 1/1/2009 7/1/2009 7/1/2010
1/1/2021 Renumbered 7/1/201il formerly Rule 9.18; Rev. 1/1/2012 and Renumbéred
formerly Rule 919, Rev. 7/1/2012; 7/1/)%Revised and renumbered 1/1/20T6/2017F

9.21 CHILD CUSTODY SETTLEMENT CONFERENCES

Upon the filing of the CustodigvaluationReport with the court, a settlement conference and case
management conference regarding the issues of child custogharerding plaronly shall be

scheduled by the judicial assistant of the assigned Familydepartments to be heltlas soon as
possiblewith a judicial officer. The custody evaluator may be present at the settlement conference
when requested by either party or at the direction of the court.

Once a Child Custodivaluation Report has been filed with the court, the clerk dbdtjethe report

int he ¢ o agsconfiendtidhmndlfoeward it to the judicial assistant of the assigned Family Law
departments. The judicial assist shall schedule a custody settlement conference as soon as possible.
In the event of an unavoidable conflict, a party or attorney shall have a limited time to reschedule the
settlement conference. Stipulatioh the parties alonesinot good cause for continuance of the
settlement conference.

At any time following the settlement conference, any party may, upon noticed motion timely served
upon all parties, request that the court make interim orders regarding custodypaneiting plan
pending trial. The supporting declaration shall set forth with specificity the facts that support an
interim change of custody and/parenting plarorders prior to the trial. The declaration shall also
address the recommendations in the custauation report and set forth a specific proposal for
interim orders.

After the completion of a custody evaluation, a Statement of I§suSsttlement Conference or Trial
(Local Form FL-002) is not required for settlement conferences regarding child custogwiaamting

plan only. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2005, 1/1/2009, 7/1/2009, 1/1/2010, 7/1/2010; Renumbered
7/1/20117 formerly Rule 9.19; Renumbered 1/1/201formerly Rule 9.20, Rev. 7/1/2012, 7/1/2013
1/1/202) (Renumbered 1/1/2016)

9.22 APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL MASTER, APPRAISERS, EXPERTS (NON CUSTODY)

Partieanay request appointment of a Special Masipecial Master Tegmppraiser or Other Expert
by means of a Request for Order or in a Case Resolution Confe&¢aissment.(Eff. 7/1/5;
renumbered 7/1/13; Rev. 7/1/1@numbered 1/1/2016)

9.23 TRIAL AND EVIDENTIARY HEARINGS

These proceedings are intended to take more time so that the parties may call and question witnesses,
testify themselves, and submit documentalgewce for the court to review.

A. Setting Issues for Trial

1 A family law contested cause may be set for trial by fiBmpoma County local
form FL-074, Request/Response to Request for Settlement Conference, Trial or
DefaultHearing The request for trial may be presented to the judicial officer at the
domestic calendar hearing. If no hearing is pending, the request shall be served and
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filed with the family law clerk. The request for trial does not nedxbtfiled as a
joint request of the parties.

2. For contested causes set for trial directly from a domestic calendar, the judicial
officer retains the discretion to set one or more of the following hearings: (1) Case
Resolution Conferencé?) Settlement Conference.

3. Upon the filing of the Sonoma County local form-BZ4 Request/Response to
Request for Settlement Conference, Trial or Defdeliring a Case Resolution
Conferenceshall be scheduled before the judicial officer assigned to the case
pursuant to Sonoma County Local Rule, rule 9.2. Case Resolution Conference may
be schduled within thirty (30) days of the filing of the request for trial. The court
shall serve all parties or attorneys with a notice of Case Resolution Conference.

4, If it is determined that a trial is necessary, the court shall either seialhdate far
enough out for the parties to be able to comply with the discovery deadlines set
forth in the California Code of Civil Procedure, or obtain a stipulation from the
parties regarding the discovery cut off dates and set the trial date agbordin

5. No matter will be set for trial until and unless the parties have exchanged their
Preliminary Declarations of Disclosuaad, if required, filed form F141,
DeclarationRegardilg Serviceof Declaration of Disclosure.

B. Case Resolution Conference

If the court sets a Cas&solutionConferencen lieu of aSettlementConference or trial
date, the parties or attorneys shall file a (ResolutionConferencestatementform FL-
092, ten (10) calendar days prior to the conference. At the RasautionConference, the
court will review the status of the case and may make orders pursuampim&Gounty
Local Rule, rule9.10

C. Statement of Issues

If a Statement of Issu@gas submitted for a settlement conference, the Statement of Issues
shall be deemed the Statement of Issues for trial and filed in the court file unless, at the time
of the setéément conference, tiparty indicates he/she witke filing another Statement of

Issues ten (10) calendar days prior to the trial date.

If a settlement conference was not held, the parties or attorneys shadtétment of
Issuedor Settlement Conference or Tri@onoma County form FLO0Z2, ten (10) calendar
days prior to the trial date.

The statement of issues shall include all information requested Btdtement of Issues
Sonoma County form FLOO02.

D. Meet and Confer

The parties, and attorneys, if any, shall meet and confer in a good faith effort to resolve all
of the issues in the case. The parties, and attorneyy, ifla@l state in thetatenent of
issues the dates they met and conferred.
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E. Continuing a Trial

1. Continuing Domestic and Child Support Trials by Stipulation

The court, upon a showing of good cause, may gtimilated requests to continue

a trial. The stipulated request shall be submitted to the assigned judicial officer by
noon ten (10) calendar days prior to the hearing date. Caumgaities shall

submit a stipulation to continue, a daeltion stating why the continuance is
necessary, and a proposed order for continuance. The court has discretion to
determine if good cause exists to grant the continuance of the hearing. Stipulation
by itself does not constitute gooduse for granting a continuance.

2. Continuing Trials by Motion

Any motion which seeks to advance or continue a settlement conference or any trial
shall be set on thBomestic or Child Suppodalendar of the judicial office

assigned to hear the case. Requests for an order shortening time for service of a
motion to continue shall be submitted to the judicial officer assigned to hear the
case.

Any motion for continuance must be calendared for hearing at least seven (7)
calendar days in advance of the trial (or other hearing) date, unless good cause is
shown for a shortening of such time. Stipulatigritself does not constitute good
cause for granting a continuance.

F. Contempt Proceedings

The citee in contempt proceedings shall not be required to comply with the meet and confer
rules set forth above or participate in the preparation of the statement of issues.

G. Master Calendar Call

All matters set for trial shall be called on the assigned Master Cal€atlawhich will be
considered the initial trial date for discovery purposes. A matter will not proceed to trial on
the date of the Master Calendzaill, at which time a specific date and time (generally in the
following week) for commencement of the trial will be set. Paerebwitnesses need not
attend the Master Calendar Call unless it is necessary for them to be tratgddr the

actual commencement of the trial.

(Eff. 7/1/2005; Rev. 7/1/2006/1/2007 1/1/2008 1/1/2009 7/1/2009 7/1/2010; Revised

and Renumbered 7/1/201Xormerly Rule 9.20; Renumbered 1/1/2Q1fbrmerly Rule
9.21, Rev. 7/1/2012, Rev. 7/1/2Q131/15 1/1/202) (renumbered 1/1/2016/1/2017%

9.24 CHILD CUSTODY TRIALS

Either party may requesnaexpeditedcustody trial on custody issues by filing a Request for Settlement
Conference/Request for Settlement Conference and Trial, Sonoma County f&74. FChe request for trial
does not need to be a joint request of the parties. The parties are not teqoraglete a Statement of Issues
prior to trial.
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The Court shalketa hearing and a Case Resolution Conference on the Domestic ca@pdaximately two
weeks after the settlement conference.

At the hearingCase Resolution Conferenfr#lowing the settlement conference the Court may make interim
orders, set the matter fordl, or make other pertinent orders. The Case Resolution Conference shall be
continued to a date consistent with the status of the case.

(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2005, 1/1/2009, 7/1/2009, 1/1/2010, 7/1/2010; Revised and Renumbered 7/1/2011
formerly Rule 9.21; Renumbered 1/1/20%2formerly Rule 9.22, 7/1/20121/1/2013 Rev. 7/1/201B
(renumbered 1/1/2016)

9.25 ADOPTIONS

A. In all adoption cases a hearing may be scheduled by contacting the FamiDepanmeri s
adoptionline at (707) 5216641

B. The following documents must be filed or received by the court prior to scheduling the
adoption hearing Please note that you must call the court to receive a hearing date. The
court does not automatically set a hearing inryamloption matter

1. Adult Adoptions:

Petition (verified and signed by both parties)

Agreement of Adoption (consent of both parties)

Consent of Spouse of Adult Adoptee (if applicable

Consent of Spouse of Adopting Parent (Iplgable)

Court Report of Adoption (V&4) if an amended birth certificate is requested.
Order of Adoption (proposed)

2. Agency/Independent/InterCounty Adoptions:

Adoption Request

Consent and/or Joinder of Departmengotial Service OR

Agency Copy of Order Terminating Parental Rights (certified copy of order needed
if parental rights were terminated in another county) OR

Consent/Relinquishment of natural Parents;

Report of Social Services, OR Agency Report

Court Reporof Adoption (VS44)

Adoption Expenses

Adoption Agreement (unsigned)

Adoption Order (Proposed)

3. Step-parent Adoption:

Adoption Request

Copy of Order Terminating Parental Rights (certified copy of order needed if
parental rights were terminated in ar@tiounty) OR

Consent/Relinquishment of Natural Parent

Report by Family Court Services

Court Report of Adoption (V-&4)

Adoption Agreement (unsigned)
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4, Step-parent Adoption for Children Born During the Marriage or Domestic
Partnership Pursuant to Family Code 8 9000.5

Adoption Request

Adoption Agreement

Adoption Order

A copy of the parties’ marriage certificate, régisd domestic partner certificate, or
civil union

A copy of the child's birth certificate

Declarations by the parent who gave birth and the spouse or partner who is adopting
explaining the circumstances of the child's conception inl deifdicient to

identify whether there may be other persons with a claim to parentage of the
child who is required to be provided notice of, or who must consent to, the
adoption. (See Family Code § 9000.5(c)(3)

a. Adoptionsunder Famiy Code § 9000.5 will not require a hearing or
investigationunless ordered by the court.

The court may drop a matter from the adoption calendar for failure to comply with these
rules. Eff. 1/1/2002; Rev7/1/2005 7/1/2009 Renumbered 7/1/2011formerly Rule 9.22;
Rev. 1/1/2012 and Renumberietbrmerly Rule 9.23; rev. 7/1/)enumbered 1/1/2016
7/1/201%

9.26  JUDGMENTS

A.

Action by Judicial Officer

Default and uncontested dissolution, legal separation, and nullity cases are normally
processed by a court clerk for action by a judge or court commissioner. The judicial officer

wi || do one of the following: (a) oOsitghre tfhd e
pending response to a request to counsel or aregmiesented litigant for further
documentation or proof; (c) reject the proposed order or judgment; or (d) at the judicial

of ficerds discretion, i f t h dould besneadepsetehe e nt s
matter for hearing.

Judgment Checklists

The appropriate completed checklist must be submitted with the necessary documents.
Judgmentsubmitted without a completed checklist will be reatio submitting party.

The checklists may be found on the Courtds
http://sonoma.courts.ca.gov/divisions/family law.

Nullity Judgments

A party requesting gudgment for nullity shall submit, with the proposed judgment, a
ADecl darmatSiupgmport of Nullityod setting forth t
under Family Code sections 2200 and 2210 et seq. A hearing may be requaradrequest

for a judgment of nullity. Form F170 or a separate Declaration may be used.
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D.

Bifurcation of Marital Status

Contested bifurcation motions in cases where both parties have appeared are laticemd mo
matters governed by Rulel9.

The following documents are required for bifurcation of status only judgments:

1. Bifurcation without Agreement.

a. DeclarationrRegarding Servicef Preliminary Declaration of Disclosure
from Petitioner (FE141).

b. Request for Order (FBOO) for Bifurcation and Request or Response to
Request for Separate Trial (R15). {Sonoma County requires a hearing for
bifurcation of marital status that proceeds by default. The hearing must be
set at least six months from the service date of the petiio the
Respondeny.

C. Declaration for Defaulbr Uncontestedissolution (FL-170)

d. Status Only Judgment (FL80)

e. Notice of Entry of Judgmen{FL-190) with a stamped, seHddressed
envelopefor each party. The submitting party must provide enough postage

for return of all documents submitted.

f. Bifurcation of Status of Marriage or Domestic Partnershiggachment
(FormFL-347)

2. Bifurcation by Stipulation
a. Appearance, Stipulations and Waivers (indicate on the form that the parties
are stipulating to bifurcation of the marital status) or separate stipulation and
order.
b. Declarationfor UncontestedDissolution or LegbSeparation (Form FL
170).
C. DeclarationRegarding Servicef Preliminary Declarations of Disclosure

from both parties (or service of the prelimipateclarations of disclosure
may be deferred if stipulated to in writing.)

d. Status Only Judgment (Form £I80)
f. Notice of Entry of Judgment (FL90) with a seHaddressed, stamped
envelope for each party. The submitting party must provide enoughgpost

for return of all documents submitted.

o] Bifurcation of Status of Marriage or Domestic Partnershifsttachment
(Form FL-347)
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(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 1/1/2006, 1/1/2007, 7/1/2009, 7/1/2010; Renumbered
7/1/2011i formerly Rule 9.23Renumbered 1/1/20%2formerly Rule 9.24,
Rev. 7/1/2012, 1/1/2013, 7/1/2Q181/14; 7/1/1p(revised and renumbered
1/1/2016)

9.27 SERVICE BY POSTING

If an Order for Posting under California Rule of Court 5.72(b) is granted, the posting shall be
compleed only by the Family LawZlerk at the courthouse in the place regularly established for
posting by the Court. Judicial Council form-B0 will be used. The Family Law Clerk shall
complete and file the Proof of Service after post{&gdf. 7/1/2013)(renumbered 1/1/2016)

9.29 DELIVERY OF COURTESY COPIES

When filing documents for a hearing fewer than 10 court days prior to the hearing date, the filing
party shall deliver a court es yEff.z/d/pSy(returoberech e j ud
1/1/2016

930 REQUESTS FOR SPECIAL IMMIGRANT JUVENILE FINDINGS :

Requests for Special Immigrant Juveritiadings pursuartb Code of Civil Procedure section 155
in family law matters shall be filed as a separate stmde filing. Such requests shall not be made
in the form of an attachment to the Petition, but should be submitted separately in the form of
pleading, or as separate Request for Ordekny Request for Order shall not be combined with
other issues, and shall be a staitmhe application relating only to the Special Immigrant Juvenile
Findings pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure 185f. And renumbered 1/2016)
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RULE 10 RULES APPLICABLE TO JUVENILE COURT PROCEEDINGS
(Rule 10 was effective 1/1/1997 and was entirely Revised 7/1/2006)

10.1 ABBREVIATIONS

The following abbreviations are used throughout these rules:

CASA = CourtAppointed Special Advocate
CRC = California Rules of Court

HSD = Human Services Department
ICWA = Indian Child Welfare Act

IEP = Individual Education Plan

W&I = Welfare & Institutions Code

(Eff. 1/1/14)

10.2 JUVENILE CALENDARS

Juvenilecalendar matters with regard to Sections 300 et seq. and 600 et seq. of the W&I Code shall
be heard as designated by the Presiding Judge. A copy of the current designation may be obtained at
the Sonoma County Superior Court websitewatw.sonoma.courts.ca.goar at the courthouse.
Dependencynd delinquency matters shall be heard by a judicial officer or persons specified by the
Presiding Judge(Eff. 1/1/14)

10.3 RULES OF PROCEDURE AND STANDING ORDERS

CRC, rules 5.5005.830 apply to all juvenile proceedings.

Standing Orders

(Standing orders ar e pvovesorema.couns.cadoe court o6s web:¢

Release and Sharing of Education Related Records of Ju@eniteéWards and Dependents;
No. 2004(1); Issued August 16, 2004

Release and Sharing of Confidential Education and Mental Health Records to Assist, Probate
Guardianshipand Juvenil€ourt Investigatos; No. 2004(2); Issued December 16, 2004
(Revised1/1/2007)

10.4 ATTENDANCE AT HEARINGS (CRC, RULE 5.530) AND OTHER PROCE EDINGS

Unless excused by the Court, each adult party and attshadlyattend each scheduled JuveGibeirt
hearing, including settlement conferences and mediaggsions. (Revised 1/1/2007)

10.5 COUNSEL OF RECORD AND SELF-REPRESENTED PARTIES (DependencyProceedings)

Whenever a requirement in these rules, other than the competency requirements set forth in these
rules, is imposed on counsel, that requirement is eqapfllicable to a selfepresented partyEff.
1/1/14)
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10.6 PRE-HEARING DISCOVERY

A.

Informal Discovery

Prehearing discovery shall be conducted informally. Except as protected by privilege or
statute, all relevant materidiall be disclosed in a timely fashion to all parties to the litigation.

Formal Discovery

Only after all informal means have been exhausted, may a party petition the court for
discovery. Any noticed motion shall state the relevance and materiality of the information
sought and the reasons why informal discovery was not adequate to secunfertination.

The date for the hearing shall be obtained from the Juv@ailet A copy of the motion shall

be served on all parties at least five (5) court days before the hearing date. At the time of
service, aourtesy copy shall be delivered to the judicial officer before whom the matter is
scheduled to be heard. Any responsive papers shall be filed and served and a courtesy copy
delivered to the designated judicial officer two (2) court days prior to thengear

Experts and Other Witnesses

The name(s) of any experts to be called by any party and copies of their reports, the names of
any witnesses to be called, and copies of any documents to be introduced at the hearing on
the merits ball be made available to all parties no later than (2) two court days after the
settlement conference in dependency proceedings drigireonfirmation in delinquency
proceedings, unless otherwise ordered by the court. If no settlement conferendensahe
dependency case, disclosure shall be made at least three (3) court days prior to the master
calendar.

(Revised 1/1/2007)

10.7  NOTICED MOTIONS i (DependencyProceedings)

A.

No noticed motion shall be accepted by the comiess it is accompanied by a proof of
service. Orders shortening time are required to calendar noticed motions if statutory notice
times are not complied with.

The moving party shall prepare and submit to the court an original and one copseofibst

and proposed order to place matter on calendar, notice of motion, motion, declaration and
proposed order. Prior to submitting the moving papers to the court, the moving party must
serve by facsimile copies of the moving papers on all counselepamrepresented by
counsel (may be mailed if a fax number is unavailable) and the social worker. The court will
issue its order regarding the request for hearing date within five (5) court days of receipt of
the request for hearing.

Upon receipt othe request and executed order placing the matter on calendar, the moving
party must serve by facsimile transmission copies of the same on all counsel, parties
unrepresented by counsel (may be mailed if a fax number is unavailable) and the social worker
no later than ten (10) court days prior to the hearing date. A proof of service shall be filed
with the court no later than five (5) court days prior to the hearing date.
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D. Any opposition to the motion shall be filed and served on all counsel, pamntiegresented
by counsel (may be mailed if a fax number is unavailable) and the social worker no later than
five (5) court days prior to the hearing date.

E. Any reply to the opposition shall be filed and served on all counsel, parties unrepresented by
counsel (may be mailed if a fax number is unavailable) and the social worker no later than
two (2) court days prior the hearing date.

F. All motions will be decided on the briefs, declarations, and other documentary evidence filed.
No testimony will be ta&n unless specifically authorized by the court. A failure to file
declarations will not be grounds for requesting an evidentiary hearing.

G. In exceptional circumstances, oral motions may be entertained.

H. 10.5. C., D., and E. do not apply toaisery motions.

(Revised 1/1/2007)

10.8  REQUESTS FOR EX PARTE ORDERS

Anyone requesting an ex parte order must provide notice to all parties of such répies.shall

be provided by either personal service or service by facsimile. A proof ofesenust be filed with

the ex parte request and submitted to the clerk in the juvenile department where the pending action
would normally be heard. Any party wishing to object may file an objection with the clerk no later
than the end of the second couatydifter service. The court will not rule on said request any sooner
than the third court day after servicghis notice requirement shall not apply in situations where the
delay would not be in the best interest of the clsildth as requests for protige custody warrants

and urgent medical/dental procedures. In those instances, the best interest of the child precludes
notice.

(Revisedl/1/2007 1/1/2012

10.9 APPLICATIONS FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDERS

A. Notice that a temporary restraining order is being sought shall be given to the party to be
restrained and all attorneys of record and-smifesented parties at least twefuyr (24)
hours prior to the application if such notice would not endangesdfety of the person(s)
sought to be protected. If 2¥ur notice has not been given, the declaration must state good
cause for the failure to give 2¥bur notice.

B. The party requesting the temporary restraining order shall be responsible for préparing
order on Judicial Council form, Restraining Ordduvenile(JV-250) and presenting it for
signature.

C. It will be the responsibility of the party seeking the temporary restraining order or any other

person designated by the cotatserve the temporary restraining order on the person to be
restrained and all appropriate law enforcement agencies.

D. It will be the responsibility of the court, upon receipt of the original temporary restraining
order and/or proof of service, to retgr the documents in the CLETS systéatft. 1/1/14)

Paged8



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

10.10 REFERRALS TO OTHER COURTS

Any juvenile court judicial officer may refer any juvenile case to the supervising judge of the family
or criminal division for assignment if the judiciafficer determines such a referral is necesq&fy.

1/1/14)

10.11 CONTINUANCES

A. Attorneysfor parties are required to adhere to the statutory time lines for all hearings.

B. Dependency Continuancewill be granted and time waivers accepted pursuant to W&l
section 352 and CRC, rule 5.550. Requests for stipulated continuances shall be presented to
the court by noon one (1) court day prior to the hearing.

C. Delinquency: Continuance®f jurisdictional hearings will be granted only upon written
motion with notice to all attorneys and unrepresented parties filed within two (2) court days
of the date set for hearing. All other hearings may be continued by written motioed on
an ex parte basis if all attorneys and parties agree to the continuance and the new date for
hearing.

(Rewvised 1/1/2007)

10.12 ATTORNEY COMPETENCE (Dependency Proceedings)

A. General Competency Requirement

1.

Absent a knowing and intelligent waiver by the party represented, all attorneys who
represent parties in juvenile dependency proceedings must meet the minimum
standards of competence set forth in these rules and CRC, rule 5.660.

Each attorney appeagnin a juvenile dependency matter shall complete the
minimum training and educational requirements set forth in these rules.

Each attorney appearing in a dependency matter shall complete and submit to the
court, within 30 days of the effective datkthese rules or within 10 days following

their appearance, whichever is later, a DeclaratibrCertification of Attorney
Competency (Sonoma County local form JC104).

A retained attorney may not appear on behalf of a party apardiency proceeding
without having submitted to the court a Declarat@nCertification of Attorney
Competency or a knowing and intelligent waiver by the party of such certification.

If a retained attorney maintains his or peincipal office outside this county, proof

of certification of competency by the juvenile dependency court of the California
county in which the attorney maintains an office shall be sufficient evidence of
competence to appear in a juvenile dependpnogeeding in this county.

B. Minimum Standards of Education and Training

1.

Prior to certification of competency, the attorney shall have either
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- Participated in at least 36 hours of training and education in juvenile dependency
law and pradte, which training and education shall have included comprehensive
information on W&I sections 202, 213.5, 241.1, 300 et seq.; Family Code sections
7900 et seq. (Interstate Compact), and 7600 et seq. (Uniform Parentage Act);
Education Code section 5000sety. (Special Education Programs); 8 United States
Code (USC) section 1101 (Special Immigrant Status for Undocumented Dependent
Children), 25 USC section 1901 et seq. (ICWA), 28 USC section 1738 (Parental
Kidnapping Prevention Act), and 42 USC sectionsO6et seq. and 670 et seq.
(Adoption and Safe Families Act); the CRC, local rules of court, the rules of evidence
as set forth in the California Eviden€ede, and the applicable case law, as well as
practical training on Judicial Council forms, motions, writs, mediation, family group
conferencing, team decision making, domestic violence, substance abuse, child
development, child abuse and neglect, famiéunification and preservation,
restraining orders, rights of de facto parents, and reasonable efforts,

or

- At least six (6) months of experience within the last twelve (12) manths
dependency proceedings in the State of California in which the attorney has had
primary responsibility for representation of his or her clients in said proceedings. In
determining whether the attorney has demonstrated competence, the court shall
consier whether the attorneyds performanc
requirements of these rules.

2. Education and training may include
a. Observation of dependency proceedings;
b. Self study, including relevant documents, references, aamliovideo tapes

of previously presented seminars and conferences;

C. Attendance at seminars or conferences related to dependency law that are
MCLE-certified, provided by professional organizations, or court
sponsored or approved,;

d. Supervisbn by appropriately trained and certified attorneys practicing in the
area of dependency law.

3. No more than 18 of the 36 hours of required training and education may-tstusbif
or observation of dependency proceedings.

C. Renewal of Attorney Conpetency Certification

Each attorney who practices before the juvenile dependency court shall complete within every
one (1) year period at least twelve (12) hours of continuing education related to dependency
proceedings.

1. The attorneyb6s continuing training or e
Sonoma County Local Rules, rule 10.12 B.
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2. Evidenceof completion of the required number of hours of training or education shall
be retained by the attoey and may include a copy of a certificate of attendance
issued by a California MCLE provider or a certificate of attendance issued by a
professional organization which provides training and/or education for its members,
whether or not it is a MCLE provd. Evidence of attendance at a court sponsored
or approved program will also fulfill this requirement.

3. In order to retain his or her certification to practice before the juvenile dependency
court, each attorney or his or her supervisor shall filé& wWie dependency court a
declaration certifying that counsel has completed the required continuing education.
The declarationlocal mandatory from JZ04,must be filed on or before January 15
of each year.

Decertification

The court retains the ddrity to review the general conduct and performance of an attorney
and to decertify such attorney for good cause at any time. The court may order decertification
only after the attorney has been given notice of the intended action and an opportumity to b
heard.

New Attorneys

1. Absent a knowing and intelligent waiver by the party represented, an attorney who
has never practiced in dependency court must observe and/or assist in each type of
dependency hearing from detention through review of a permanent plan prior to
representin@ party in a dependency case;

2. An attorney should work and consult with a mentor during the first three months of
representing parties in dependency court. A mentor is an attorney with no fewer than
three years of experience in dependency ld®evied1/1/2007 1/1/20123

10.13 STANDARDS OF REPRESENTATION (DependencyProceedings)

All attorneys appearing in dependency proceedings shall meet the following minimum standards of
representation in addition to those set forth in CRC(.66

A.

I f the client is a child, the attorney or at
to each hearing. The attorney or attorneyo:
age or older in person unless it is impracticabl®henever possible, the child shall be
interviewed at the childds placement . The
the childbés caretaker, particularly when th
If the clientisnotthe hi | d, the attorney or attorneyo6s
once prior to the jurisdictional hearing unless the client is unavailable. Thereafter, the
attorney or the attorneyds agent s hadng]l cont

unless the client is unavailableRgvisedl/1/2007)

10.14 REPRESENTATION OF PARTIES OTHER THAN MINORS (Dependency Proceedings)

A.

Detention Hearingor Initial Appearance
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At the detention hearingérni t i al appearance, parentsé col
following:
1. Advise the court whether the parents have any Native American heritage by

completing and filing Judicial Council form Parental Notification of Indian Status
(JV-130) with te clerk of the court; and

2. Assist the parents in completing and filing Judicial Council form Notification of
Mailing Address (JV140) with the clerk of the court.

B. Jurisdictional/Dispositional Hearings
1. All counsel shall advise the court regaiglpaternity issues.
2. In all submitted jurisdictional hearings, counsel shall assist the parent in completing

Judicial Council form Waiver of Rights (3¥90).

C. All Hearings

1. Parents6 counsel shall a fliegi watht thetclarleanp ar e n t
updated Judicial Council form Notification of Mailing Address {I30) reflecting
any changes in address, and proof of service on all parties.

2. Whenever applicable, parentsd counsel sh
County local form J€101, Waiver of Rights. (Résed1/1/2007)

10.15 PROCEDURES FOR REVIEWING AND RESOLVING COMPLAINTS (Dependency
Proceedings)

A. Any party to a juvenile court proceeding may lodge a written complaint with the court
concerning the performance of his or her appointed attorney in a juvenile court proceeding as
follows:

1. Complaintor questions shall initially be ref
the agency or law firm appointed to repent the client. If the issue remains
unresolved or if there is no designated agency or law firm, the party may submit the
written complaint directly to the court.

2. In the case of a complaint concerning the performance of an attorney appointed to
reprsent a minor, the complaint may be | o«
worker, a caretaker relative, a foster parent, or CASA

B. Within ten (10) days of the receipt of a written complaint, the court shall notify the attorney
and/ or the attorneyds supervisor in writin
attorneyo6s supervisor with theattangyy fifteeh (1) he ¢
days from the date of the notice to respond to the complaint in writing. The judicial officer
will also inform the client or other person lodging the complaint, in writing, that the complaint
has been received and that the aggrwill be contacting the client or other person lodging
the complaint to discuss resolution of the complaint.

g
0
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C. After response has been filed by the attorney or the time for the submission of a response has
passed, the court shall review the complamd the response, if any, to determine whether
the attorney has acted contrary to state or local rules or policies or has acted incompetently.
The court may ask the complainant or the attorney for additional information prior to making
a determination othe complaint.

D. The court shall notify the attorney and complaining party either in writing or by oral ruling
at a closed hearing of its determination on
final.

E. If the court finds that the attorpeacted contrary to the rules or policies of the court or

incompetently, the court shall take appropriate acti®tevisedl/1/2007)

10.16 REQUESTS TO WITHDRAW (DependencyProceedings)

A. Unless otherwise ordered by the court, a regiteewithdraw as attorney of record shall be in
writing on Judicial Council forms MC051 and MC052 and served in compliance with CRC,
rule 3.1362. The request must include the full name(s) of the child(ren), the case number(s),
the full name of theclient t he cl i entds status in the case
parent), the date and type of the next scheduled hearing. The request shall be noticed and
calendared, if possible, for the same day and time as the next scheduled hearing.

B. Counsekhall also submit the order to be relieved on Judicial Council forrOBBC Counsel
is not relieved as attorney of record until
and all parties, and proof of service of suctlesrhas been filed with the court. (Fed
1/1/2007)

10.17 RELEASE OF INFORMATION RELATING TO JUVENILES

In all cases in which a person or agency seeks records held by law enforcement, including police
reports regarding children who are the subjegueénile court proceedings, the person or agency
shall file a request utilizing the Police Report Request Form (Judicial Council FeEM5)V

This section does not apply to those persons and agencies designated by W&I Code §827(a).

A. Juvenile Case Defined

For the purposes of this rule, a juvenile case file includes the following documents or items
in the possession of the JuveniBourt Probation Department, Department of Human
Services or Court Appointed Special AdvosaBrogram:

1. All documents filed in a juvenile court delinquency or dependency case by any party
or the court;

2. Reports to the court in a delinquency or dependensg pacpared by probation
officers, social workers, and CASAs;

3. Documentmot filed with the court, but made available to probation officers, social
workers of HSD, and CASAs in preparation of reports to the court for a delinquency
or dependency case;
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4, Documentsrelating to a child concerning whom a petition has been filed in a
delinquency or dependency case, which are maintained in the office files of probation
officers, social workers and CASAs;

5. Transcripts, records, or reports relating to matters prepared or released by the Juvenile
Court Probation Department, or HSD for a delinquency or dependency case; and

6. Documentsvideo or auditapes, photographs, and exhibits admitted into evidence at
juvenile court hearings for a delinquency or dependency case.

B. DocumentsExcludedf r om t he Ter@aséh Biulveoni |l e

Medical andpsychiatric records, including Eviden€Gsde section 730 evaluations and any
child abuse reports, are strictly confidential and not available for inspection or copying except
from the subject of the record or his/her attorney.

C. Inspection and Copying

The following persons may inspect and receive copies of juvenile case files without filing a
petition pursuant to W&I section 827:

1. Court personnel and court investigators from any county;
2. Any attorney representingthemob r , mi nor 6 s parents, minort
3. The minor or minords pat#repeserded.or guardi an

D. Inspection

Other persons or entities as listed in W&I section 827 shall be entitled to inspect a juvenile
case file but shaltot be entitled to copy a juvenile case file.

Pursuant to W&I section 676(d), when a petition has been sustained for an offense listed in
W&I section 676(a), the following information contained in the court file shall be available
for public inspection (a) the charging petition, (b) the minutes of the proceeding, and (c) the
orders of the adjudication and orders of the disposition of the court.

E. Discoveryof Juvenile Records

Except as provided above, persons who desire to inspect or copy a juvenile case file shall
follow the procedures as outlined in W&I section 827 and CRC, rule 5.552. See Judicial
Council Form JV570.

Juvenilecase files may not be obtainedinspected by civil or criminal subpoena.

F. Access by CASA

A CASA may inspect and copy records pursuant to W&I section 107. Confidential records
and information acquired by a CASA shall remain confidential and bballisclosed only
pursuant to a court order pursuant to W&I section 105. The CASA shall present his/her
identification as a CASA to any such record holder in support of his/her request for access to
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specific records. No consent from the parent or guaiidiaecessary for the CASA to have
access to any records relating to the child.

G. Duplication Prohibited

Records received pursuant to these rules shall be kept confidential and shall not be duplicated
or disclosed to third parties.

H. Release offourt Reports to Court-approved Mental Health Evaluators

Where the Court has ordered a mental health or psychological evaluation of a minor, the court
approved evaluator shall be given a copy of the court report relating taribe unless the
court makes a specific order to the contrary in the referral.

Release of Information Relating to Juveniles by Law Enforcement

Pursuant to the cases of T.N.G. v. Superior Court (1971) 4 Cal.3d 767 and Westcott v. County
of Yuba (19®) 104 Cal.App.3d 103, this rule applies to all law enforcement agencies and
officials in Sonoma County.

1. Identity of Juvenile

Arrest reports or other information in regard to the identity of individual juveniles
under the age afighteen (18) years who are the subject of juvenile court proceedings
shall not be released to the press or other media or to any persons or public agency
until a detention order has been made by the Juv€niletor as otherwise provided

by law.
2. Information Regarding Incident
a. Police reports or information in regard to the incident, with exceptions noted,

may be released to:

D The minor, if selfrepresented in a juvenile court proceeding, or to
his/her #&orney pursuant to these rules;

(2) The District Attorneyof Sonoma County;

3) The | aw enforcement agency of the

b. Other law enforcement agencies who require it for crime investigation or
reporting purposes;

C. The Sonoma County Probation Department;

d. Court personnel;

e. The Sonoma County Department of Human Services, Division of Family and
Chil dr ecesbs Ser vi

f. The parents or legal guardian of the minor, unless there is a reference to
another minor in the reports (In that situation, the request must be approved
by the juvenile court.);

g. The school attended by the minor;

h. Victims of juvenile crimg(They may be given the names and addresses of

the persons mentioned in the report, without reference to the status of any
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minor. The release of further information must be approved by the juvenile
court.);

i. Hospitals, schools, camps, Job Corps or prem# agencies which require
the information for the placement, treatment or rehabilitation of the minor;

- The persons entitled thereto under Vehicle Code §§220082;

k. Any coroner or medical examiner;

l. The name of a minor 14 years of agreolder taken into custody for the
commission of a serious felony as defined by subdivision (c) of Penal Code
section 1192.7, and the offenses allegedly committed may be released at the
request of any interested party if a hearing has commenced ths¢@suyEon
a petition that alleges that the minor is a person with the description of
Section 602.

3. Commission of a Felony

If at disposition the minor was found by the court to have committed a felony, the
arresting agency may send the usual informatimo the CIl, FBI or other police
agencies within California, but to no other persons or agencies (except as otherwise
authorized herein).

4, Contents of Reports

This rule does not prohibit release of information by law enforcement agencies about
crimes or the contents of arrest reports, except insofar as they disclose the identity of
the juvenile who is subject of juvenile court proceedings.

5. Coronerds Reports

This rule does not apply to coronerés re

J. Inter -Agency Exchange of Informatiam
1. This rule addresses the exchange of information between Family Court Services
Probation Department, Department of Human Services, Case Management Council,
mi nor s counsel andin juderdle de€loquenty, juvamilee st i g

dependency, child custody, conservatorship, guardianship, and criminal proceedings.
The disclosure of information concerning children and their parents by any of these
agencies is generally prohibited by law. Neheless, a limited exchange of
information about children or parents between these agencies in certain circumstances
will serve the best interests of the child who is before the court. The court hereby
finds that the best interests of children and victapgearing in court, the public
interest in avoiding duplication of effort by the courts and by the investigative
agencies serving the juvenile and family courts and the value of having relevant
information gathered by a court agency outweighs the coniadigyn interests
reflected in Penal Code sections 11167 and 11167.5 and W&I sections 827 and 10850
et seq., Family Code sections 1818, and ProGatde section1513, and therefore
good cause exists for this rule.

2. The representatived the abovdisted agencies who are investigating or supervising
cases involving children may orally disclose information to each other as follows:
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a. Whether the child before the court, his/her parents, guardians, or caretakers
are or have been the et of a child custody, delinquency, dependency
criminal or probate investigation, the findings and status of that investigation
the recommendations made or anticipated to be made to the court by the
agencies listed above, and the progress while undett sopervision
including compliance with court orders, and any court orders in existence
with respect to the child, parents, guardians, or caretakers.

b. Any statement made by the <child or
caretakers whichmigiite ar upon the issue of the
pending case.

C. Each agency may include this information in court reports and keep such
information in their case files.

d. All of the above listed agencies may provide written documents to dzeh o
These documents may include but are not limited to relevant portions of
investigation notes, progress notes and summaries, and court reports
containing information described in (a) and (b) above. However, child abuse
and neglect reports described Bgnal Code section 11167.5 (Suspected
Child Abuse Report form #8572), information disclosing the identity of a
reporting party, or cowwrdered psychological evaluations will not be
exchanged between the agencies absent a court order. Copies of HSD or
JuvenileProbation Department documents used by the alisteel agencies
will not be made available to the public without a court order.

3. Any disclosure authorized by this rule shall be subject to the following conditions:
The agency eceiving the request shall first establish to its satisfaction that the
inquiring party is in fact a member of an agency designated above; all information
shall be provided orally; if an agency desires written documentation, it shall make
written applicatbn for a court order releasing that documentation; the information
gathered shall be used exclusively in the investigation being conducted and the
subsequent court proceedings, and shall not be repeated to anyone not a party to those
proceedings without ewt order.

4, Nothing in this rule is intended to limit any disclosure of information by any agency
which is otherwise required or permitted by law or by other court orders.

5. The release of information by Family Court Servisesubject to limitations imposed
by state and local rules. (Rev. 1/1/2007; 7/1/2009)

10.18 LOCAL RULES RELATING TO CHILD ADVOCATES

A.

The CASA Program

The JuvenileCourtmay appoint CASAs to represent the interests of dependent or delinquent
children. The CASArogram must operate under the guidelines set forth in W&I section 100
et seq.; W&l section 356.5; and CRC, rule 5.655.
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The CASAprogram shall report regularly to the Presiding Judge of the Juvemilg with
evidence that it is operating under the guidelines established by the National Court Appointed
Special Advocatéssociation and the California State Guidelines for child advocates.

B. Sworn Officer of the Court

A CASA is an officer of the court and is bound by these rules. Each CASA shall be sworn
in by a SuperioCourt Judge/Commissionbefore beginning his/her duties.

C. Termination of CASA

The CASAserves at the pleasure of the court, and the appointment of the CASA may be
terminated by the court. Any party or the Director of the CASA program may file a motion
for termination of the appointment of a CASA. The court will determine whether thdire sha
be a hearing on such a petition.

Any CASA with a grievance concerning termination may petition the court for a hearing.
Such petition shall include facts indicating that the CASA has exhausted all remedies
available to him or her withithe CASA program. The court will determine whether there
shall be a hearing on such a petition.

D. CASAOs Functions

Ingeneral,aCASAs functions are as foll ows:

1. To provide independent, factual information to the courdmgigg the cases to which
he or she is appointed;

2. To represent the best interests of the children involved, and consider the best interests
of the family in the cases to which he or she is appointed;

3. At the request of the judicial officer, to mamitcases to which he or she has been
appointed to assure that the courtés ord

E. Specific Duties

The court shall, in its initial order of appointment, and subsequent orders as appropriate,
specifically delineate the CASAs duti es i n each <case, whi ch
investigating the circumstances of the case, intervieaimdjobserving the child and other
appropriate individuals, reviewing appropriate records and reports, considering visitation
rights for relatives, and reporting back directly to the court as indicated. If no specific duties

are outlined by court ordehe CASA shall discharge his/her obligation to the child and the

court in accordance with the general duties set forth in these rules, W&l section 102, and
CRC, rule 5.655.

F. Procedures in Delinquency Cases

A request for appointment of a CASAa delinquency case may be made orally or in writing

in open court or ex parte by the probation officer or any party to the case, or by the court on
its own motion. If the court grants the request, it shall order that the case be referred to CASA
for screening.
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1. When the court grants the request for appointment of a CAZSA shall prepare
and present to the court an order appointing the CASA.

2. Any party to the proceeding may petition the court for a hearing to reconsider the
apmintment.

3. ACASAmay petition the court to set the mi

4. CASA reports shall be submitted to the court three (3) court days prior to the hearing
for which it is prepared. CASA reports shalldmpied and distributed by the CASA
program to the court, District AttorngyuvenileP r obat i on, and the mj
(or the minorés parents if unrepresente
hearing.

G. Procedures in Dependenc¥ases
1. A request for appointment of a CASA a dependency case may be made orally or

in writing in open court or ex parte by the social worker or any party to the case or by
the court on its own motion. Unless there is opposition, the referral shall be forwarded
to the CASA office for screenirend assignment.

2. When an appropriate CASAas been identified, that
submitted to the court for appointment. CASA administration shall prepare and
present to the court an order appointing a CASA.

3. Any party to thecase may petition the court for a hearing to reconsider the
appointment.

4, A CASA report shall be submitted to the court at least three (3) court days prior to
the hearing for which it is prepared. CASA reports shall be copied and distritout
the CASA program to the court, County Counst$D and counsel for the parent(s)
and minor(s) at least two (2) court days prior to the hearing.

H. Release of Information to CASA

Upon referral to CASAor upon appointment of a CASA, the judicial officer shall sign an
order presented by CASA administration granting the CASA the authority to review specific
relevant documents and interview parties involved in the case, as well as other persons having
sigrificant information relating to the child, to the same extent as any other officer appointed
to investigate proceedings on behalf of the court. See also Sonoma County Local Rules, rule
10.17.

Access to Records

A CASA may inspect and cgprecords pursuant to W&I section 107. Confidential records
and information acquired by a CASA shall remain confidential and shall be disclosed only
pursuant to a court order pursuant to W&I section 105.

The CASAshall present his/her identification as a CASA to any such record holder in support
of his/her request for access to specific records. No consent from the parent(s) or guardians(s)

Pagel09



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

is necessary for the CASA to have access to any records relatinghddh&8ee also Sonoma
County local rule 10.17. F.

J. Report of Child Abuse
A CASA is a mandated child abuse reporter with respect to the case to which he/she is
appointed.

K. Communication

There shall be ongoinggrgul ar communi cation concerning t
status, and significant case developments, maintained among the, Ca&x#al worker,

childbébs attorney, attorneys for parewrtmets or
child.
L. Right to Timely Notice

In any motion concerning the child for whom a CAB#s been appointed, the moving party
shall provide the CASA timely notice.

M. Calendar Priority

In light of the fact that CASAs arrendering a volunteer service to children and the court,
matters on which they appear should be grar
possible.

N. Visitation Throughout Dependency

A CASA shall visit the child regularly until the child is secure in a permanent placement.
Thereafter, the CASA shall monitor the case as appropriate until dependency is dismissed.

0. Family Law Advocacy

Should the Juvenil€ourtdismiss dependency and create family law orders pursuant to W&
section 362.4,the CASAs appoi nt ment may be continued i
which case the Juvenile Court order shall set fdreh nature, extent and duration of the
CASAG6s duties in the family | aw proceeding.

P. Right to Appear

A CASA shall have the right to be present and be heard at all court hearings, and shall not be
subject to exclusion by virtue of the fabtait he/she may be called to testify at some point in
the proceedings.Revisedl/1/2007)

10.19 MEDICAL ISSUES

A. Health Assessment, Physical Examination, Laboratory Tests, Venereal Disease,
Screening and Furnishing of Contraceptives, Immunizations, Raine Medical Care,
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Mental Health Evaluation and Services, and Dental Assessment and Treatment of
Temporarily Detained Minors

In order that minors detained in the Sonoma County Probation Department and Department

of Human Services temporary holding fae#is, i.e. Juvenilédall, rehabilitation facilities,
Val l ey of the Moon Childrends Home, emer ge
programs, receive necessary care of their physical and mental health, and do not endanger the
healh and welfare of other persons in these facilities, the Sonoma County medical clinics are
hereby authorized to provide the following services to all such juveniles, which services

foll ow the fAStatement of Pedi at sin®atentioHe al t h
Centers, Jails, Loclps, andotherCouBponsor ed Residenti al Faci l
1. A comprehensive health assessment and physical examination;
2. Any clinical laboratory tests and limited, nintrusive diagnostic tests such as X

rays and CT scans, the medical provider determines are necessary for the evaluation

of the juvenileds health status;
3. Upon consent of the misareening farrveherealhdseasai n o r C

Contraceptive devices may be furnished t

4, Any standard childhood i mmuni zation nece
to date, and, if immunization records are unavailable, amynunizations
recommended by the American Academy of P
no immunizations shall be administered before: (1) making a reasonable attempt to
obtain parental or legal guardian consent; (2) checking the county immunization
registry; (3) contacting the childbés ph)
contacting the childbés school for i mmuni
objects to the child receiving immunizations, then no immunizations shall be
admnistered without a court order. Further, if no parent or legal guardian is available
to give consent, no immunization may be given until the above conditions have been
met and seven days have el apsed since th

5. Any routine medical are required based on the results of the comprehensive health
assessment, and any routine medical care required for the care of ilinesses and injury,
including the use of standard-rdys, stitches for cuts and casts for broken bones.
Routine medical caras referred to above includes:

a. First aid care for conditions which require immediate assistance from a
person trained in basic first aid as defined by the American Red Cross or its
equivalent;

b. Clinic care for ambulatory juveniles with health cammplaints who are

evaluated and treated at sick call or by special appointment; and

C. Inpatient bed care for illness or injury which requires limited observation
and/or management and does not require admission to a licensed hospital.
Routine medical aa does not include blood transfusions or inpatient care
for illness or diagnosis which requires optimal observation and/or
management in a licensed hospital;
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A mental health status evaluation and necessary mental health services except no
placement iran inpatient psychiatric facility shall occur absent compliance with W&l
sections 319.1, 635.1 and 5150, et seq;

A dental assessment, includingrXys when appropriate, and any routine dental
treatment required based on the results of the dentabasses

HSD social workers are authorized to sign necessary documentation and consent
forms, including school medical consent forms, for the provision of medical services
described in this section.

Authorization for Use of Psychotropic Drugs

1.

The administration of psychotropic drugs to minors who are wards or dependent

children shall only occur upon the authorization of a duly licensed psychiatrist, the
Medical Director of Juvenile n st i t uti ons or thysiciatDahnd ect or
the court after notice to the minoros at

In dependency cases, any request for psychotropic drugsbenmside on Judicial
Council form Application and Order for Authorization to Administer Psychotropic
MedicatiorrJuvenile JV-220. Absent an emergency, no request shall be presented
to the judicial officer until one (1) business day after request has been made
available by the HSD for review by County Couns€his requirement is in

addition to the specific requirements governing psychotropic medications in CRC,
rule 5.640.

Initiation or Changes in Medication

The ourt finds that immediate and special mental health intervention may be
necessary for disturbed, psychotic, depressed or suicidal minors who are impacted by
the unusual life situations and the stress of institutional placements. Accordingly, the
administeing psychiatrist shall have the discretion to initiate the use of psychotropic
drugs for a 14ay period while attempting to obtain parental or guardian consent or
court authorization if after weighting the risks and benefits of such medication, the
psychatrist concludes there is no significant risk of irreversible side effects.

If the administering psychiatrist, probation officer or social worker learns that the
parent, guardian or attorney for the child objects to the utilization of such drugs, the
matter shall be set for hearing before a JuveGibartjudicial officer on an expedited
basis.

Continuation of Previously-Prescribed Medication

If the minor has already been prescribed psychotropic drugs, ¢ineliaty physician

may continue the use of those previoysly escr i bed drugs at
discretion. However, there shall be no increases in dosage without authorization
pursuant to W&I section 369.5 and CRC, rule 5.640. The parents or guardian do no
have the authority to withhold consent for increases/decreases in dosage if the child
has been removed from their custody and control.

Continuation of Medication Upon Change in Placement
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Whenever a dependent child or wardtlé court, or minor in placement at the
JuvenileH a | | or Valley of the Moon Childreno:
or to a facility pursuant to W&I section 5000, et seq., and the child is prescribed
medication, the medical or othangervisor at the new placement may continue to

admi ni ster t hat medi cation wunder superv
physician. No further order of the cour
to be abruptly discontinued for lack ich an order.

6. This rule does not override any inherent authority a physician may have to provide
treatment and care in emergency situations (Cal. Code Regs. Title 9, section 853)

At the time of admission to the temporary holdfagility, all reasonable efforts should be
made to obtain the consent of the parent(s) or legal guardian ferountime medical care
while the juvenile is temporarily detained or placedafdhome. In the event sighed consent
cannot be obtained, the mea clinic shall request a court order for any frontine health
care.

This rule applies to dependency children in caudered placement as well as children who
are the subject of a W&I section 300 petition who are temporarily placed with relatives
nontrelative extended family membersRgvisedl/1/2007)

10.20 REQUESTS FOR MODIFICATION (DependencyProceedings)

Requests for modification will be addressed pursuant to procedures set forth in W&l sections 387,
and 388, and CRGQules 5.560(d), 5.565 and 5.570.

A.

Notice Regarding Change In Placement

In order to ensure that proper notice is received by parents or guardians, attorneys for parents

and minords counsel of a ny the borigimpbdéspositionala ¢ h i
hearing:
1. Non-emergency situations

a. If the county of placement remains the same, HSD shall give notice at least

five (5) business days prior to the change in placement.

b. Prior to removal of a child from oneounty to another, HSD shall provide
notice at least ten (10) business days unless emergency circumstances prevent
such notice.

2. Emergencysituations

HSD shall give notice immediately upon determination that a mawecisssary.

3. Notice may be given orally or in writing.

W&I Code Section 388 Petitions
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This procedure relates to the notification process required before the filing ofL80JV

petition requesting modification, the procedure for approving untidpiM180 petitions,

and the procedure for t he €l8®&upetitidhs Thesensi d e |
procedures are as follows:

1. At least one week before the -IN0 is submitted to the court, or upon a showing of
good cause, such shorter time las tourt may order, the moving party must fax a
draft of the proposed J¥80 with supporting documentation to all counsel, parties
unrepresented by counsel, and the social worker. (May be mailed if a fax number is
unavailable.

2. At least seven (7) catelar days after the draft IM80 has been served as described
above, the moving party may submit the original (and one copy) of the petition to the
court. Paragraph 8 must be fully completed, including a clear statement of the date(s)
of service of the d@ft copy. The moving party need not complete Paragraph 10 of
the J\¢180.

3. When the original JM 80 is submitted, the moving party will serve all parties with a
complete copy of the J¥80 being submitted and notice of the submission of the JV
180 to tle court.

4, If the request is agreed to by all parties, the court may grant the petition without a
hearing. (Calif. Rules of Court, rule 5.570(d)) After the court grants the request, the
court will file the JV180 and an endorsed filed copy of the omdiirbe returned to
the moving party for service on all other parties. The moving party must subsequently
file an appropriate proof of service documenting its service of the order granting the
requested modification.

5. If the request is disputed, the@ r t  wi | | mar k the original

a. Within two (2) court days of receipt of the petition, the court will make an
initial determination whether the petition meets the threshold to warrant a
hearing. In order to warrant a hearing, the movindyparust show: 1)
changed circumstances or new evidence; and, 2) that the best interests of the
child may be promoted by the proposed modification.

b. If the court determines that the petition does not merit a hearing: 1) the court
will deny thepetition on its face (Calif. Rules of Court, rule 5.570), file the
petition, and fax its ruling to the moving party, and 2) the moving party will
serve the denial on all paas by fax within two (2) court days of receipt and
submit an appropriate proof sérvice to the court. (May be mailed if a fax
number is unavailable.)

6. If the court determines the petition appears to merit a hearing:
a. The court will set the matter as the
Wednesday or Thursday afternoontiteast two (2) weeks but not more than

three (3) weeks to allow for opposition to the setting;

b. The court will serve notice of the hearing on all parties:
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C. Any party opposing the setting of the petition for hearing will serve by fax
and submit its pposition to the court no later than three (3) court days before
the initial setting. (May be mailed if a fax number is unavailable.)

d. At initial appearance, a short oral argument regarding granting the petition
will be entertained by the court. Follong argument, the court will either
set the matter for trial or deny the petition on the record. The petition and
order will be filed at this time.

(Revisedl/1/2007 7/1/2012

10.21 ACCESS TO MINORS IN DEPENDENCY PROCEEDINGS

After filing of the petition in a dependency proceeding, no party or attorney, other than the social
worker, in a dependency proceeding shall:

A. Interview the minor about the events relating to the allegations in the petition(s) without
permi ssion of yorlcaurtodemor 6s attorne

B. Cause the minor to undergo a physical, medical or mental health examination or evaluation
without court approval. Revisedl/1/2007)

10.22 MEDIATION IN DEPENDENCY PROCEEDINGS

A. Dependencgases may be referred to mediation at any stage of the proceedings as deemed
appropriate by a judicial officer hearing dependency cases and as resources for mediation
are available. The parties are to cooperate with the process if referred.

B. Calendaing and Referral

1. The court will, at the time of calendaring, attempt to identify all the individuals whose
participation in mediation may be helpful in resolving the case so that their
participation may be either ordered or invited as appropriate.

2. The court will complete Sonoma County local form Family Court Serlitaaiation
Referral Order (JUV 102.1 or JUV 102.2) at the time of calendaring and will identify
the participants and issues referred exdiation.

3. The court will make the juvenile dependency file available to Family Court Services
or other authorized mediator or mediation program.

4, Dependencynediation in Sonoma County is a confidahind noarecommending
process operating in compliance with W&I section 350, CRC, rule 5.518 and Chapter
2, sections 1115 through 1128 of the EvideGode with the following exceptions to
confidentiality: Sonoma County dependency mexsabhave a duty when confronted
with serious threats of violence against reasonably identifiable victims to make
reasonable efforts to communicate such threats to the victim or victims and to a law
enforcement agencyRévisedl/1/2007)

10.23 SETTLEMENT CONFERENCES IN DEPENDENCY PROCEEDINGS
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Settlement conferenseshall be held prior to every contested dependency hearing unless expressly
determined to be unnecessary by the judicial officer setting the contestedjhea

The trial attorneys and all parties other than the minor shall be present at the settlement conference,
unless expressly excused by the court. At the settlement conference the parties or their attorneys shall
discuss the issues to be tried and any areagreement(Eff. 1/1/14)

10.24 GUARDIANS AD LITEM (DependencyProceedings)

A. Appointment of Guardians Ad Litem

1. The court shall appoint a guardian ad litem to represent any incompetent parent or
guardian whose child or ward igflere the juvenile court pursuant to a dependency
petition (W&I section 300 et seq.). The determination of incompetency may be
made by the court at any time in the proceedings based upon evidence received
from any interested party.

2. The parent or gudiran must be present and the court must explain the proceedings
to the parent or guardian in plain language. If the court finds by a preponderance of
the evidence that the parent or guardian does not understand the nature or
conseguences of the proceediagthat the parent or guardian cannot assist their
attorney in the preparation of their case, the court shall appoint a guardian ad litem.

B. Notice to Guardians Ad Litem, Access to Records, and Duty to Appear
1. In all proceedings, the guardian aih shall be given the same notice as any party.
2. The guardian ad litem shall have the same access to all records relating to the case as
would any party.
3. The guardian ad litem has a duty to appear at all hearings.
(Revisedl/1/2007)

10.25 VISITATION (DependencyProceedings)

A. Between Detention and Disposition

Visitation for any child taken into temporary custody pursuant to W&I section 300 et seq.,
will be provided according to the following guidelines:

1. The first visit with his/her parent(s) or guardian(s) shall occur within five (5) calendar
days of the date the dHiwas taken into temporary custody. Visitatibereafter
shall be as frequent as possible consistent with the best interests of the child.

2. Absent unusual circumstances, the following guidelines shall be considered:

a. Newborns ¢ five years old: Six (6) hours of visitation with their parent(s) or
guardian(s) per week. No visit shall exceed two (2) hours per day.

b. Six year olds to eighteen year olds: Three (3) hours of visitation with their
parent(s) or guardian(s) per week.
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3. Any request for the court to consider visitation issues shall be made at the detention
hearing or with two (2) court daysd noti

B. PostDisposition

The court will entertain argument regarding visitation at subsequent review hearings only if
notice of the visitation issue has been given to all parties at least two (2) court days prior to
the review hearing.

(Revisedl/1/2007)

10.26 TRIAL HOME VISI TS (DependencyProceedings)

A. HSD shall obtain a court order prior to starting a trial home visit. No later than the time the
request is presented to the court and at least three (3) court days before the trial home visit is
to begin, HSD shall give notice to all counsel and-sgfifresented parties of the request. The
request shall include the date the trial home visit is to begin. Said notice shall not be less than
three (3) court days before the trial home visit is to begin.

B. A trial home visit shall not commence prior to the passage of three (3) court days after notice
of the date the visit is scheduled to begin unless agreed to by all parties and approved by the
court.

C. All parties shall have the opportunity during tensuing three (3) court days to object to the
start of the trial home visit. If no objection is received, the court will review the proposed
order for approval. With the courtdés approv
the three (3) aurt day period.

D. If any party objects, said objection shall be made orally or in writingagte to the court by
4:00 p.m. of the third court day, with oral notification of the objection to the social worker
and all other parties. Upon receiptofanar t y6s objection to the t
of the court shall set the matter on the next Master Caldndaetting a hearing. The
objecting party shall give oral or written notice of the scheduled hearing to all other parties.

E. The minor(s) shall remain in the current placement or other appropriate foster care pending
the hearing. In no event shdietminor(s) be placed with the party(ies) who are the subject
of the trial home visit until the court has ruled on the matter.

F. If the court has previously approved a trial home visit, the social worker shall obtain a 90 day
review date from the juvemldependency clerk and notify all parties of the commencement
of the trial home visit and review hearing date.

(Revisedl/1/2007)

10.27 EXIT CUSTODY ORDERS (DependencyProceedings)

A. At least thirty (30) days prior to a review hie@ at which dismissal will be recommended,
the social worker shal/l notify the parentso
child that the HSD will be recommending dismissal of the action and that an exit custody
order will be required.The worker will provide counsel and seffpresented parties with
information regarding visitation and case status to assist in formulating a custody order.
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B. At least three (3) weeks prior to the review hearing, counsel for the parents, or the parents
where selrepresented, and counsel for the child are encouraged to meet and confer to
negotiate an exit custody order. It is not necessary that an HSD representative appear at the
conference if the minor is represented by counsel. If agreement is reachied i's par e
counsel s joint responsibility to prepare &
proposed order on Judicial Council form Cust@yler JuvenileJV-200 at least three (3)
court days prior to theeview hearing.

C. If the terms of the exit custody order are in dispute, counsel and the parents are encouraged
to meet in an informal settlement conference and/or mediation prior to the review hearing.
A mediation date can be reserved by contactamgify Court Serviceat (707) 5216800.

D. To confirm a mediation date, the parties must submit Sonoma County local form Family Court
ServicesMediation Referral Order (JUMLO21 or JUW102.2) for court approval. The
submitting party will serve the order on Family Court Services, HSD, and all counsel and self
represented litigants.

E. If the parties are not able to reach agreement prior to the review hearinghaatimng, the
matter shall be set on the first available master calendar following the previously reserved
mediation date. A settlement conference generally will not be required if there has been a
settlement conference or Family Court Servitesliation session regarding the exit custody

orders.
F. The partiesdéd willingness and ability to wor
one factor the court considers in making custody orders followingamysted hearing on
the issue.
(Revisedl/1/2007)

10.28 15DAY REPORTS (DependencyProceedings)

A. The 15day reviews required to be submitted to the court by HSD pursuant to W&I section
367 and CRC, rule 5.695(]) shall be filedthve 15th day after disposition. The filed report
shall contain a detailed summary of the efforts put forth by the social worker to place the
minor. The second report filed with the court on the 30th day after disposition shall contain

the following:

1. A listing of all prospective placements contacted;

2. The date of submission of each application for admission to the respective placement
facilities;

3. The results, if any, of each application and the dates of receipt of notification of said
results;

4. The names of any further placements to which applications are contemplated and the

prospective date that the application(s) will be made;

5. A report of personal contact with the minor to apprise him or her of the progress of
the placement processanch e mi nor 6 s st atement regardi.l
the minor;
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6. Any specific incidents of physical or mental healtblated problems or behavioral
issues encountered by the minor while awaiting placement.

B. This pattern shall continue eachd#ys. The listed requirements shall be part of the3&0
, 120day, etc., report documenting activities during the precedirdpg0nterval.
(Revisedl/1/2007)

10.29 BONDING STUDY (DependencyProceedings)

A. Any party to a dependency case may request that the court consider the appointment of an
expert to prepare a bonding study for the court and/or the requesting party.

B. A request for a bonding study must be made in writing and must be filed with ttienoou
|l ater than thirty (30) cal endar days foll
reunification services and setting a hearing pursuant to section W&I section 366.26. The
request must demonstrate that there is good cause for ordering a b&indingvhich shall
include at a minimum the following:

1. A declaration by the requesting party setting forth the factual basis of the alleged bond
bet ween parent and child(ren), including
visitation over tle previous six months; and

2. A declaration by a service provider or professional demonstrating personal
knowledge of and stating facts that indicate there is a bond between the parent(s) and
the child(ren), as wel |l a gre andhextentiacf thed ar an't
contact between the parent and child(ren) during the previous six months. In the
alternative, the attorney for the requesting party or therspiesented requesting
party may submit a declaration regarding his/her unsuccessfutseffoobtain a
declaration from a professional and attach/summarize visitation notes that in the
attorneyobés or partyds view demonstrate
bond between the parent(s) and child(ren).

C. If a prima facia showingsimade, the matter will be set for a hearing in not less than twenty
(20) days, to allow time for the filing of any opposition. Once a court date is assigned, the
papers are to be served on all parties by the moving party.

D. If any party opposes the neggst for a bonding study or wishes to request an expansion of the
study to include an evaluation of the bond between the child(ren) and the current caregiver(s)
and/or between the children themselves, responsive pleadings must be filed with the court and
served on all parties at least three (3) court days before the date of héRewniged 1/1/2007)

10.30 PRISONER TRANSPORT ORDERS(DependencyProceedings)

I't is the responsibility of anwithhmsoreherclientaatheed pat
earliest opportunity prior to each hearing and to advise the parent of his or her rights and prior to each
hearing at which the client has a right to appear, 1.) it is the responsibility of the attorney to arrange

for the tansportation of the client to appear at the hearings and/or 2.) obtain a waiver from the client.

For a client who is in custody in the Sonoma County Jail, including the North County Detention
Facility, counsel shall follow the procedure set forth in #atien below. For a client who is in custody

out of county, in state prison or declared mentally incompetent as set forth in Penal Code section 2625,
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counsel shall utilize Judicial Counc Affectifigor m Or
Prisoners Parental Rights -0 and follow the procedure set forth below.

A. For Parents in Custodyin the Sonoma County Jail

Five (5) days prior to the scheduled hearing, confirm with the juvenile court clerk that notice
hasbeen given to the Sheriffbés Department t ha

B. For Parents in CustodyOut of County or in State Prison
1. At least, three (3) weeks prior to the scheduled hearing date, submit to the court
Judicial Com c i | form Order for Pr i #ftectiegr 6 s Ap

Prisoners Parental Rights @0), and Declaratiom Support of the Order (Penal
Code 82625, subd. (d)).

The Declaratiorand JudicialCouncil form J\¥450 shall contain the following:

a. An identification of the specific type of hearing at which the incarcerated
parentpart yés attendance is requested; a
b. A recitation of facts that demonstrate good cause for the attendance of the

incarcerated paresgarty, unless the hearing is a dispositional hearing or a
hearing to terminate parental rights.

2. When counsel obtains the certified copies of the order and the enditedaabpy of
the declaration, counsel must then present foutifieercopies of the order to the
Criminal Division of the Sonoma County Superior Court, with the request that three
(3) certified copies be date/time stamped and placed in the Transport Order box, and
that the other copy be date/time sgead and returned to counsel for his/her files. The
fifth certified copy shall be served on the facility where the parent is incarcerated.

C. Orders to Produce Incarcerated Partiesn DependencyCases

Therequesting party shall complete a proof of service indicating delivery of three (3) certified
copies of the order to the Crimin@lvision of the Superior Court (for the Transport Order
box), the facility where the parent is incarcerated all parties, and file the proof of service
with the juvenile court.

D. Waiver of Attendance

If the parent does not wish to attend the hearing, the proper waiver form must be completed
and filed with the court . toobtdinthe waiverfromehet 6 s ¢
parent and/or facility and file it prior to the hearingevisedl/1/2007)

10.31 REQUESTS FOR TRANSCRIPTS

A party requesting a reporterdés transcript sha
matter in question(Eff. 1/1/14)

10.32 ACCESS TO COURTROOM BY NON-PARTIES
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10.33

Unless specifically permitted by statute, juvenile court proceedings are confidential and shall not be
open to the general public.

The court encourages interested persons inujutiainees and students to attend juvenile proceedings
in order better to understand the workings of the juvenile court. The court retains the discretion to
determine in each case whether any such interested party may attend court sessions.

The court oiits agent shall remind each such #aarty that the names of parties and/or identifying
information from any case are confidential and shall not be repeated to anyone outside the court. Any
such person may be required to sign an acknowledgment and agteetating to their observation

of court proceedinggEff. 1/1/14)

NOTICE AND REQUEST TO ATTEND COURT PROCEEDINGS (Delinqguency

10.34

Proceedings)

A. Confidential Proceedings: In all non W&I Code section 676(a) delinquency cases, permission
to attend he court proceedings is in the discretion of the judicial officer presiding over the
matter. A written request seeking permission to attend confidential proceedings must be filed
with the juvenile clerk.

B. The request must be filed with the juvenilerklby (a) 10:00 a.m. the day of the hearing for
cases that are calendared for the afternoon session; or (b) 4:00 p.m. the business day before
the hearing for cases that are calendared for the morning s€gsiof/1/14)

REQUEST FOR COMPUTER ACCESS TO JUVENILE CASE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

10.35

In an effort to maintain confidentiality requirements with regard to juvenile matters, access to
juvenile case information via the automated case management system will be limited. Requests for
computeraccess to the Juvenitase Management System by criminal justice and law enforcement
agencies are to be submitted to the juvenile court judicial officer for approval, with a copy submitted
to the juvenile court division manag¢gff. 1/1/14)

USE OF CAMERAS OR RECORDING EQUIPMENT (DependencyProceedings)

10.36

Pursuant to CRC, rule 1.150(e)(6)(B), the judicial officer presiding over any dependency matter
shall not have discretion to permit camerasegprding equipment in the dependency courtroom.
(Revised1/1/2007)

FOREIGN CONSULATES (DependencyProceedings)

Whenever there is reason to believe that a child appearing before the juvenile court is a foreign
national, HSD mayrmally disclose to the foreign consulate the following information about each child
and parent: address, telephone number, date of birth and the reason the child was brought into
protective custody. (Résed1/1/2007)
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10.37 APPEARANCE BY TELEPHONE (Dependecy Proceedings)

A.

General Provisions

A party in a dependency proceeding may request permission to appear by telephone in any
hearing or conference. The court shall ensure that the appearance of one or more of the parties
by telephone does not result in prejudice to the parties appearing in person. The court will
disfavor any request for a parent who is physically able to appear in court and lives within the
State of California.

Reguests
A request for appearance by w@@ne shall be made by letter or other ex parte application at

least five (5) court days before the hearing. The request shall be submitted to the court with
copies served on all parties.

Opposition

Opposition to the request for appearance by telephone may be made to the court at least three
(3) court days before the hearing with copies served on all parties.

Court Order and Ruling

The court will rule on the request for telephone appearaneasittwo (2) court days before
the hearing and issue a written order that will be served on all parties.
(Effective 1/1/2007)

10.38 COURT APPOINTED COUNSEL COMPENSATION (602 and 300)

RULE 11

111

Court appointed counsel shall be compensated by the court:

In appopriate cases extraordinary costs and expenses, including expert witness fees and investigation
costs, shall be allowed provided that prior approval is obtained from the judicial officer. Ex parte
petitions may be made in camera if authed by law. Normal overhead costs are not considered
allowable expenses for reimbursement. These include telephone costs, office copying costs, certified
mail, etc.

(Effective 1/1/2007)

RULES APPLICABLE TO APPELLATE DIVISION PROCEEDINGS

LIMITED CIVIL CASES

A.

B.

Pursuant to California Rule of Court 8.833, the original trial court file will be used instead
of a c| er KO sepatate earedile shallpe created for the purpose of the appeal.

Under California Rules of Court, Rule 8.835 (c), in a civil limited appeal, the parties, by a
filed written stipulation or on order of the trial court under California Rules of Court, Rule
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8.837 (d)(6), may designate the original of an official electoorecording of the trial court
proceedings, or a copy of the electronic recording made by the court, as the record of the
or al proceedings, without being transcribed
statement.

C. This rule does notelieve appellant of his/her duty under Gatifia Rules of Court, Rule

8.83], to serve and file a notice designating the papers or records on file or lodged with the
clerk, including the clerko6s minutesitsand ar
either admitted in evidence or rejected, and any notices, affidavits, orders, and written
instructions given or refused, upon which he/she intends to base the appeal. Nor does this
rule preclude respondent from serving and filing a notice designatingjant to California

Rules of Court, Rule 8.832(b), additional p:
written opinion of the trial court, and exhibits either admitted in evidence or rejected, and any
notices, affidavits, orders, and weit instructions given or refused which he/she wishes to

have considered by the appellate division.

D. The clerk's charges, under California Rules of Court, Rule 8.833(b) shall be a flat rate
published in the fee schedule under the appeals section. Téléaapphall deposit with the
clerk, at the time of the filing of the notice, the amount of the charges as shown in the Court's
fee schedule or file concurrently an Application for Waiver of Court Feab Costs
accompanied by an Order on Ajmaltion for Waiver of Court Fees and Costs, unless the filing
party has already obtained, within six months preceding, an Order on Application for Waiver
of Court Fees and Costs which includes a waiver pursuant to California Rules of Court, rule
3.50, et 8q. If the appellant fails to deposit the necessary fees or to file a request for waiver
of the fees the clerk must promptly notify the appellant in writing that the appeal will be
dismissed unless, within 15 days after the notice is sent the appeitent (&) makes the
deposit; or (B) files an application for a waiver under rule 3.50, et seq. The respondent's
notice need not be accompanied by a deposit.

E. Within ten (10) calendar days of the filing of the notice(s) designating the record, the cler
shall arrange the entire original limited civil case file in chronological order, number the
pages, and attach a chronological index and a list of attorneys of record indicating the parties
they represent. The clerk shall send copies of the index twsebaf record for each party
and to each unrepresented party for use in paginating their files in accordance with the
chronol ogi cal i ndex. If no notice to prepa
California Rules of Court, Rule 8.831(b), the clerk shall forthwith notify the parties of the
briefing schedul e. I f a notice to prepare
wait until that transcript has been filed before setting the case for briefing and notifying the
pat i es t hereof . Upon receipt of briefs, or
closing briefs, the clerk shall set the appeal for hearing and notify all parties of the hearing
date and location.

F. This rule shall not be deemed to precludeet parti esd rights to proc:
Rules of Court, Rule 8.836 or 8.837.

G. Pursuant to CRC 8.834(d)(1) all certified shorthand court reporters transcribing misdemeanor
and limited civil matters for appeal pursuant to CRC 8.834 shathatically be grantred a

30 day extension. All transcripts where a defendant appeals from a Judgement of conviction
shall be due within 50 days after the filing of the Notice of App@&f. 1/1/1997; Rev.
7/1/2003, 1/1/20077/1/2008, 7/1/201,11/1/15 1/1/2017%
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11.2 MISDEMEANOR CRIMINAL CASES

A. Pursuant taCalifornia Rule of Court 8.863, the original trial court file will be used instead
of a clerk's transcript. No separate case file shall be created for the purpose of the appeal.

B. Under California Rules of Court, Rule 8.868 (c), in a misdemeanor appeal, the parties, by a
filed written stipulation or on order of the trial court under California Rules of Court, Rule
8.869 ()(6), may designate the original of an official electramicording of the trial court
proceedings, or a copy of the electronic recording made by the court, as the record of the
or al proceedings, without being transcribed
statement.

C. Within twenty (20) caéndar days of the filing of the notice of appeal, the clerk shall arrange
the entire original criminal case file in chronological order, number the pages, and attach a
chronological index and a list of attorneys of record indicating the parties theyergpres
The clerk shall send copies of the index to counsel of record for each party and to each
unrepresented party for use in paginating their files in accordance with the chronological
index. Counsefor the parties may request in writititat the clerk's office make copies of
specified portions of the file. Counsel sha
of fice for this purpose. Counsel wild]l be no
documents are ready for pickup by neal.

D. Upon written request, the clerk's office will provide to counsel for the parties a print out of
the complete computer generated docket for the case on appeal.

E. Neither the Public Defendgrs Of fi ce nor private defense co
represent an indigent defendant will be charged any costs or fees for copies of documents
provided by the clerkds office pumdgantant t o
parties ad all counsel for nofindigent parties shall be required to pay all costs and fees for
documents provided by the clerkbds office pu
time of placing the order for the documents.

F. Pursuant to California Rule of Court, rule 8.864, the appellant must notify the trial court
whether he or she elects to proceed with or without a record of the oral proceedings in the
trial court, and must specify which form of the record of oral procgedippellant elects to
use. If appellant elects to proceed with a statement on appeal, appellant must follow the
rules set forth in California Rules of Court, rule 8.869 for obtaining a settled statement.

G. Once the record is complete and filed, tleglckhall notify the parties of the briefing schedule.
Upon receipt of the briefs, or the expiration of time to file respondent's and/or closing briefs,
the clerk shall set the appeal for hearing and notify all parties of the hdatengnd location.

(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 1/1/2000, 1/1/2007, 7/1/2008,/201% 1/1/19

11.3 TRAFFIC CASES

A. Upon filing of a Notice of Appeal in a traffic case, or an infraction handled by the traffic
division of this court, the traffic department will construct a casddil@ise in the appeal. This
file will consist of the original citation, minutes from the hearing, all correspondence and any
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other documents available. Pursuant to California Rule of Court 8.914, this trial court file will
be used instead of a clerk's tsaript.

B. Traffic and infraction cases generally do not have a court reporter present, nor is electronic
recording generally employed. Pursuant to California Rule of Court 8.915, appellant must notify
the court of an election to proceed watlstatement on appeal. If, pursuant to Rule 9.915,
appellant elects to proceed with a statement on appeal, appellant must follow the rules set forth
in Rule 8.916 for preparing/settling the statemdhthe traffic or infraction case was recorded
electranically, then under California Rules of Court, rule 8.915(a)(2), the parties may, by a filed
written stipulation or on order of the trial court under California Rule of Court, rule 8.916(d)(6),
designate the original of an official electronic recordingheftrial court proceedings, or a copy
of the electronic recording made by the court, as the record of the oral proceedings, without
being transcribed, and in |Iieu of a Reportero

C. Traffic and infraction casegenerally do not have a court reporter present, nor is electronic
recording currently employed. Pursuant to California Rule of Court 8.915, appellant must notify
the court of an election to proceed with a statement on appeal. If, pursuant to Rylefgpgiant
elects to proceed with a statement on appeal, appellant must follow the rules set forth in Rule
8.916 for preparing/settling the statement.

D. Within twenty (20) calendar days of the filing of the notice of appeal, the constructed file will be
aranged in chronological order with the pages numbered. A chronological index and a list of
attorneys of record indicating the parties they represent will be prepared and included in the file.

E. Within ten (10) calendar days after certification of the statet on appeal, a complete copy of
this file, including the chronological index and attorney listing will be sent to all parties to the
case and the file will be transferred to the appellate division forthwith for processing.

F. Upon receipt of the record of appeal, the appellate clerk shall notify the parties of the briefing
schedule. Upon receipt of briefs, or the expiration of time to file respondent's and/or closing
briefs, the clerk shall set the appeal for hearing andynaliiparties of the hearing date and
location.(Effective 7/1/2011; rev. 1/1/15)

11.4 BRIEFS

A. All briefs filed with the Appellate Divisiorshall be accompanied liree addional
copies (this includes a service copy for thaltjudge) (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 1/1/99,
7/1/2008; Renumbered 7/1/200formerly Rule 11.3; Rev. 1/1/2013)

B. In the event appellate counsel files an opening brief pursuant to People v. Wende (1979)
25 Cal.3d 436, the cover sheet of the brief sttalle explicitly: "BRIEF SUBMITTED
ON BEHALF OF APPELLANT IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROCEDURES
OUTLINED IN PEOPLE V. WENDE (1979) 25 CAL.3d 436" or words substantially to
that effect. Cases in which appellant has filed a Wende brief shall be placed on calendar,
but no oral argument shall occur without the approval of the presiding judge of the
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Appellate Division The District Attorneyshall not submit a response to a Wende brief
unless directed to do so by tbaurt. If oral argument is requested by the court, all parties
will be so notified (Eff. 1/1/2013

11.5 ORAL ARGUMENT

A. Oral Argument

1. Not later than twenty calendar days prior to the date set for oral argument,
the parties may file and serve a Metof Waiver of Oral Argument.

2. If both parties file a Waiver of Oral Argument, the matter idldeemed

submitted on the briefs on the date set for argument, unless the court requests
oral argument and notifies the parties of the req(Eft.1/1/2013)

11.6 PETITIONS FOR WRITS OF MANDATE AND PROHIBITION

A. Filing
1. All Petitions for Writsof Mandateor Prohibitiondirected to the Appellate Division
of the Superior Court shall be presented, plus three copies, in person, to the chambers
of the Prsiding Judge of the Superior Court.

2. All subsequent pleadings, plus three copies, shall be filed in the
Civil Clerks Office.

B. Stay Requested

When a stay of proceedings is requested by a petition for Writ of Prohiaittor Mandate

the circumstances necessitating the stay and its urgency shall be explained in the petition and
the request (ASTAY REQUESTEDO) shall be pro
The cover of the petition ust also identify the nature and date of the proceeding or act for
which the stay is requested. The department and the name of the judge whose order the
petition seeks to stay must also appear on the cover of the petition or at the beginning of the
text.

C. Proposed Order(s)

Petitioner shall present proposed orders concurrently with the
petition.

D. Identification of Underlying Case or Cases

The petition shall include a reference to the underlying or related case(s)
in thecaption.
(Effective 1/1/2012)

Pagel26



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

11.7 PETITIONS FOR WRITS OF SUPERSEDEAS

A. Filing

1. All Petitions for Writsof Supersedeas directed to the Appellate Divisibtine
Superior Court shall be presented, plus three copies, in person, to the chambers
of the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court.

2. All subsequent pleadings, plus three ¢
Office.

B. Proposed Order(s)
C. Petitioner kall present all proposed orders concurrently with the submission of the
petition. (Eff. 1/1/2013.
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RULE 12 SUPERIOR COURT COMMISSIONER

12.1

APPOINTMENT

12.2

Pursuant toGovernment Code 871622, the judges of the Superior Court, by majority vote, shall
appoint a Superior Court commissioner. Any commissioner so appointed shall possess the
qualifications set forth in California Rules of Court, rule 10.701, shall hold ddfitkee pleasure of

the Superior Court, and shall not engage in the private practice of law except as authorized by
California Rules of Court, rule 10.70Zf{. 1/1/1997;Rev. 7/1/20061/1/07)

GENERAL AUTHORITY

12.3

The court commissioner shall perfothe duties and shall have the powers prescribed by Section 22
of Article VI of the California Constitution, Code of Civil Procedure 825&mily Code § 425Jand
Government Code sections 71622 and 72190.

The Presiding Judge shall assign to the commissismeh matters as the needs of the court may
require. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2006,1/2014)

ASSIGNMENTS AS TEMPORARY JUDGE

Unless otherwise expressly specified, the commissioner, without further order of the court, shall act
as a temporary judgeith respect to any and all actions, causes or proceedings whether civil,
criminal or juvenile in nature and whether regularly or specially assigned to the commissioner or to
the department in which the commissioner is sitting. Such duties and powede jratit are not

limited to, the following:

A. Conduct the trial or hearing of assigned actions, causes and proceedings, whether or not
contested.
B. Hear and determine preliminary matters, including motions, demurrers and other applications

on thecivil and criminal law and motion calendars.

C. Approve and issue orders to show cause, temporary restraining orders and other temporary
orders and orders shortening time.

D. Hear and determine ex parte motions for orders, alternative writs and writbads corpus.
E. Appoint appraisers in family law matters.
F. Take and approve bonds and undertakings and determine objections to the bonds or

undertakings.

G. Conduct settlement conferences in civil cases and make orders, including sanctionsgin resp
to such conferences.

H. Administer oaths and affirmations, and takes depositions, affidavits and declarations,
including the examination of judgment debtors.

l. Set bail and approve and order releases on one's own recognizance.

Pagel29



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

J. Review orders angudgments in default and uncontested dissolution, nullity, and legal
separation cases for the commissioneraos app

K. Hear actions to establish paternity and to establish or enforce child and spousal support
pursuant to subdision (a) of Section 4251 of the Family Code.

L. Otherwise exercise the powers, duties and functions of a Superior Court judge.
(Eff. 1/1/1997;Rev. 7/1/20067/1/201)

12.4 DUTIES AS COMMISSIONER

If unable to act as a temporary judge in amgtter, the commissioner is authorized to perform the
following functions without further order or assignment:

A. Serve as a juvenile court referee.
B. Act as a probate commissioner.
C. Take evidence and make and report findings thereon as to any ofatiet upon which

information may be required by the court pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure §259(b).

D. Take evidence and make and report findings and conclusions thereon to the court for approval,
rejection or change on preliminary matters, inclgdimnvithout limitation: Motions or
applications for the temporary custody or support of children or for temporary spousal
support, costs and attorneys' fees in family law cases and proceedings; and issues of fact in
contempt proceedings in cases for leggparation, nullity or dissolution of marriage (family
law cases).

E. Take evidence and determine all uncontested or default actions and proceedings other than
actions for legal separations, nullity or dissolution of marriage.

F. Otherwise exercise theopvers and duties of a court commissioner or referee authorized by
law. (Eff. 1/1/1997)
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RULE 13 RULES APPLICABLE TO TRIAL JURY SERVICE

13.1

COURT POLICY GOVERNING GRANTING OF EXCUSES

13.2

Pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure 8204, the followingcyadind principles are hereby adopted for
the governing the granting of excuses from jury service on grounds of undue hardship:

A. No class or category of persons should be automatically excluded from jury duty except as
provided by law.

B. A statutory exemption from jury service should be granted only when the eligible person
claims it.

C. Postponing jury service should be preferred to excusing a prospective juror for a temporary
or marginal hardship.

D. Inconvenience to a prospective jumsran employer is not an adequate reason to be excused
from jury duty, although it may be considered a ground for defeE#l.1/1/1997; Rev.
1/1/1998 1/1/2007)

DUTY OF CITIZENSHIP

13.3

Jury service, unless excused by law, is an obligation aeaghip. The court and its staff shall
employ all necessary and appropriate means to assure that citizens fulfill this important civic
responsibility. Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/1998)

JURORS TO BE SELECTED AT RANDOM

13.4

It is the policy of the Superior dlirt that all persons selected for jury service shall be selected at
random from the population of the area served by the Court; and that all qualified persons have an
equal opportunity to be considered for jury service in the State and an obligationet@sgurors

when summoned for that purpose. This rule shall apply to the selection of jurors, and the formation
of trial juries, for both civil and criminal cases, in all trial cour&ff.(1/1/1997; Rev1/1/1998)

DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED IN SE LECTING JURORS

13.5

No eligible person shall be exempt from service as a trial juror by reason of occupation, race, color,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, or economic status, or for any other reason. No
person shall be excused from seevas a trial juror except as specified in California Rules of Court,
Standards of Judicial Administration, Section 2.1@0@8 2.1009 (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev.1/1/1998
1/1/2007 7/1/2008 1/1/202)

SOURCE LISTS OF JURORS

All persons selected for jury service shall be selected at random from sources inclusive of a
representative cross section of the population of the area served by the court. The list of registered
voters and the Department of Motor Vehicles' list of Igshdrivers and identification cardholders
resident within the area served by the court shall be considered appropriate source lists for the
selection of jurors. These two source lists, when substantially purged of duplicate names, shall be
considered inasive of a representative cross section of the population.
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13.6

The list provided by the Department of Motor Vehicles shall contain the names, addresses and other
identifying information of persons residing in Sonoma County who are age 18 or older and who are
holders of a current driver's license or identification cdtéf. (/1/1997; Rev1/1/1998)

COMPILATION OF MASTER JURY LIST

13.7

Random selection shall be utilized in creating master and qualified juror lists, commencing with
selection from source listand continuing through selection of prospective jurors for voir dire.

The jury commissioner shall, at least once in eacimd@th period, randomly select hames of
prospective trial jurors from the source lists, to create a master list.

The master jurist shall be used by the jury commissioner for the purpose of summoning prospective
jurors to respond or appear for qualification and servie#. {/1/1997; Rev7/1/2000)

QUALIFIED JURORS

All persons are eligible and qualified to pespective trial jurors, except the following:

A. Persons who are not citizens of the United States.

B. Persons who are less than 18 years of age.

C. Persons who are not domiciliaries of the State of California.

D. Persons who are not residents ofjtivésdiction wherein they are summoned to serve.

E. Persons who have been convicted of malfeasance in office or a felony, and whose civil rights

have not been restored.

F. Persons who are not possessed of sufficient knowledge of the English language, provided that
no person shall be deemed incompetent solely because of a loss of sight or hearing in any
degree or other disability which impedes the person's ability to comateimicwhich impairs
or interferes with the person's mobility.

G. Persons who are serving as grand or trial jurors in any court of this state.

H. Persons who are the subject of conservatorship.

l. Peace officer as defined in 8830.1 and §830.2 sedjonf the Penal Code.

J. Persons who are incarcerated in prison or jail.

K. Persons on felony parole, pastease supervision, felony probation or felony mandated
supervision.

L. Persons required to register as a sex offender under Penal Code 282 ti@sed on a

felony conviction.

Pagel32



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

No person shall be excluded from eligibility for jury service in Sonoma County, for any reason other
than those reasons provided by this rult. (1/1/1997; Rev1/1/2005 1/1/202)

13.8 REQUESTS TO BE EXCUSED

A. Medical Reasons

A prospective juror who has a physical or mental disability or impairment, not affecting that
person's competence to act as a juror, but which may expose the potential juror to undue risk
of mental or physical harm, may request and betgdaan excuse from jury service. Except
where the person is age 70 years or older, the prospective juror may be required to place such
a request in writing and support the request with a physician's statement verifying the
disability or impairment, its bable duration, and the particular reasons for the person's
inability to serve as a juror.

B. Lack of Available Transportation, Excessive Travel Distance

A prospective juror who lacks reasonably available means of public or private transportation
to thecourt may request and be granted an excuse from jury service for one year.

A prospective juror who must travel an excessive distance, defined as reasonable travel time
that exceeds one and ehalf hours from the prospective juror's home to the court; ma
request and be granted an excuse from jury service.

C. Prior Jury Service

A prospective juror who has served on a grand or trial jury or was summoned and appeared
for jury service in any state or federal court duringmmmediately preceding 12 months, may
request and be granted an excuse from jury service for one year.

D. Undue Hardship

A prospective juror who requests to be excused on the ground of undue hardship upon
themselves, or upon the public, as defined bydtiicial Council, or upon a finding by the
court as defined in Code of Civil Procedure §204(b), may be granted an excuse from jury
service by a judicial officer.

One form of undue hardship may be an extreme financial burden to the prospective juror. In
determining whether to excuse a prospective juror for this reason, consideration must be given
to the sources of the prospective jurorés
income reimbursement, the expected length of the service, and whegthes san reasonably

be expected to compromise the prospective |
or her dependents, or so disrupt the economic stability of any individual as to be against the
interests of justice.

Another form of undu&ardship may be undue risk of material injury to or destruction of the
prospective jurordéds property or property en
feasibility to make alternative arrangements to alleviate the risk, including a consitefati

(A) the nature of the property; (B) the source and duration of the risk; (C) the probability that

the risk will be realized; (D) the reason alternative arrangements to protect the property cannot
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be made; and (E) whether material injury to or deitn®f the property will so disrupt the
economic stability of any individual as to be against the interests of justice.

Another form of undue hardship may be that
needed for the protection of the publicalib and safety, and it is not feasible to make
alternative arrangements to relieve the person of those responsibilities during the period of
service as a juror without substantially reducing essential public services.

E. Excuse Request inVriting

All requests to be excused from jury service that are granted for undue hardship should be in
writing from the prospective juror, reduced to writing, or placed on the court's record. The
prospective juror may be required to support the requébtfacts specifying the hardship

and a statement why the circumstances constituting the undue hardship cannot be avoided by
deferring the prospective juror's service.

F. Person Care

Jury Service may excuse a prospective juror ifdreshe has a personal obligation to provide
actual and necessary care to another, including sick, aged, or infirm dependents, and no
comparable substitute care is either available or practical without imposing an undue
economic hardship on the prospectueor or person cared for. If the request to be excused

is based on care provided to a sick, disabled, or infirm person, the prospective juror may be
required to furnish verification or a method of verification that the person being cared for is
in need éregular and personal care.

Jury Service may excuse prospective jurors for one year for person care if the juror has
children under the age of 5 years. A docto
supervised care of amimediate family member when an excuse is requested. This does not
exempt business owners who provide child or person c&#. 1(1/1997; Rev1/1/2001

7/1/2008)

13.9 POSTPONEMENT OF JURY SERVICE

Upon receiving a summons for jury duty, a prospedtiver may request a postponement of jury
service. A maximum of two postponements may be granted within a 12 month period.

A postponement of jury service shall be available under most circumstances, including but not limited
to: operators of small busiress; employees of one or tyerson offices; persons obligated to
provide necessary care to another; individuals unable to serve due to peak periods of employment;
persons with scheduled vacations or preplanned absences from the county; and the mbtkasbf a
feeding child (CCP 210.5).

In considering a request for postponement of jury service, the Jury Commissiaffiee may require
verification of the reasons provided by the prospective juidf. {/1/1997; Revl/1/2005)

1310 FAILURE TO APPEAR FOR JURY DUTY WHEN SUMMONED
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13.11

Any prospective trial juror who has been summoned for service, and fails to attend upon the court as
directed or to respond to the court or jury commissioner may be attached and compelled to attend; and
following an order to show cause hearing, the court may find the prospective juror in contempt of
court, punishable by fine, incarceration, or both, as otherwise provided byEfiwl/(/1997; Rev.
7/1/2000)

PERIOD OF SERVICE

13.12

The period of jury service in the County of Sonoma is the completion of one trial to a verdict as a trial
juror, or one appearance as a prospective juror, until excused or dismissed by the Court. Prospective
jurors shall remain "on call" during the oneeek period of service until asked to appear. If a
prospective juror is not required to appear for service during the week, they will be given credit for
service and taken out of the pool as if jury service was completed. Completion of service is for a
period of at least one year, before the juror may be summoned again. Prospective and sworn jurors

wi || be paid, the approved fee, for each dayéb
rei mbursed, at the appr ovaltehdanca.tAgovermner emplaygeisaf t er
not entitled to per diem pay for serving jury duty if they receive regular compensation and benefits
while performing jury service from their employer. A government employee is one who is employed

by federal, stategr a local government entity or by any other public entity such as the Regents of the
University of California, a county, a city, district, public authority, public agency, and any other
political subdivision or public corporation in the state (CCP 481).28®. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/2005)

CONTACT WITH TRIAL JURORS

13.13

Prior to discharging the jury from a case, the trial judge in a criminal action shall provide the notice
required by Code of Civil Procedure §237(b) and shall inform the jurors thahdleyan absolute

right to discuss or not to discuss the deliberation or verdict with anyone . The judge shall also inform
the jurors of the provisions set forth in Code of Civil Procedure §177.5.

Any violation of this section shall be considered a viotaof a lawful court order and shall be subject
to reasonable monetary sanctions in accordance with Code of Civil Procedure &ff.7151/1997;
Rev.7/1/2000)

RECORDS COMPILED AND MAINTAINED

13.14

All records and papers compiled wraintained by the jury commissioner in connection with the
selection or service of a juror shall be preserved for three years after the list used in their selection is
prepared or for any longer period ordered by the court or the jury commisskefifiet/1/1997; Rev.
7/1/200Q 7/1/2008)

PROSPECTIVE JURORS IN CIVIL CASES

If a panel is brought in for a specific civil case and the case is either settled or jury is waived while
jurors wait, all jury fees will be charged to the parties who requestelith Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev.
7/1/200Q 7/1/2008)
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RULE 14 RULE PROHIBITING SMOKING IN COURT FACILITIES

Smoking shall be prohibited in all public buildings, including all court areas, lalobgs, bathrooms,
courtrooms, jury deliberation rooms, jury assembly areas and within 20 feet of main entrances, exits and
operable windows of public buildings in accordance with Section 7597, Chapter 32, Division 7 of Title 1 of

the Government CodeEff. 1/1/1997 Rev.7/1/2007)
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RULE 15 RULES APPLICABLE TO CIVIL GRAND JURY SERVICE

A Grand Jury shall be impaneled annually pursuant to the applicable provisions of the Penal Code

In February of each year, the Sonoma County Courts shall actively seek and accept applications from
qualified citizens interested in serving on the Grand Jury for the ensuing fiscal yearJuéy30).

Those applicants applying for membership on the Grand Jury shall be persons qualified for such
selection under the provisions of the Penal Code and Code of Civil Procedure. The application shall
be made in writing and shall state the nanesidence address, supervisorial district and other

From the applications received, a minimum of fdite (45) candidates, shalklinvited to participate

in the interview phase of the process. The Presiding Judge shall designate judges to personally
interview the prospective grand jurors. Following the personal interviews, the Judges of the Sonoma
County Superior Court shall nonaitea minimum of thirty(30) finalists from which the new Grand

Jury shall be drawn. The list of finalists will be disseminated to all bench officers for review prior to

On or before the second Friday of each July, the Court shall meet en banc at the hour designated by
the Presiding Judge for the purpose of selecting the nineteen (19) grand juramsiaimdum offive
alternate grand jurors for the ensuingrye@ternates will be used, in the order drawn, to fill vacancies

15.1 COMBINED GRAND JURY

§888. Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/1998)
15.2 APPLICATION PROCESS

information required of grand juror applicantsff( 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/1998)
15.3 INTERVIEWS OF PROSPECTIVE GRAND JURORS

disclosure. Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/1998 7/1/19
154 IMPANELMENT OF THE GRAND JURY

which might occur during the yeaEff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/1998 7/1/15
15.5 ADDITIONAL TERM OF SERVICE

Pursuant to the provisions of Penal Code §901(b), the court may appoint "cérgyand jurors each
year, not previously so named, who consent to serve for a succeeding yearEftetitd/{997; Rev.
1/1/1998
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RULE 16 RULES APPLICABLE TO ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION (ADR )

16.1

POLICY STATEMENT

The formal litigation of legal claims and disputes is expensive and time consuiitiegoverall
results achieved by some or all of the parties are often unsatisfactueye are many alternatives to
formal court litigation which are less expensive, lesge consuming, and more beneficial to the
parties. It is therefore the firm policy and goal of this court to encourage the parties in all civil cases
to explore and pursue private dispute resolution by means of an Alternative Dispute
Resolutionprocess that is appropriate to the matter and at the earliest appropriat&fialé1/1997;

Rev. 1/1/2007}Eff. 1/1/2016)

RULE 17 APPLICATIONS FOR EX PARTE ORDERS

Initial Civil complaints or petitions shall be filed and first paper fees paid in the offices of the Sonoma
County Superior Court in the Hall of Justice at 600 Administration Drive, Santa Rosa, California,
prior to presenting any ex parte orders.

Except as otherwisepscifically provided by these rules, applications for ex parte orders shall be
presented as follows:

. CIVIL

17.1

17.2

Civil applications involving injunctive relief, extraordinary writs, provisional remedies and all other
civil orders including orders shorteg time (other than in family law matters) must be presented to
the Assigned Judge at the times and locations as designated except as posted at the courtroom and
on t he c o uittpt/fosomavadurts.da.goe/onliservices/calendars/ciyjlexcept as shown

in Rule 17.7 herein. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004; Rev. 1/1/2013)

UNLAWFUL DETAINER

17.3

All applications relating to unlawful detainer actions must be presented, erathah the designated
time and at the designated location, to the judge assigned as the Unlawful Detdgesby the
Supervising Judgef the Civil Division. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004)

CRIMIN AL

174

Applications involving criminal matters shall be presented to the assigned criminal judge (see Rule
8.9 herein). (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004, 1/1/2007)

JUVENILE

Applications involving juvenile court matters shall be presented tutemile court judge or
commissioner. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004)
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For family law matters, refer to Rule 9.3, Family LBvoceedings. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004)

Ex parteapplicationsnvolving probate matters shall be presented as described in Rule 6.2. (Eff.

If the judge to whom an application shdide presented under this rule is unavailable (i.e., not
physically present) or is disqualified, or in cases of emergency, the application may be presented to

17.5 FAMILY LAW
176  PROBATE
1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004; 1/1/2018)
17.7  UNAVAILABILITY OF ASSIGNED JUDGE
another judge. (Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2004; Rev/ 1/1/2013)
17.8 CIVIL PROTECTIVE ORDERS

Civil applications involving petitions for injunction prohibiting harassment, petitions of employers
for injunction prohibiting violence or threats of violence against employees, petitions for protective

orders to prevent elder or dependent adult abuse,etitiips for orders prohibiting abuse or

program misconduct relating to transitional housing must be presented at such ex parte calendar

times and locations as shall be designated by the SupervisingafutigeCivil Division andas

posted

at

t he

C o ur t rhttpd/sonomancourteca.goe/aniine t 6 s

website

services/calendars/ciyjlexcept as shown in Rule 17.7 herein. (Eff. 1/1/1997; R&y2004; Rev.

1/1/2013)
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RULE 18 RULES APPLICABLE TO FILING AND GENERAL PROCEDURE

This rule applies to all civil proceedings, including family law and probate.

18.1 PROCEEDINGS WITH A FEE WAIVER

A. AfReasonabl ed Copies Defined

Where the court has g rmnitidl feawaiger, thia qodrtynterpretaa p p | i «
Aireasonably necessaryeécopyingo (Cal. Rul es
papers that were (1) filed by that party, (2) served on that party, or (3) previously copied by

the clerk for that party, unleshe copies are for making reasonably necessary certified copies

B. Form Packets Not Included

Unless specifically grantdaly order of the courthe cosbf court formpackes is not

waivedFor ms may be downl|l oaded free of charge f
www.sonoma.courts.ca.ggiEff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/2003 1/1/2007 7/1/2008 1/1/2011,

7/1/2011, 7/1/201@

18.6 CONFORMING COPIES

The Sugrior Court Clerk will conform a maximum of two copies of any document at the time of
filing. Additional copies will be provided by photocopying and the standard Superior Court Clerk fee
for copies will be charged.Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev7/1/2003, 1/1/20117/1/201)

18.7 PREPAID, SELF-ADDRESSED ENVELOPES REQUIRED

A self-addressed envelope of sufficient size and with sufficient postage affixed is required for the
mailed return of copies of papers submitted for filiddternatively, conformed copies witle placed

in the Attorney Box # written in the top right corner of the first page of the €yies

submitted withoukither means of retuwill be placed in the will call box inthe | er k6s of fi ¢
will be discarded after thirty calendar day$Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev. 7/1/2001, 7/1/2003/1/2011,

7/1/201)

18.8 TIME AND DATE MUST BE SHOWN [Reinstated

When the date of the hearing for any motion, order to show cause, law and motion or probate matter
is known, all papers filed for consideration at the hearing shall contain the hearing date and time in
the caption of the case below the action numbBeiilure to comply with these rules may result in
documents not being before the Court at the time of the hearing.

(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev.7/1/2003, 1/1/2007; Repealed 1/1/2011; Reinstated 7/1/2015)

189 LOCAL FORMS

All local forms are available atthe c | er k 6 s ando ¢afi ibe edownloaded from
www.sonoma.courts.ca.gqkff. 1/1/1997; Rev7/1/2003, 1/1/2007,/1/2011, 7/1/2011; 7/1/35
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18.11 RESTRICTIONS ON OVER-THE-COUNTER FILINGS

Only the following types oflocumentswill be filed overthe-counter:

A. Pleadings

1. Initial documentssuch as ComplaintdPetitions, Appcations, limited to one per
cust omer , except as t o )PancalUnlawful Detaner C1 ai
Complaints.

2. Responsive PleadingsAnswers (including Disclaimers); General Denials,
Responses; Cros3omplaints Complaintsin-l nt er vent i on; and Def
(Small Claimg.

3. Peremptory Challenges pursuant to CCP §170.6

B. Calendaringdocumentgthosedocunentswhich meet the requirements of California Rules

of Court, Rule 3.1110(b), in that the date, time and location of the scheduled hearing and the
name of theassignedudge is specified on the first page of the paper immediately below the
case number].

C. Proofs of servicef summons in unlawful detainer actions

D. Requests for Entry of Default

E. Appellatedocumentsaind fees.

F. Judicial arbitration papers.

G. Proof of Service on any document which relatea hearing calendared within thirty (30)
days.

H. Orders signed by any judge or commissioner.

I Defaultjudgmens in unlawful detainer when presented in conjunction with the Request for
Entry of Default. (The Clerk will also issue Writsf Possessionn such judgments).

J. Writs of Attachment and Writs of Sale will be issued when submitted in conjunction with the
signed order for filing.

K. Initial jury fee deposits; fines; sanctions.

L One (1) Abstract of Judgment and one (1) Writ of Execution per day per party.

All other documentshall be left in theoutineprocessinp as k et , |l ocated in the

Office. For retun of a filed stamped copy, either a selfldressedtampedenvelope must be attached
tothedocument®r t he attorneyés box number must be wri
copy. If applicable, the corresponding court date shall also be written in the upper right hand corner

of each document.

Documentdeft in the routine processingoasket shall be stamped using the date/time clotken

| obby of t heThe&stamp shauld notbbsicurecary writing ondbeument Normally,
thedocumenshould be stamped on the back of the first page if it does not contain any .wifiting
does contain writing, theocumenshould be staped on the back of the last page provided it is blank.
If all pages contain writing on both sides, the face of any cover letter may be sténtipe is no
cover letter, the upper right hand corner of the first page afdbemenitself, should betamped.
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18.14

[Documentdeft in theroutinebasket will be processed within ten (10) court days as a general rule.
Documents equi r i ng a willugengrallgpsprosessgavathinuifteen (15) court days.]
(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev7/1/2004 1/1/2007 1/1/2011, 7/1/2011, 7/1/)2

PROCEDURE FOR BACKGROUND CHECKS

18.16

All requests for criminal or civil background information must be submitted in writing in person or
by mailand must include a list of names to be checked @dedlfessed, stamped envelope for return
of the results(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/2005 1/1/2011, 7/1/Q11, 7/1/14).

VOLUNTARY E -SERVICE

18.17

It shall be the policy of the Sonoma County Superiar€m encourage the use of voluntaryesvice

in connection with any proceedings before the Court. To facilitate this policy, the Court has approved
the use of a Stipulaticemd Order, a copy of which shall be published on the So@muaaty Superior
Court 6s wewvgsoriorea.countd.ca.giimdéx/php?v=forms/index. If the parties enter into

a Stipulation and Order which modifies in any material way the aforementioned form, a redline
version of the modified Stipulation and Ordmust be presented to the Court with the signed
Stipulation and Order so that all of the modifications are readily discernable. (Eff. 1/1R809
1/1/2011, 7/1/201)

FEE FOR RETRIEVING FILES FROM STORAGE

18.18

Pursuant to California Rules of Coltile No. 10.815 (b), where a member of the public requests to
review a Court file which must be retrieved from storage, the person requesting the file shall pay a fee
at the time the order is placed. The fee for file retrieval shall be $5.00 peerfiktrieval

Files retrieved from storage shall be held for two weeks following the date the person requesting the
file is notified that the file is available for viewind\fter thetwo-week period the filavill be

returned to storage-eespaid for the retrieval of files from storage are witefundable.

(Eff. 7/1/2009 Rev. 1/1/2011, 7/1/2011, 7/1)12

FEE FOR CREATION OF COMPACT DISC FROM ELECTRONIC RECORDING

18.19

A fee for creation of compact disc of a matter that has been Electronically Recorded (ER) is $25.00.
To order a copy contact the Archived Records Department locatedrm101J.(Eff. 7/1/2014
7/1/15)

APPOINTMENT OF ELISOR

A. Request for Order

A court order for the appointment of an elisor must be made by a Request for Order. The
Request for Order must include at least one (1) supporting declaration with a list of the exact
documents the elisor is being asked to sign. Theasiqnust be accompanied by a proposed
order.
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B. Mandatory Information in Supporting Declaration (s)

The supporting declaration(s) must include all of the following:

1. The title, date, page(s), and line(s) of the court order upon which the request to
appoint the elisor is based.

2. A description of the good faith efforts to meet and confer to resolve the issue
informally.

3. Specific facts establishing the nedsssf the appointment of an elisor, including
the reason, by a person with personal knowledge, why each document requires
the elisorés signatur e.

C. Mandatory Language in Proposed Order

The proposed order must include all of the following:

1. Designation of AThe Clerk of the Court o
order cannot state a name or title of a specific court employee.

2. The partydés name for whom the elisor is
sufficient description thatccurately identifiesazh document to be signed; &hd
capacity of the elisor who will be signing each document.

D. Mandatory Additional Requirements

1. Copies of all documents to be signed must be attached to the proposed order.

2. The original @cuments presented to the elisor for signing must be identical to
the copies of the documents attached to the proposed order.

E. Order Granted

1. I f the court grants the order, the party
an appointment for the actual signing of the documents.

2. If the elisor is signing documents that require notarization, the party must arrange
for a notary public to bpresent when the elisor signs the documents.
3. There is a $15 fee per signature pursuant to Government Code 70629.
(Effective 1/1/18)

18.20 ELECTR ONIC RECORDS

All documents filed in paper form with the Civil, Probaded Family LawClerks will be scanned
and entered into the Courtds case management s\
electronic record is the official record of the court.
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This rule shall not apply to court reporters' transcripts or toifspaions for electronic recordings
made as the official record of oral proceedings. These records shall be governed by the California
Rules of Court.This Rule shall not apply to original wills and codicils delivered to the clerk of the
court under Seatin 8200 of the Probatéode. Original wills and codicils shall be retained as
provided in Government Code Section 26810.

Unless electronically certified by the court, a trial court record available by electronic access is not
the officialrecord of the courtAdopted7/1/2017)

18.21 FORMAT OF DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED FOR FILING

Original documents presented to the clerk for filing shall be submitted without staples and shall not
be twaehole punched.

Exhibit attachments to pleadings shaldeparated by a standard 8 %2 x 11 sheet of paper with a title
identifying the sequence of the exhibit. No tabs shall be included in any original document
submitted for filing. (Adopted7/1/2017)

18.22 MANDATORY ELECTRONIC FILING

A. Subject to the exceptions in Local Rule 18.23, all represented parties, and other represented
persons, are required to electronically file documents pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure,
section 1010.6 and California Rules of Court, rule 2@5edor the following Case
Types/Categories:

1. All Civil Matters
2. All Probate Matters
3. All Family Law Matters (including Department of Child Support Services matters)

B. Self-represented parties, or other selpresented persons, are exempt from mandatory
electronic filing requirements pursuant to California Rule of Court, rule 2.253 subdivision
(b)(2). (Adopted 1/1/2020.)

18.23 LIMITATIONS ON ELECTRONIC FILINGS

Notwithstanding any other provision of law or these rules, the following items may not be electronically

filed:

A. Civil

Records and cases under seal;

Ex-parte applications/documents;

Bench Warrants;

Subpoenaed documents;

Labor Commissioner deposit of cashcheck;
Bonds; and

Undertakings.

NouosrwNDE

B. Probate:
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Affidavit re: Real Property of Small Value;

Bonds;

Financial Documents submitted by Private Professional Conservator;
Letters (probate, guardianship, conservatorship);

Subpoenaed documents;

Undertakings; and

Will/Codicils T originals for filing or safekeeping.

NogosrwdbE

C. Family Law:

1. Judgments
(Adopted 1/1/2020

18.24 ELECTRONIC FILING SERVICE PROVIDERS

Approved Electronic Filing Service Providers (I
www.sonomacourts.ca.gov. (Adopted 1/1/2020

18.25 ELECTRONIC FILING DATES AND TIMES

Documents may be electronically transmitted to the Court seven days a week, 24 hours a day. Any
document that is received electronically by the Court between 12:0@di1:59 p.m. on a court

day shall be deemed filed on that same court day. Any document that is received electronically on a
nortcourt day shall be deemed filed on the next court day. (Adopted 1/1/2020.)

18.26 ELECTRONICALLY FILED PROPOSED ORDERS AND ORDERS AFTER HEARING

A. Proposed Orders in Civil and Family Division Cases

1. Proposed orders (except in the case of ex parte or discovery motions, which shall include
proposed orders with their filing) may not be submitted with moving papers bdieagiag on
a regularlynoticed motion unless ordered by the Court or if otherwise required by applicable
statute or Rule of Court (such as motions to be relieved as counsel, petitions for compromise of
mi norsd cl ai ms, or der smnanyjudyhgntanotioris,pm kacvice evi de
applications, applications for writs of attachment, etc.).

2. If required to include a proposed order, or instructed to prepare a proposed order, or order after
hearing, orders shall be lodged with the court electrdgicaPDF format attached to Judicial
Council Form EF20. At the same time as the EG&) and the PDF proposed order are
lodged with the court electronically, a version of the proposed order in a fully editable word
processing format (preferably in MS \Widformat, and not PDF or PDF converted to a word
format) shall be submitted to the Court by electronic mail using an address identified on the
Courtodos website.

B. Proposed Orders in Probate Division Cases

1. Subject to any applicable exemptions, proposedrs submitted with moving papers before a
hearing on a reguladgoticed motion or orders after hearing shall be lodged with the court
electronically in PDF format attached to Judicial Council Form-BE& At the same time as
the EFS020 and the PDF pposed order are lodged with the court electronically, a version of
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the proposed order in an fully editable word processing format (preferably in MS Word format,
and not PDF or PDF converted to a word format) shall be submitted to the Court by electronic
mail wusing an address identified on the Court

2. Ifinstructed to prepare arder after a hearing, proposed orders after hearing shall be lodged
with the court electronically in PDF format attached to Judicial Council ForraO2BSAt the
same tine as the EF820 and the PDF proposed order are lodged with the court electronically,
a version of the proposed order in a fully editable word processing format (preferably in MS
Word format, and not PDF or PDF converted to a word format) shall be subtoittee Court
by electronic mail wusing an address identifie

18.27 ELECTRONIC SERVICE

Unless otherwise ordered by the Court, electronic service of electronically filed documents is
optional as provided in California Rules of Court, rules 2.251 and 2.253. (Adopted 1/1/2020.)

RULE 19 EXECUTIVE OFFICER -CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

19.1 EXECUTIVE OFFICER DUTIES

A majority of the Judges of the Sonoma County Superior Court may appoint an Executiveddfficer
the Superior Court pursuant to Government Code 868114.6 who shall also act as a Clerk of the Court.

A. Pursuant to Government Code 868114.6, the Sonoma County Superior Court transfers from
the County Clerk to the Court Executive Offiedirof the powers, duties and responsibilities
of the County Clerk which are related to, serveénopact the functions of the combined
Courts. The powers, duties and responsibilities transferred pursuant to this rule shall include
all of those performed by the County Clerk with respect to Court actions, proceedings and
records, including but notrtiited to:

1. The acceptance, processing and filing of papers in connection with any action or
proceeding before the court, including but not limited to those relating to the court's
original jurisdiction, appellate jurisdiction and appeals from the cotmg
maintenance and management of court records; the microfilming of court records and
the keeping and disposition of papers, documents, files and exhibits in accordance
with law.

2. The maintenance of indexes of all court files; the keeping of a regisaetions or
its alternate.

3. The issuance of process and notice including without limitation, summons, writs of
execution and other writs; subpoenas to witnesses; probate notices; citations in
probate, guardianship and other matters; the acceptdrservice on parties; the
entry of defaults; the transmission of transcripts on change of venue.

4. The attendance at each session of court and upon the judge in chambers when
required; the administration of oaths; the keeping of minutes and othersetdneé
court.
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5. The entry of orders, findings, judgments and decrees; the acceptance for filing of
confessions of judgment; the authentication of records; certification of abstracts of
judgment; the keeping of a judgment book or its equivalent.

6. The collection, receipt, deposit and accounting of fees for filing, for preparing or
certifying copies and for other fees; the receipt of jury fees, bonds, undertakings,
fines, forfeitures and revenues; the keeping of money deposited in court, including
but rot limited to funds received in connection with minor's compromises; and the
recovery of county costs in judicial commitment proceedings.

7. The maintenance of statistical and financial records and the preparation of reports to
the Judicial Council andther state and county offices as required by law or policy.

8. The preparation of the clerk's transcript on appeal and the transmission of the record
and exhibits to the reviewing court.

9. The receipt of wills of decedents.
10. The taking of bail andelated matters as provided in the Penal Code.

11. The provision of calendar management, including the calendaring of cases and
hearings and the maintenance of court calendars and schedules.

12. The printing and sales of court forms and rules of cdugtprocurement of supplies.
13. The keeping and affixing of the seal of the court to appropriate instruments.

14, Administrative functions related to the above, including hiring, training and
supetrvision of personnel; accounting functions; mailing a#i and ordering and
storing equipment and supplies.

Pursuant to the authority contained in Government Code 868114.6, the Court hereby transfers from
the County Clerk to the Superior Court Executive Offitke powers, dutieand responsibilities of

the County Clerk with respect to the employment and supervision of personnel whose principal
activities are to serve the courts in providing the functions outlined above.

The County Clerk is hereby relieved of any obligation imdase him or her by law with respect to
the above powers, duties and responsibilities.

In so far as these rules are concerned, with the exception of this rule, references to the County Clerk
mean the Court Executive Officactingin the capacity of Clerk of the Sonoma County Superior
Court.

This rule will take effect on July 1, 1997.
If any portion of this subsection is held to be unconstitutional or invalid, the remaining parts shall not

be affected thereby.
(Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/1999)
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RULE 20 HOURS OF BUSINESS

Excluding Court holidays or such other days as may be designated by the Caffigitdehours of
the Sonoma Superior Court are determined by the Presiding Judge and postedratkh@ sle o f f i c e s
each facility and on the Courtds website.

A drop box is available for parties wishing to deposit documents after the end of the Court business
day. However, documents left in the drop box dfterend of the Court business daijl be filed as
of the following court business day Eff. 1/1/1997; Rev1/1/2006 1/1/2010)
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RULE 21 RULES APPLICABLE TO MEDIA COVERAGE

21.1 INTRODUCTION

This rule is established under thethority recognized in California Rule of Court 1.150. The words

and phrases used in this rule have the same meanings as in Rule 1.150. Nothing in this rule changes
or affects the procedures established in the California Rules of Court regardingetegeasf court
proceedings by electronic media. (Eff. 1/1/2088v.1/1/2007)

21.2 MEDIA REQUESTS

A. The media agency requesting authorizationptmtograph or otherwise record a court
proceeding mudimely file a request on Judicial Council form MBDO and a proposed order
(MC-510) with the Court Executive Officeor designeeThe Court Executive Officer or
designee must promptly notify the parties that a request has been filed.

B. A request to photograph or otherwise recemtployee work areas shall be submiti@ectly
to the Court Executive Officar designee.
(Eff. 1/1/2005;Rev. 7/1/2010)

21.3 LIMITATIONS ON COVERAGE OF COURT FACILITIES OR LOCATIONS

The following limitations apply, ifmedia request is granted, unless an exception is permitted by
written judicial order.

1. Photographing orecording of any kind by the media and general public is not
permitted in any part af court facility or locationincluding, but not limited to Idty
areas, hallways, stairs, and elevators. In addition, photographing, or electronic
recording of any kind by the media and general public is not permitted within 50 feet
of the entrances of the two courtrooms that occupy the first floor of the HalltisieJus
(Courtroom#14 and#15).

2. Photographingandrecording devices must be turned off while transporting them in
any area of any coufacility or location

3. Any photographing orecording of the interior of a courtroom through glass door
windows isprohibited.

4, Photographing or electronic recording of anyone wearing a juror badge, whether
intentional or inadvertent, anywhere in any court facility or location is prohibited.
The faces of anyone wearing a juror badge inadvertently depicted in the background
of any photograph orecordingmust be blurred or digitized beyond recognition
before publication or broadcasting.

5. Except as limited in rule 21.3 (1) aboyotographing, or recording at or near the
entrances to any court facility or location is not prohibited, becit snedia coverage
shall not obstruct pedestrian traffic or compromise seculiBff. 1/1/2005; Rev.
1/1/2007, 7/1/2007, 1/1/2008, 1/1/2010, 7/1/2010)

Pagel54



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

This page intentionally left blank

Pagel55



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

This pageintentionally left blank

Pagel56



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

This page intentionally left blank

Pagel57



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , COUNTY OF SONOMA

RULE 23 RULES APPLICABLE TO TRAFFIC INFRACTIONS

The Court adopts the trial by declaration process defined in Vehicle Code § 40902. Additionally,
pursuanto Vehicle Code 8§ 40903, any person who fails to appear as provided by law may be
deemed to have elected to have a trial by written declaration upon any alleged infraction, as charged
by the citing officer, involving a violation of the Vehicle Code or &wal ordinance adopted

pursuant to the code. In eligible cases the Court will conduct the trial in absentia and it will be
adjudicated on the basis of the notice to appear issued pursuant to Vehicle Code § 40500 and any
business record or receipt, swolctaration of the arresting officer, or written statement or letter
signed by the defendant that is in the file at the time the trial by declaration is conducted.

If there is a guilty finding, the conviction shall be reported to the DMV and the deferatdistd of

the disposition of the case, the amount of I mp«
request a trial de novo within a specified period of tifiiee defendant may request a trial de novo

by timely submitting the Judicial Council TR22rm, or the local TR221 form. If the defendant

has been found guilty pursuant to VC § 40903, bail must be posted when the request is submitted.

there is no timely request for a trial de novo and the fines and fees are not paid by the due date, the

case will proceed to civil assessment pursuant to Penal Code § 1214.1.

23.1 TRIAL BY DECLARATION
(Eff. 7/1/2013; 7/1/2018)
23.2 EXHIBITS

Whether in a trial by declaration or a live in court trial exhibits suchdeggrams, pictures, charts,
graphs, mapsmages, or similar type evidence shall be limitedno larger than a standard sheet of
paper 8 ¥2by 11 inches for each separate itehevidence.

(EFf. 7/1/2013
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RULE 24

COMMUNICATION AMONG CRIMINAL, FAMILY AND JUVENILE COURTS

This rule is intended to comply with the provisions of California Rules of Court, Rule 5.450 regarding
sharing of information between courts about the existence of criminal protective orders and child
custody and/oparenting plarorders to avoid issuanad conflicting orders. Eff. 1/1/2004 Rev.
7/1/2013

24.1 REQUIREMENT OF COURTS ISSUING CUSTODY AND/OR VISITATION ORDERS

A.

Upon referral to Family Court Servicks a child custody recommending counseling session
and prior to issuing a report, Family Court Services shall make a reasonable effort to
determine if a criminal protective order exists involving either or both parents in the family
law action. If a criminal protective order exists, that informatiomgleith the terms of the
criminal protective order, shall be coneelto the court in thehild custody recommending
Counstmpord.r 6s

The JuvenileCourt, prior to issuing any order involving custody apareting planin a
juvenile action, shall make a reasonable effort to determine if a criminal protective order exists
for either or both parents in the juvenile actiokff.(1/1/2004 7/1/2012

24.2 REQUIREMENT OF COURTS ISSUING CRIMINAL PROTECTIVE ORDERS

A.

Prior to requesting a criminal protective order involving victims and/or witnesses and
defendants that have a relationship as defined in Family Code section 6211, the District
Attorney shall make a reasonable effort to detewnif there exists any child custody or
parenting plarorders involving the parties to the action. The District Attorney shall verbally
advise the criminal judicial officer of the existence of any orders for custodyparenting

planat the time the pmosed criminal protective order is submitted for approval and signature.
The criminal court may permit approprigiarental timebetween a criminal defendant and

his or her children pursuant to civil court orders, but at the same time provide for tlye safet
of the victim or witness by ensuring that a criminal court protective order is not viol&téd. (
1/1/2004 Rev. 7/1/201p

24.3  MODIFICATION OF CRIMINAL PROTECTIVE ORDER

A.

This rule is intended to apply to situations in which a custogha@ntingplanorder has been
issued in the family court or juvenile court which subsequently creates a conflict with an
existing criminal protective order. This rule is not intended to be used in family or juvenile
court as a request for custody andparentingplan orders or to modify custody and/or
parenting plarorders.

After a custody and/guarenting plarorder is issued by a family or juvenile court, a person
restrained by a criminal protective order or protected by a criminal protective order may apply
to modify the criminal protective order to expand or restrict contact between the person
restrained bythe order and his or her children. A Request for Crimitrakective Order
Modification form along with a proposed modified Criminal Protective Order (Judicial
Council Form No. CRL60) shall be completed and submitted to the criminalt cbenk. The

forms can be obtained from the Criminal Division of the Sonoma County Superior Court, 600
Administration Drive, Santa Rosa, Room 105J.
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24.4

Upon receipt of the request for modification, the criminal court clerk shall calendar the request
for modification before the domestic violence court judge 10 to 15 days from the time of filing
of the motion. The clerk shall immediately forward a copy of the request for modification to
Family Court Servicealong with a copy of th most recent criminal protective order and any
related family law or juvenile court files.

If Family Court Service®as had contact with the family, they will make a recommendation
to the criminal court. If Family Court Services has not had contact with the family, they will
advise the criminal court.

A copy of the modified criminal protective order shall be fargel to the court CLETS clerk
for entry into the California Law Enforcement Telecommunications SystEiff. 1{1/2004
Rev. 7/1/201}p

LANGUAGE OF CUSTODY AND PARENTING PLAN ORDERS:

Any order that permits contact between the restrained person asdhleischildren shall provide for
the safe exchange of the children and shall not contain language either printed or handwritten that
violates aino contact ord@rissued by a criminal court.

Safety of all parties shall be the c@ugaramount concernlhe family or juvenile court shall specify
the time, day, place, and manner of transfer of the child, as provided in Section 3100 of the Family
Code. Eff. 1/1/2004 Rev. 7/1/201p
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RULE 25 RULES APPLICABLETOTHE COURTG6S COURTROOM DRESS AND
DECORUM POLICY

Proper attire and decorum for a court appearance displays respect for the court and shows the court
that the involved persons take the case seriously.

1. The court may prohibit, in a courtroom, the wearindisplaying of clothing, tattoos, or other
items that reasonably could be considered to intimidate witnesses or others present or to
undermine the integrity of the judicial process.

2. Persons who are not dressed in proper attire, as determined jogitial officer, will be
required to either remove or adjust the inappropriate clothing or to leave the courthouse and
return at the date and time specified by the court.

3. No one may create any disturbance in the courtroom while court is in session.

4, All persons in a courtroom must turn off all cell phones and electronic devices and store them
out of plain view.

5. Eating, drinking, smoking, gum chewing and tobacco are prohibited in any courtroom. Water
may be provided at counsel table for the ienéthose participants during court proceedings
including jurors, witnesses, counsel and litigants.

6. Communicatiorwith inmates is prohibited

(Eff. 7/1/2010)
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NUMERICAL LISTING OF THE LOCAL FORMS FOR SONOMA COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

Al'l of these forms ar e aweaisbnanbalcartscangot he court 6s

Form Name Form Mandatory Revision
Number or Optional Dates

Notice of Appeal Involuntary Commitments APP-001 Optional 04/01/15
Declarationn Opposition to Temporary Order CA-106 Optional 07/01A3
Vehicle Code Secction 14601 et . esgddendum Forni Pages 1 and 2| CR-001 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Vehicle Code Section 23103(@Addendum Form Pages 1 and 2 CR-002 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Vehicle Code Section 23152Addendum Form Pages 1 and 2 CR-003 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Vehicle Code Section 23153Addendum Form Pages 1 and 2 CR-004 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Misdemeanor AdvisemeiitDomestic Violence Addendum Form CR-005 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Advisement of Rights, Waiver and Fee Fdrilisdemeanoi Pages #4 CR-006 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Alternative Dispute Resolutiomformation Sheet CV-2 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Application to Serve the California SecretafyState CV-25 Optional 07/01/11
Application to Serve as Temporary Judge CV-33 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Declarationin Support of Urgent Ex Parte Application CV-40 Optional 07/01/11
Stipulationand Order Authorizing Electronic Service Cv-42 Optional 07/01/11
Settlement Agreement and Court Order (Unlawful Detainer) CV-43 Optional 07/01/11
Stipulationand Order Referring Matter to Alternative Dispute Resolutioff CV-7 Optional 07/01/11
Statement of Issuder Settlement Conference or Trial FLO02 Mandatory | 07/0143
Stipulationand Order FLO14 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Notice of Stipulated Continuan¢Eamily Law) FLO15 Mandatory | 01/01/19
DeclarationrRegarding Notice of Request for Temporary Orders FLO16 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Custodyand VisitationOrders FLO17 Mandatory | 07/01/12
Notice of Rights and Responsibilities Child Care FLO20 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Notice of Completed Report by the Private Child Custody Recommend FL026 Mandatory | 02/01/14
Counselor and Request to Advance Hearing
TAHL Child Support FLO28 Mandatory | 01/01/18
TAHL Family Law Contempts FLO29 Mandatory | 01/01/18
Stipulation and Order re: Appointment of Parenting Coordinator FLO30 Mandatory | 12/01/13
The Role of the Client's Attorney in Special Mastaises FLO31 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Stipulationand Order Appointing Private Mediator FLO35 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Application for Approval for Listing on Sonoma County Superior Court | FL037 Mandatory | 02/01/14
ParentCoordinator Panel
Petition for Grandparent Visitation FLO38 Mandatory | 01/01/18
Response to Petition for Grandparent Visitation FLO39 Mandatory | 01/01/18
Declaratiorregarding Notice and Delivery of Domestic Violence Temp | FL040 Mandatory | 01/01/15
Orders
Request to Drop Hearing FLO42 Optional 07/01/17
Family Law Child Custody and Visitation Questionnaire FLO45 Optional 01/01/18
Settlement Conferenc&tatement/Trial Brief FLO48 Optional 07/01/15
RequestResponse to Request for Set Cdnfal or DefaultHearing FLO74 Mandatory | 07/01/17
Request for Telephone Appearance FLO75 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Request to Regétdvanceet Case Resolution Conference FL092 Mandatory | 01/01/15
Declaration and Order To Unseal Unredacted Original Birth Certificate| FL094(b) Mandatory | 01/01/19
Declarationof Certification of Attorney Competency JG104 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Request to Chang&dd Court Date JG106 Optional 07/01/11
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Request for Interpreter INT- Mandatory | 01/01/15
001 EN

Report of Proposed Guardian PR2 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Order Appointing Regional Centty Evaluate Proposed Ward or PRA4 Optional 07/01/11
ConservateeQrder Appointing Public Defender

Receipt and Acknowledgement of Order Restricting Release of Proper| PR-5 Optional 07/01/11
Declarationof Diligent Search PR7 Optional 07/01/11
Objections to Appointment of Guardiahthe Person PR9 Optional 07/01/11
DeclarationrRegarding Notice of Request for Guardianshémporary PR10 Optional 07/01/11
Orders

Confidential Contact Information PR12 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Increased Bid In Open Court On Sale Of Real Property PR14 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Petition for Visitation(Guardianship) PR15 Optional 05/08/13
Guardianship Visitation Order PR17 Mandatory | 07/01/17
Notice of Stipulated Continuance PR18 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Request to Set Aside Order to Pay Judgment in Installment SC4 Optional 07/01/11
Declaratiorand Order for Presumed Satisfaction of Judgment and Noti¢ SG5 Optional 07/01/11

Entry of Order
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ALPHABETICAL LISTING OF THE LOCAL FORMS FOR SONOMA COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

Al'l of these forms are aweisbnanbalcartscangot he court 6s
Form Name Form Mandatory Revision
No. Or Optional Dates
Advisement of Rights, Waiver and Fee Fdrilisdemeanoi Pages #4 CR-006 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Alternative dispute Resolution Information Sheet CvV-2 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Application for Approval for Listing on Sonoma County Superior Court | FLO37 Mandatory | 02/01/14
Parent Coordinator Panel
Application to Serve as Temporary Judge CV-33 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Application to Serve the California Secretary of State CV-25 Optional 07/01/11
Confidential Contact Information PR-12 Mandatory 07/01/11
Custodyand VisitationOrders FLO17 Mandatory | 07/01/12
Declaratiomand Order for Presumed Satisfaction of Judgment and Noti¢ SG5 Optional 07/01/11
Entry of Order
Declaration AndOrder to Unseal Unredacted Original Birth Certificate | FL-094(b) | Mandatory | 01/01/19
Declarationn Opposition to Temporary Order CA-106 Optional 07/01A43
Declarationin Support of Urgent Ex Parte Application CV-40 Optional 07/01/11
Declarationof Certification of Attorney Competency JC104 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Declarationof Diligent Search PR7 Optional 07/01/11
DeclarationrRegarding Notice of Request for Guardianshémporary PR10 Optional 07/01/11
Orders
DeclarationrRegarding Notice of Request for Temporary Orders FLO16 Mandatory | 01/01/19
DeclarationrRegarding Notice and Delivery of Domestic Violence Temp| FL040 Mandatory | 01/01/15
Orders
Family Law Child Custody and Visitation Questionnaire FLO45 Optional 01/01/18
Guardianship Visitation Order PR17 Mandatory | 07/01/17
Increased Bid IOpen Court On Sale Of Real Property PR14 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Misdemeanor AdvisemeiitDomestic Violence Addendum Form CR-005 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Notice of Appeal Involuntary Commitments APP-001 Optional 04/01/15
Notice of Completed Report by tiReivate Child Custody Recommending FL026 Mandatory | 02/01/14
Counselor and Request to Advance Hearing
Notice of Rights and Responsibilities Child Care FLO20 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Notice of Stipulated Continuan¢Eamily Law) FLO15 Mandatory | 07/01/15
Notice of Stipulated Continuance (Probate) PR18 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Objections to Appointment of Guardiahthe Person PR9 Optional 07/01/11
Order Appointing Regional Centty Evaluate Proposed Ward or PRA4 Optional 07/01/11
ConservateeQrder Appointing Public Defender
Petition for Grandparent Visitation FLO38 Mandatory | 01/01/18
Petition for Visitation(Guardianship) PR15 Optional 07/01/13
Receipt and Acknowledgement of Order Restricting Release of Proper| PR-5 Optional 07/01/11
Report of Proposed Guardian PR2 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Request for Interpreter INT- Mandatory | 01/01/15
001 EN
Request for Telephone Appearance FLO75 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Request to Changidd Court Date JG106 Optional 07/01/11
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Request to Drop Hearing FLO42 Optional 07/01/17
Request to Reset/Advan8et Case Resolution Conference FL092 Mandatory | 01/01/15
Request to Set Aside Order to Pay Judgment in Installment SC4 Optional 07/01/11
Request of Vacate Domestic Violence Restraining Order After Hearingl FL018 Mandatory | 07/01/14
RequesiResponse to Request for Set Cdnfal or DefaultHearing FLO74 Mandatory | 07/01/17
Response to Petition for Grandparent Visitation FLO39 Mandatory | 01/01/18
Settlement Agreement and Court Order (Unlawful Detainer) CV-43 Optional 07/01/11
Settlement Conference Statement/Trial Brief FLO48 Optional 07/01/15
Statement of Issuder Settlement Conference or Trial FLO02 Mandatory | 07/0143
Stipulationand Order FLO14 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Stipulationand Order Appointing Private Mediator FLO35 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Stipulationand Order Authorizing Electronic Service Cv-42 Optional 07/01/11
Stipulationand Order for Interim Child Custodiediation FLO36 Mandatory | 07/01/14
Stipulation and Order re: AppointmentRérenting Coordinator FLO30 Mandatory 12/01/13
Stipulationand Order Referring Matter to Alternative Dispute Resolutioff CV-7 Optional 07/01/11
TAHL Child Support FLO28 Mandatory | 01/01/18
TAHL Family Law Contempts FLO29 Mandatory | 01/01/18
The Role of the Client's Attorney in Special Mastaises FLO31 Mandatory | 07/01/11
Vehicle Code Secction 14601 et . esgddendum Forni Pages 1 and 2| CR-001 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Vehicle Code Section 23103(Addendum Form Pages 1 and 2 CR-002 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Vehicle Code Section 23152Addendum Form Pages 1 and 2 CR-003 Mandatory | 01/01/19
Vehicle Code Section 23153Addendum Form Pages 1 and 2 CR-004 Mandatory | 01/01/19
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LIST OF CURRENTLY EFFECTIVE RULES WITH EFFECTIVE AND REVISED DATES
EFFECTIVE January 1, 2024

EFFECTIVE REVISED
DATE DATE
RULE 1 --- ORGANIZATION
1.1 (no title) 1/1/97 vini
1.2 (no title) 1/1/97 1/1/01
RULE 2 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO SMALL CLAIMS
CASES AND TO UNLAWFUL DETAINER
CASES
2.1 Small ClaimsCases 1/1/97 /11
2.2 Unlawful DetainerCases 1/1/97 1/1/2
RULE 3 --- (Rule repealedas of 7/1/2004)
RULE 4 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO ALL CIVIL
CASES
4.1 Differential Case Management 1/1/97 1/1/15
4.2 Assignment to One Judge for all 1/1/97 1/1/07
Purposes and Case Management
Conference
43 Judicial Arbitration 1/1/97 1/114
44 Orders to Show Cause 1/1/97 7/1/04
45 Sanctions 1/1/97 1/1/21
46 Mandatory Settlement Conferemsce 1/1/97 1/1R1
47 Deposit of Jury Fees 1/1/97 1/1/21
4.8 Trial Calland TriatRelated Motions 1/1/97 1/121
49 Pretrial Matters an€ommencement of Trial 1/1/97 Repealed/1/21
410 Voir Dire 1/1/97 Repealed/1/21
411 Dispositionof Fictitious Defendants 1/1/97 Repealed/1/21
(CrossDefendants)
412 Temporary Judge (Pro Tem) Trials 1/1/97 1/1n4
413 DiscoveryFacilitator Program 1/1/08 7/1/15
414 Readiness Conference 7/1/10 Repealed 1/1/21
415 Matters &ected by Bankruptcy 1/1/13 1/1/21
416 Demurrer Facilitator Program 7/1/14 7/1/15
417 PostTrial Matters 7/1/14 1/1/20
4.18 Writs of MandateChallenging Government  1/1/16 1/1/16

Approvals and CEQA matters
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RULE 5 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO C IVIL LAW

51
5.2
5.3
5.5

5.6
5.7
5.8

AND MOTION PROCEEDINGS

Scheduling

Order of Examination Calendar

Continuances

Hearings, Tentative Rulings and Oral
Arguments

Ex Parte Applications

Transcripts of Administrative Recad

Orders After Hearingr Upon Ex Parte
Motion

RULE 6 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO PROBATE

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6
6.7
6.8

PROCEEDINGS

Introductions

Calendaard Procedural Matters
Accountingsfo Decedent séb
Conservatorsipis and Guardianships
Compensationf Fiduciaries and\ttorneys
Bonds

Sales of Real Property

Trust Petitions

RULE 7 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO DEFAULT,

7.1
7.2
7.3

UNCONTESTED, AND COMPROMISE
PROCEEDINGS

DefaultCalendar
Procedure
At t or n eiy@BefaultFreceedings

RULE 8 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO CRIMINAL

8.1
8.2
8.3
84
85
8.6

8.7
8.8
8.9

TRIAL PROCEEDINGS

Criminal Courts: Assignment of Cases

Violation of Probation

Protection of Confidential Personal Info

Criminal Pretrial Law and Motion

Pretrial Discovery

Appointment and Payment of Coungel
Conflict Cases

Appointment of Second Counsel

Ex Parte Applications for Orders

Continuances

EFFECTIVE REVISED
DATE DATE
1/1/97 1/121
1/1/97 1/1R21
1/1/97 1/1/21
1/1/97 1/121
1/1/97 1/121
1/1/97 7/1/08
1/1/97 1/121
1/1/97 1/1/21
1/1/97 1/121
ElslP7at e s 1/1P21
1/1/97 1/1P21
1/1/97 1/1/19
1/1/97 1/1/15
1/1/97 7/1/10
1/1/19 1/1/19
1/1/97 7/1/04
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 7/1/08
1/1/97 1/1/21
1/1/97 1/121
7/1/15

1/1/97 1/1/21
1/1/97 1/121
1/1/97 7/110
1/1/97 711/07
1/1/97 7/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/21
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EFFECTIVE REVISED

DATE DATE
8.10 Court System 1/1/97 7/1/07
8.11 Arraignments 1/1/97 7/1/07
8.12 Calendang System 1/1/97 1/1/21

RULE 9 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO FAMILY LAW
PROCEEDINGS
9.1 Application 1/1/97 Repealed 1/1/21
91 Case Assignment 1/1P7 Renumbeed
1/1/21
9.3 Sanctionsn Respect to Rules 1/104 1/1/21
9.4 Family LawFacilitator 1/1/97 7/1/12
9.5 Collaborative Law Cases 1/1/0%6 1/1/21
9.6 Appearance by Telephone 7/1/05 7/1/14
9.7 Acceptance of Handwritten Pleadings 1/1P7 1/1/21
9.8 Limited Legal Representation 1/1/03 Repealed 1/1/21
9.9 DocumentsNot to be Filed with the Court 1/1/05; Retracted 7/1/10; Reinstated 7/1/11
9.10 Case Resolutio@onference 1/1/08; 1/1/21
9.11 Domestic Violencdrestraining Orders 7/1/05 1121
(Family Code 8§ 6206389)
9.12 Ex Parte/Emergendyamily LawOrders 7/1/06 V121
9.13 Domestic and Child Support Calensglar 7/1/05 1121
9.14  Child Custody 1/1A3 1121
9.15 Child Support 1/113 1121
9.16 Public Assistance 7/1/05 1/1/16 (renumbered)
9.17 Preparation of Orders After Hearing 1/113 1121
9.18 Review Hearings 1/103 1/1/16 (renumbered)
9.19 Law and MotionMatters 11/04 1121
9.20 Family LawSettlement Conference 1/105 1121
9.21  Child CustodySettlement Conferences 1/1P7 1121
9.22 Appointment of Special Mastehppraisers  7/1/05 1/1/16 (renumbered)
Experts
9.23 Trial and Evidentiary Hearings 7/1/05 V121
9.24  Child CustodyTrials 1/1/97 1/1/16 (renumberd)
9.25 Adoptions 1/1/02 1/1/16 (renumbered)
9.26 Judgements 1/1/97 1/1/16 (renumbered)
9.27  Service by Posting 7/1/13 1/1/16 (renumbered)
9.28 Cases Designated toPXivate Judge 7/1/15 1/1/16 (renumbered)
9.29 Delivery of Courtesy Copies 7/1/15 1/1/16 (renumbered)
9.30 Requests for Special Immigrant Juvenile  1/1/16
Findings

RULE 10 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO JUVENILE
COURT PROCEEDINGS
(Rule 10 was effective 1/1/97 and was entirely
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10.1
10.2
10.3

10.4
10.5

10.6
10.7

10.8
10.9
10.10
10.11
10.12

10.13
10.14
10.15
10.16
10.17
10.18
10.19
10.20
10.21
10.22
10.23
10.24
10.25
10.26
10.27
10.28
10.29
10.30
10.31

10.32
10.33

revised 7/1/06 with revisions thereafter)
Abbreviations

JuvenileCalendars

Rules of Procedure and Standing €l

Attendance at Hearings (CRC, Rule 5.530)

Counsebf Record and SeRepresented
Paries(Dependencyroceedings)

PreHearingDiscovery

Noticed Motions' (Dependency
Proceedings)

Requests for Ex Parte Orders

Applications for Temporary Restraining

Referrals to Other Courts

Continuances

Attorney Competence (Dependency
Proceedings)

Standards of Representation
(Dependencyroceedings)

Representation of Parti€ther Than
Minors (Dependenci?Proceedings)

Procedures for Review and Resolving
Complaints(Dependencyroceedings)

Requests to Withdraw @pendency
Proceedings)

Release of Information Relating to
Juveniles

Local Rules Relating to Child Advocates

Medical Issues

Request for Modification
(Dependencyroceedings)

Access to Minors in Dependency
Proceedings

Mediationin Dependencyroceedings

Settlement Conferences in Dependency

Guardians Ad Litem
(Dependencyroceedings)

Visitation (Dependencyroceedings)

Trial Home Visits (Dependendyroceedings)

Exit CustodyOrders
(Dependencyroceedings)

15-Day Reports (Dependendyroceedings)

Bonding Study (Dependen®&roceedings)

Prisoner Transport Orders
(Dependencyroceedings)

Requests for Transcripts

Access to Courtroom by NelRarties

Notice and Request to Attend Court

Proceedings (Delinquency Proceedings)

1/1/97 7/1/06
1/1/97 7/1/06
1/1/97 1/1/07
EFFECTIVE REVISED
DATE DATE
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 7/1/06
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/112
1/1/97 7/1/06
1/1/97 7/1/06
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/112
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 7/1/09
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 7/1/12
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 7/1/06
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 7/1/06
1/1/97 7/1/06
1/1/97 7/1/06
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10.34

10.35

10.36

10.37

10.38

Requesftor Computer Access to Juvenile

Case Management System

Use of Cameras or Recording Equipment

(Dependencyroceedings)

Foreign Consulates
(Dependencyroceedings)

Appearance by Telephone
(Dependencyroceedings)

Court Appointed Couns€ompensation

RULE 11 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO APPELLATE
DIVISION PROCEEDINGS

111
11.2
11.3
114
11.5
11.6
11.7

Limited Civil Cases
Misdemeanoand CriminalCases
Traffic Cases

Briefs

Oral Argument

Petitions for Writof Mandateand Prohibition

Petitions For Writ of Supersedeas

RULE 12 --- SUPERIOR COURT COMMISSIONER

12.1  Appointment
12.2  General Authority
12.3 Assignments as Temporary Judge
12.4  Duties as Commissioner
RULE 13 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO TRIAL JURY
SERVICES
13.1 Court PolicyGoverning Granting of
Excuses
13.2 Duty of Citizenship
13.3  Jurorsto be Selected at Random
13.4 Discrimination Prohibited in Selecting
Jurors
13.5 Source Lists of Jurors
13.6 Compilation of Master Jury List
13.7 Qualified Jurors
13.8 Requests to be Excused
13.9 Postponement of Jurye8rice
13.10 Failure to Appear for Jury Duty When
Summoned
13.11 Period of Service
13.12 Contact with Trial Jurors
13.13 RecordsCompiled and Maintained
13.14 Prospective Juroiia Civil Cases

1/1/97 7/1/06
1/1/97 1/1/07
EFFECTIVE REVISED
DATE DATE
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/07

1/1/07

1/1/97 1/1/15
/187 1/1/15
7/1/11 1/1/15
1/1/97 7/1/11 (renumbered)
1/1/13 1/1/13(renumbered)
1/1/12 1/1/13(renumbered)
1/1/13

1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/14
1/1/97 7/111
1/1/97

1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/98
1/1/97 1/1/98
1/1/97 1/1/21
1/1/97 1/1/98
1/1/97 7/1/00
1/1/97 1/1P21
1/1/97 7/1/08
1/1/97 1/1/05
1/1/97 7/1/00
1/1/97 1/1/05
1/1/97 7/1/00
1/1/97 7/1/08
1/1/97 7/1/08
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RULE 147 RULE PROHIBITING SMOKING IN COURT

FACILITIES

RULE 15 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO GRAND JURY
SERVICE

15.1
15.2
15.3
15.4
155

Combined Grand Jury

Application Process

Interviews of Prospective Grand Jurors
Impanelment of the Grand Jury
Additional Term of Service

RULE 16 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO ALTERNATE
DISPUTE RESOLUTION (ADR)

16.1

RULE 17 --- APPLICATIONS FOR EX PARTE ORDERS

17.1
17.2
17.3
17.4
17.5
17.6
17.7
17.8

Policy Statement

(No Title)
(No Title)
(No Title)
(No Title)
(No Title)
(No Title)
(No Title)
(No Title)

RULE 18 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO FILING AND
GENERAL PROCEDURE

18.1
18.6
18.7

18.8
18.9
18.11

18.14
18.16
18.17
18.18
18.19

Proceedingsvith a Fee Waiver

Conforming Copies

Prepaid, SelAddressed Envelopes
Required

Time and Date Must be Shown

Use of Local Forms

Restrictions on OveThe-Counter Filings

Proceduredr Background Checks
Voluntary EService

Feefor Retrieving Filedrom Storage

Fee for Creation of Compact Discom ER
Appointment of Elisor

EFFECTIVE REVISED
DATE DATE
1/1/97 7/1/07
1/1/97 1/1/98
1/1/97 1/1/98
1/1/97 7/1/15
1/1/97 7/1/15
1/1/97 1/1/98
1/1/97 V1/16
1/1/97 11/13
1/1/97 7/1/04
1/1/97 1/1/07
1/1/97 7/1/04
1/1/97 7/1/04
1/1/97 7/1/04
1/1/97 1/1/13
1/1/97 11/13
1/1/97 7/1/12
1/1/97 7/111
1/1/97 7/111
1/1/97 7/1/15
1/1/97 7/1/15
1/1/97 71112
1/1/97 7/1/14
1/1/09 7/1/11
7/1/09 7/1/14
7/1/14 7/1/15
1/1/18
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18.20 Electronic Records 7/1/17

18.21 Format For Documents Submitted For Filing 7/1/17

18.22 Mandatory Electronic Filing 1/1/20

18.23 Limitations on Electronic Filings 1/1/20
EFFECTIVE REVISED
DATE DATE

18.24 Electronic Filing Service Providers 1/1/20

18.25 Electronic Filing Dates and Times 1/1/20

18.26 Electronically FiledProposed Orders and

Orders After Hearing 1/1/20
18.27 Electronic Service 1/1/20

RULE 19 --- EXECUTIVE OFFICER 1 CLERK OF THE
SUPERIOR COURT

19.1 Executive OfficeDuties 1/1/97 1/1/99
RULE 20 --- HOURS OF BUSINESS 1/1/97 1/1/10
RULE 21 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO MEDIA
COVERAGE
21.1 Introduction 1/1/05 1/1/07
21.2 Media Requests 1/1/05 7/1/10
21.3 Coverage Inside Court Facilities loocations 1/1/05 7/1/10

RULE 22 --- (This Rule repealedas of 7/1/2004)

RULE 23 --- RULES APPLICABLE TO TRAFFIC

INFRACTIONS
23.1 Trial By Declaration 1/1/97 7/1A3
23.2  Exhibits 7/1/08 7/1/13

RULE 24 --- COMMUNICATION AMONG CRIMINAL,
FAMILY AND JUVENILE COURTS

24.1 Requirement of Courts Issuing Custody 1/1/04 7/1/12
and/or VisitationOrders
24.2 Requirement of Courts Issuing Criminal 1/1/04 7/1/12

Protective Orders
24.3 Modification of CriminalProtective Order 1/1/04
24.4  Language ofCustodyand VisitationOrders 1/1/04 7/1/12

RULE24---RULES APPLI CABLE TO THE COURTOS
COURTROOM DRESS AND DECORUM
POLICY 7/1/10

Pagel77



	AND
	LIST OF RULES EFFECTIVE AS OF 7/1/2021
	List of Sonoma County Local Forms in Numerical Order and Alphabetical Order…...…….....…….178
	List of Currently Effective Rules with Effective and Revised Dates ….…….........................................183
	RULE 1 ORGANIZATION
	1.1 Pursuant to Government Code §70200, there is one unified Superior Court for the County of Sonoma which is divided into a criminal division, a family law division, and a civil division which are governed by the following rules:
	1.2 In the event of any inconsistency between these rules and any California statute or any of the rules in the California Rules of Court, the latter statute and/or rule shall control.
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	RULE 2 RULES APPLICABLE TO SMALL CLAIMS CASES AND TO UNLAWFUL  DETAINER CASES
	2.1 SMALL CLAIMS CASES
	2.2 UNLAWFUL DETAINER CASES

	A.  Trial Setting
	This page intentionally left blank
	RULE 4 RULES APPLICABLE TO ALL CIVIL CASES
	4.1 DIFFERENTIAL CASE MANAGEMENT
	4.2 ASSIGNMENT TO ONE JUDGE FOR ALL PURPOSES AND CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE
	4.3 APPLICATION TO EXTEND TIME[Repealed]
	4.3 JUDICIAL ARBITRATION
	4.4 ORDERS TO SHOW CAUSE
	4.5 SANCTIONS
	4.6 MANDATORY SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE
	4.7 JURY DEMAND
	4.8 TRIAL AND TRIAL-RELATED MOTIONS
	4.9 PRETRIAL MATTERS AND COMMENCEMENT OF TRIAL[Repealed]
	4.10 VOIR DIRE [Repealed]
	4.11 DISPOSITION OF FICTITIOUS DEFENDANTS (CROSS-DEFENDANTS) [Repealed]
	4.12 TEMPORARY JUDGE (PRO TEM) TRIALS
	4.13 DISCOVERY FACILITATOR PROGRAM
	4.14 READINESS CONFERENCE [Repealed]
	4.15 MATTERS AFFECTED BY BANKRUPTCY
	4.16 DEMURRER FACILITATOR PROGRAM
	4.17 POST-TRIAL MATTERS
	4.18.   WRITS OF MANDATE CHALLENGING GOVERNMENT APPROVALS AND CEQA MATTERS

	RULE 5 RULES APPLICABLE TO CIVIL LAW AND MOTION PROCEEDINGS
	5.1 SCHEDULING
	5.2 ORDER OF EXAMINATION CALENDAR
	5.3 CONTINUANCES
	5.4 MEET AND CONFER CONFERENCE
	5.5 HEARINGS, TENTATIVE RULINGS AND ORAL ARGUMENTS
	5.6 EX PARTE APPLICATIONS
	5.7 TRANSCRIPTS OF ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS
	5.8 ORDERS AFTER HEARING OR UPON EX PARTE MOTION

	RULE 6 RULES APPLICABLE TO PROBATE PROCEEDINGS
	6.1 INTRODUCTION
	6.2 CALENDAR AND PROCEDURAL MATTERS
	6.3 RULES REGARDING DECEDENTS’ ESTATES
	6.4 CONSERVATORSHIPS AND GUARDIANSHIPS
	6.5 COMPENSATION OF FIDUCIARIES AND ATTORNEYS
	6.6 BONDS

	1. Conservator Spouse of Conservatee
	2. Conservatee Waiver
	3. Small Estates
	6.7 SALES OF REAL PROPERTY
	6.8  TRUST PETITIONS

	RULE 7 RULES APPLICABLE TO DEFAULT, UNCONTESTED, AND COMPROMISE PROCEEDINGS
	7.1 DEFAULT CALENDAR
	7.2 PROCEDURE
	7.3 ATTORNEY’S FEES IN DEFAULT PROCEEDINGS

	SCHEDULE OF ATTORNEY’S FEES
	RULE 8 RULES APPLICABLE TO CRIMINAL TRIAL PROCEEDINGS
	8.1 CRIMINAL COURTS: ASSIGNMENT OF CASES
	8.2 VIOLATION OF PROBATION
	8.3  PROTECTION OF CONFIDENTIAL PERSONAL INFORMATION
	8. 4 CRIMINAL PRETRIAL LAW AND MOTION
	8.5 PRETRIAL DISCOVERY[Repealed]
	8.6 APPOINTMENT AND PAYMENT OF COUNSEL IN CONFLICT CASES
	8.7 APPOINTMENT OF SECOND COUNSEL
	8.8 EX PARTE APPLICATIONS FOR ORDERS
	8.9 CONTINUANCES
	8.10 COURT SYSTEM
	8.11 ARRAIGNMENTS
	8.12 CALENDARING SYSTEM

	1. Arraignments
	2.  Jury Trials
	RULE 9 RULES APPLICABLE TO FAMILY LAW PROCEEDINGS
	9.1 APPLICATION [Repealed]
	9.1 CASE ASSIGNMENT
	9.3  SANCTIONS IN RESPECT TO RULES
	A. In General
	B.  Responsibility
	C.  Notice and Procedure
	D.  Award of Expenses
	E.  Order

	9.4  FAMILY LAW FACILITATOR
	9.5 COLLABORATIVE LAW CASES
	9.6 APPEARANCE BY TELEPHONE
	9.7 ACCEPTANCE OF HANDWRITTEN PLEADINGS
	9.8 LIMITED LEGAL REPRESENTATION [Repealed]
	9.9 DOCUMENTS NOT TO BE FILED WITH THE COURT
	9.10 CASE RESOLUTION CONFERENCE
	9.11 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESTRAINING ORDERS (FAMILY CODE §§ 6200-6389)
	9.12 EX PARTE/EMERGENCY FAMILY LAW ORDERS
	9.13 DOMESTIC AND CHILD SUPPORT CALENDARS
	9.14 CHILD CUSTODY
	9.15 CHILD SUPPORT
	A. Guidelines for Child and Spousal Support
	B. Computer Generated Support Calculations
	C. Reimbursement Issues

	9.16 PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
	9.17 PREPARATION OF ORDERS AFTER HEARING
	9.18 REVIEW HEARINGS
	9.19 LAW AND MOTION MATTERS
	9.20 FAMILY LAW SETTLEMENT CONFERENCES
	9.21 CHILD CUSTODY SETTLEMENT CONFERENCES
	9.22 APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL MASTER, APPRAISERS, EXPERTS (NON CUSTODY)
	9.23  TRIAL AND EVIDENTIARY HEARINGS
	9.24 CHILD CUSTODY TRIALS
	9.25 ADOPTIONS

	Adoption Request
	Adoption Request
	9.26 JUDGMENTS
	A.  Action by Judicial Officer
	B.    Judgment Checklists
	C. Nullity Judgments
	D. Bifurcation of Marital Status

	9.27 SERVICE BY POSTING
	9.29 DELIVERY OF COURTESY COPIES
	9.30 REQUESTS FOR SPECIAL IMMIGRANT JUVENILE FINDINGS:

	RULE 10 RULES APPLICABLE TO JUVENILE COURT PROCEEDINGS
	10.1 ABBREVIATIONS
	10.2 JUVENILE CALENDARS
	10.3 RULES OF PROCEDURE AND STANDING ORDERS

	CRC, rules 5.500 - 5.830 apply to all juvenile proceedings.
	Standing Orders:
	10.4 ATTENDANCE AT HEARINGS (CRC, RULE 5.530) AND OTHER PROCEEDINGS
	10.5 COUNSEL OF RECORD AND SELF-REPRESENTED PARTIES (Dependency Proceedings)
	10.6 PRE-HEARING DISCOVERY
	10.7 NOTICED MOTIONS – (Dependency Proceedings)
	10.8 REQUESTS FOR EX PARTE ORDERS
	10.9 APPLICATIONS FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDERS
	10.10 REFERRALS TO OTHER COURTS
	10.11 CONTINUANCES
	10.12 ATTORNEY COMPETENCE (Dependency Proceedings)

	1. Prior to certification of competency, the attorney shall have either:
	2. Education and training may include:
	3. No more than 18 of the 36 hours of required training and education may be self- study or observation of dependency proceedings.
	10.13 STANDARDS OF REPRESENTATION (Dependency Proceedings)
	10.14 REPRESENTATION OF PARTIES OTHER THAN MINORS (Dependency Proceedings)
	10.15 PROCEDURES FOR REVIEWING AND RESOLVING COMPLAINTS (Dependency Proceedings)
	10.16 REQUESTS TO WITHDRAW (Dependency Proceedings)
	10.17  RELEASE OF INFORMATION RELATING TO JUVENILES

	This section does not apply to those persons and agencies designated by W&I Code §827(a).
	This rule does not apply to coroner’s reports.
	10.18 LOCAL RULES RELATING TO CHILD ADVOCATES
	10.19 MEDICAL ISSUES
	10.20 REQUESTS FOR MODIFICATION (Dependency Proceedings)

	HSD shall give notice immediately upon determination that a move is necessary.
	10.21 ACCESS TO MINORS IN DEPENDENCY PROCEEDINGS
	10.22 MEDIATION IN DEPENDENCY PROCEEDINGS
	10.23 SETTLEMENT CONFERENCES IN DEPENDENCY PROCEEDINGS
	10.24 GUARDIANS AD LITEM (Dependency Proceedings)
	10.25 VISITATION (Dependency Proceedings)
	10.26 TRIAL HOME VISITS (Dependency Proceedings)
	10.27 EXIT CUSTODY ORDERS (Dependency Proceedings)
	10.28 15-DAY REPORTS (Dependency Proceedings)
	10.29 BONDING STUDY (Dependency Proceedings)
	10.30 PRISONER TRANSPORT ORDERS (Dependency Proceedings)
	10.31 REQUESTS FOR TRANSCRIPTS
	10.32 ACCESS TO COURTROOM BY NON-PARTIES
	10.33 NOTICE AND REQUEST TO ATTEND COURT PROCEEDINGS (Delinquency Proceedings)
	10.34 REQUEST FOR COMPUTER ACCESS TO JUVENILE CASE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
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